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WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES 
May 26, 2026 

 

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was 
held at 7 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the Daily 
Journal, posting in the Borough Hall foyer, and on the Borough Website in compliance with the 
Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joseph Hiles, who then led the flag salute.  A roll call 
of members present followed.  
 

The following members were present: 
Bertha Hyman  Jaclyn Morris  James Hackett 
Jesse Stemberger Glenn Merkle  Heather Bobbitt 
   

Also Present: 
Patricia Bohren, Erin Maurer, Chief Ryan DeFalco, James Farro, Erik Biermann, Wesley Burden, 
Solicitor Joseph DiNicola Sr, Rick Eber, Ezequiel Justice & family, Officer Todd Batten, Lt. James 
LaPalomento, Officer Gabriel Chiarelli 
 

RESOLUTION 2026-58 
 A motion to approve the hiring of Police Officer Ezequiel Justice was made by Merkle, 
Seconded by Hyman.  Approved by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 Officer Justice was sworn in. 
 
Public Portion 
 There being no public comment, the public portion was closed. 
 
Solicitor 
 Solicitor DiNicola discussed the process of registering the ambulances being leased to 
EMSS. 
 Solicitor DiNicola discussed the Green Acres property and the Boroughs plan to notice the 
neighboring property owner of the Boroughs intent to move the existing fence. Mayor Hiles asked 
that the Salem County Animal Control Officer, Ned Shimp, be looped in, in precaution of horses 
on the neighboring property. DiNicola will forward a letter to Council once assembled for review.  
  
Ordinances  

ORDINANCE 2026-6 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM,  

STATE OF NEW JERSEY CREATING A CHAPTER FOR THE REGULATION  
OF SHORT-TERM DWELLING RENTAL UNITS 

 Solicitor DiNicola discussed the Planning Board rebuttal to the Short-Term Rental 
ordinance. Councilman Stemberger shared his interpretation of Planning Boards opinion on the 
ordinance.  Borough Clerk Bohren shared her interpretation of Planning Board Solicitor Bill 
Horner’s opinion on Short Term Rentals. Zoning Official Maurer shared her opinion on Short 
Term Rentals and the work that will need to go into regulating short term rentals versus prohibiting 
short term rentals. Discussion debating between regulating versus prohibiting the use was held.  
Solicitor DiNicola will discuss further with Planning Board Solicitor Bill Horner and recommends 
tabling discussion and decision pending further review with the professionals.  
 A motion to table the above-named ordinance for further discussion and decision 
 was made by Merkle, seconded by Hackett. All were in favor.  
 

ORDINANCE 2026-7 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE 

OF NEW JERSEY CREATING A CHAPTER ESTABLISHING A “SAFE EXCHANGE 
ZONE” FOR RESIDENTS CONDUCTING CHILD CUSTODY AND VISITATION 

EXCHANGES AND PRIVATE TRANSACTIONS FROM ONLINE MARKET PLACES 
A public hearing for the above-named ordinance was opened for comment. With no public 

comment, the hearing was closed.  
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 A motion for final adoption of the above-named ordinance was made by Merkle, seconded 
by Bobbitt. Approved by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Consent Agenda 
1. Minutes of the May 12, 2026 regular Council meeting.  
2. Minutes of the February 24, 2026 Closed Session minutes for Police Contract. 
3. Resolution 2026-59 Accepting the Rotary Club’s donation of 4 benches for Watson’s Park. 
4. Approve Lieutenant LaPalomento’s 2026-2029 contract. 
5. Approve Hope Cathedral’s request to use Watson’s Park on Saturday, July 11 from 12pm – 2pm for a 

Church Cookout for approximately 50 people, with bathroom access. 
 A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Stemberger, seconded by Morris. 
Approved by unanimous roll call vote.  
 
Finance 
 A motion to pay bills was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hackett. Approved by unanimous 
roll call vote.  
 
 A Public Hearing for the Budget as opened for comment. With no public comment, the 
hearing was closed. 
 Final adoption is slated for June 23, 2026. 
 
Public Safety  
 Council President Merkle discussed the addendum to the EMSS leasing of ambulances. 
 Merkle made a motion to approve the addendum for the EMSS lease.  Stemberger 
seconded.  Approved by unanimous roll call vote.   
 
Utilities 
 No report 
  
Streets and Roads  
 Engineer Erik Biermann provided several updates; 
  Rose Drive project has been submitted to NJ DOT for review; Preconstruction 
meeting for the Bertha & Guernsey project took place, construction is set to start the week after 
Memorial Day; Borton Drive Phase II project is in the design phase. 
 
 Engineer Biermann also discussed the 2027 NJ Municipal Aid grant program previously 
mentioned at earlier meetings; his recommendation is to apply for the grant.  
 Councilwoman Bobbitt expressed her concerns with applying for the grant given the 
current financial situation; irresponsible to apply based on the uncertainty of future financial needs.  
 General discussion took place. Council was in agreement to take a year off. 
 
 Public Works Supervisor James Farro advised that the public works yard parking lot where 
the emergency repair was made is to be paved in the coming weeks. 
 
 Public Works Supervisor James Farro intended to interview for the Public Works laborer 
position next week. 
 
 Borough Clerk Bohren shared her conversation had with Elmer Clerk about the Shared 
Services Agreement and concerns over equipment, maintenance and other concerns previously 
addressed by Farro. Due to the age of our equipment, lack of manpower, and a lack of place to 
store equipment in Elmer, Council determined it is not feasible to enter into the agreement.  
  
General Government 
 No report 
   
Health, Recreation and Open Space 
 A motion to approve the 8th Annual Community Day at Watson’s Park on August 8, 2026  
(rain date August 9, 2026) from 12-4pm was made by Stemberger, seconded by Hackett. All were 
in favor.  
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 Councilman Stemberger shared the upcoming Pre-Juneteenth walk being held at Mary 
Shoemaker School, June 3, 2026 from 5-7pm.  
 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:07pm on a motion by 
Hackett, seconded by Stemberger.  All were in favor. 

 
Respectfully,  
 
Erin L. Maurer 
Deputy Clerk   


