WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES
September 9, 2025

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was
held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the
Daily Journal, posting in the Borough Hall foyer, and on the Borough Website in compliance with
the Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joseph Hiles, who then led the flag salute, followed by
a roll call of members present.

The following members were present:
Heather Bobbitt James Hackett Bertha Hyman
Glenn Merkle Kristin Nixon Jesse Stemberger

Also Present:

Patricia Bohren, Alex Bauer, Jim Biegen, Joseph DiNicola Sr., Jacob Lynch, James Farro, Jeffrey
Fredo, Wesley Burden, Thomas Glah

Public Portion

Thomas Glah, 2 Chestnut Drive, asked Council for an update on a walking bridge and
sidewalks, connecting Chestnut Drive to the rest of town. Mayor Hiles updated Mr. Glah on the
steps that have been taken, and that unfortunately we have not received any response from the
State. Being Route 40 is a State Highway, NJ DOT is required to be involved. Mr. Glah inquired
about the potential of a Safe Routes to School Grant as was used to replace broken sidewalks
throughout town several years ago. Mr. Glah will send the Mayor and Borough Clerk information
where this walking bridge was recommended during the last grant we received.

With no further public comments, the public portion was closed.

Solicitor

Solicitor DiNicola Sr. reported that the title search on 18 Hunt Street just came in. He will
review in the next week.

Ordinances
No Ordinances were presented for Introduction, Public Hearing, or Adoption.

Consent Agenda

1. Minutes of the August 26, 2025 regular Council meeting.

2. Accept Tax Collector’s Report.

3. Resolution 2025-102 Providing for the Insertion of a Special Item of Revenue in the Budget
for the SIF Wellness Grant FY2025.

4. Resolution 2025-103 Providing for the Insertion of a Special Item of Revenue in the Budget
for the Small Cities FY2025 Watson Park Grant.

5. Resolution 2025-104 Providing for the Insertion of a Special Item of Revenue in the Budget
for the Small Cities Home Rehabilitation FY2025 Grant.

A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Merkle, seconded by Stemberger.
Approved by unanimous roll call vote with Bobbitt abstaining from item 1.

Finance

A motion to pay bills was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hackett. Approved by unanimous
roll call vote.

Hackett thanked the CFO for providing a Summary Budget Status.
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CFO Bauer discussed the plans for Budget Workshops for 2026. They will start in October.

Public Safety

Police Department Report was received.
A request for Closed Session for Ambulance was made.

Utilities
Engineer Biegen provided the following updates:

- The contractor for the Water Meter installation will be coming to finish
replacements based on a list provided by the Clerk of newly discovered meters
that are not working. A meeting will be set up to discuss how best to handle
the larger sized meters that need replaced.

- Work is ongoing for the West Wilson Stormwater issues.

- The Standpipe on Folwell St has been inspected. A report is forthcoming.

- The Sewerage Authority is doing spot repairs on the mains throughout the
Borough.

Mayor Hiles stated there is an old patch on Lee St that is caving in, and asked Engineer
Biegen to have it addressed while they are working in the area.

Hackett informed Council that the Water Service Line notices are going out.

Streets and Roads
A request for Closed Session for Personnel was made.

General Government
A motion to accept the grant agreement for the Small Cities Home Rehabilitation Grant
through the NJ DCA was made by Nixon and seconded by Merkle. All were in favor.

A request for Closed Session for Personnel was made.

Health, Recreation and Open Space
A motion to accept the grant agreement for the Watson Park Phase 2 grant through the NJ
DCA was made by Stemberger and seconded by Hackett. All were in favor.

RESOLUTION 2025-105
A motion to enter Closed Session for Ambulance and Personnel was made by
Stemberger, seconded by Nixon. All were in favor.

A motion to return to Open Session was made by Merkle, seconded by Stemberger. All
were in favor.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:04pm on a motion by
Stemberger, seconded by Hyman. All were in favor.

Patricia Bohren
Borough Clerk
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