ORDINANCE 2026-7
BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY CREATING A CHAPTER ESTABLISHING A “SAFE
EXCHANGE ZONE” FOR RESIDENTS CONDUCTING CHILD CUSTODY AND

VISITATION EXCHANGES AND PRIVATE TRANSACTIONS FROM ONLINE
MARKET PLACES.

WHEREAS, the Borough of Woodstown wishes to establish a safe zone for
Borough residents for any in-person exchanges; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Woodstown Council wishes to establish this safe zone
in the Borough parking lot which is located at 25 West Avenue; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Woodstown Council wishes to grant the Borough
Police Chief with the authority to establish this safe exchange zone in an area of his
discretion which said area shall have a location that is monitored by 24-hour 7 day a week
surveillance; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council and Mayor of the
Borough of Woodstown, State of New Jersey, hereby creates a new Chapter within the
Borough of Woodstown Ordinances entitled “Safe Exchange Zone” which shall be as
follows:

SECTION I. Safe Exchange Zone
Section 1. Purpose

It is the purpose of this ordinance to establish a Safe Exchange Zone for Borough
of Woodstown residents to conduct in-person child custody and visitation and
private transaction exchanges.

Section 2. Location of Zone

The Safe Exchange Zone shall be two (2) designated parking spaces in the
Borough parking lot located at 25 West Avenue and shall be in an area that is
under 24 hours 7 days a week surveillance by the Borough Police. The Borough
Police Chef shall have the discretion, subject to Borough Council approval, to
establish the area in the parking lot that will be considered the Safe Exchange
Zone.

Section 3. Rules and Regulations of the Safe Exchange Zone
Users of the Safe Exchange Zone shall park their vehicles in the designated

parking spaces and use those spaces and the area immediately adjacent to the
spaces to conduct their exchanges. Weapons, illegal contraband, alcohol and
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motor vehicles and other items that do not fit into a single parking space are
prohibited from being exchanged in the zone. The Safe Exchange Zone shall be
available to the public from 8:30am to 6:00pm 7 days a week. The Borough Police
Chief may establish additional rules and regulations for the Safe Exchange Zone
to maintain a safe environment.

Section 4. Responsibility and Liability of the Borough of Woodstown

The Borough of Woodstown will not provide police personnel or other Borough
staff to witness any exchange in person, however, the video surveillance by and in
proximity to police personnel is meant to provide a safer place to complete the
exchange.

The Borough of Woodstown makes no guarantees, assurances, or promises as to
the safety or security of any in-person exchange that may take place on Borough
property.

The Borough of Woodstown makes no guarantees, assurances, or promises with
respect to the condition or authenticity of any items exchanged between private
individuals.

The Borough of Woodstown makes no guarantees, assurances, or promises as to
the availability of the Safe Exchange Zone at any particular date or time.

The Borough of Woodstown is establishing the Safe Exchange Zone to advance
the public good; however, nothing in this ordinance is intended to, nor should this
ordinance be interpreted in any way, to waive or release the Borough's defenses
or immunity from suit under the New Jersey Tort Claim Act, N.J.S.A. 59:1-1 et.
seq.

SECTION IlI. If any word, phrase, clause, section, or provision of this ordinance
shall be found by any Court of competent jurisdiction to be unenforceable, illegal,
or unconstitutional, such word, phrase, clause, section, or provision shall be
severable from the balance of the ordinance and the remainder of the ordinance
shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION lIl. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are in
conflict or inconsistent.

ATTEST: BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN

st b /%%/\/

Patricia Bohren, Borough Clerk fi'/cwéﬁﬁ Hiles, Mayor
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Notice: The above ordinance was introduced and passed on the first reading at the
meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodstown in the County of Salem
held on May 12, 2026 and will be considered for final passage at a meeting to be held by
the Mayor and Council at 7:00 p.m. on May 26, 2026 at the Borough Hall, at which time
any interested person will be given an opportunity to be heard.
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Patricia Bohren, Borough Clerk
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