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Borough Council Minutes 6.08.2026 

 

WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES 

June 8, 2026 
 

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was 

held at 7 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the Daily 

Journal, posting in the Borough Hall foyer, and on the Borough Website in compliance with the 

Sunshine Law N.J.S.A. 10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joseph Hiles, who then led the flag salute.  A roll call 

of members present followed.  
 

The following members were present: 

Bertha Hyman  Jaclyn Morris  James Hackett 

Jesse Stemberger Glenn Merkle   

 

Absent: Heather Bobbitt 
   

Also Present: 

Patricia Bohren, Erin Maurer, Chief Ryan DeFalco, James Farro, Erik Biermann, Solicitor Joseph 

DiNicola Sr 

 

Public Portion 

 There being no public comment, the public portion was closed. 

 

Solicitor 

 Solicitor DiNicola updated Council on the Green Acres property; regular mail and e-mail 

have not been returned, but have no confirmation of receipt either; certified mail notice delivered 

no response; courier failed to locate recipient, will attempt three (3) more times; Solicitor asked 

Woodstown PD to assist with service attempt. Notices were also sent to Pilesgrove Township and 

the County Animal Control Officer.  

    

Ordinances  

ORDINANCE 2026-6 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM,  

STATE OF NEW JERSEY CREATING A CHAPTER FOR THE REGULATION  

OF SHORT-TERM DWELLING RENTAL UNITS 

 Solicitor DiNicola updated Council that he plans to meet with the Planning Board Solicitor 

and Engineer to discuss the proposed Short Term Rental Ordinance in further detail. 

 A general discussion took place about Short Term Rental Ordinance.  

 

ORDINANCE 2026-8 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING WOODSTOWN BOROUGH CODE CHAPTER 67 “LAND 

DEVELOPMENT” TO CONFIRM THAT DATA CENTERS ARE PROHIBITED 

USES/STRUCTURES IN ALL ZONING DISTRICTS AND TO LIST THEM SPECIFICALLY 

AS SUCH 

The above-named ordinance was referred to Council for potential adoption. A general discussion 

took place. Introduction of the Ordinance will take place at the June 23, 2026 Council meeting.  

 

Consent Agenda 

1. Minutes of the May 26, 2026 regular Council meeting.  

2. Minutes of the May 12, 2026 Closed Session meeting for Personnel. 

3. Resolution 2026-60 Authorizing the Cancellation and Refund of a 50% Portion of Second Quarter, and 

third and Fourth Quarter 2026 Taxes for a Total Disabled Veteran (Zito). 

4. Accept Tax Collector’s May report. 

5. Approve Patricia & Talore Hooker’s request to use Watson’s Park for a family gathering, 

approximately 20 people, on Sunday, June 21, 2026 from 2pm – 7pm, with bathroom access. 

 

 A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Hackett, seconded by Stemberger. 

Approved by unanimous roll call vote. 
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Finance 

 A motion to pay bills was made by Hackett, seconded by Stemberger. Approved by 

unanimous roll call vote.  

 

 Councilman Hackett discussed with Council his meeting with the Chair of WBMUA. 

 

 Final adoption of the Budget is slated for June 23, 2026. 

 

Public Safety  

 The Police Department Report was discussed. 

 

 Chief DeFalco discussed the murder that occurred last month; information was 

methodically withheld as to not tip off the accused; thanked Salem County Prosecutors Office, 

U.S. Marshalls, Woodstown P.D. for their diligent efforts on this case.  

 

 Council President Merkle discussed with Council the Shared Service Agreement with 

Salem County for EMS/BLS services; cost per run goes directly to EMSS.  

 

Utilities 

 No report 

  

Streets and Roads  

 Engineer Erik Biermann provided several updates; 

-DOT issued revisions for the Rose Dr. project; Engineers office is working to 

address revisions and will respond to NJ DOT once revisions are complete 

  -Landberg started work on Bertha & Guernsey this week.  

 

 Council discussed the previously shared quote from Krise Electric Services for the 

crosswalk flashing light on Bailey St. & Lotus Ave; Deputy Clerk tasked with obtaining further 

warranty & replacement information.  

 A motion declaring repairs to flashing crosswalk as a public safety emergency and 

approving expenditure not to exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000), was made by Hyman, 

seconded by Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.  

 

 Council discussed the ongoing issues at 51 Lotus Ave.; quotes for overgrown brush and 

grass were discussed.  

 A motion to approve a quote for brush and tree removal at 51 Lotus Ave., provided by 

Melnyk’s Tree Service, contingent upon the responsible parties not taking required action by 

Friday, June 12th, was made by Hyman, seconded by Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll 

call vote.  

  

General Government 

 No report 

   

Health, Recreation and Open Space 

 No report 

RESOLUTION 2026-61 

 A motion to enter into Closed Session for personnel was made by Merkle, seconded by 

Stemberger. 

 

 A motion to return to Open Session was made by Stemberger, seconded by Hyman.  

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:20pm on a motion by 

Merkle, seconded by Stemberger.  All were in favor. 

 

Respectfully,  

Erin L. Maurer 

Deputy Clerk   


