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WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES 

May 12, 2026 
 

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was 

held at 7 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the Daily 

Journal, posting in the Borough Hall foyer, and on the Borough Website in compliance with the 

Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joseph Hiles, who then led the flag salute.  A roll call 

of members present followed.  
 

The following members were present: 

Bertha Hyman  Jaclyn Morris  James Hackett 

Jesse Stemberger Glenn Merkle   
   

Also Present: 

Patricia Bohren, Erin Maurer, Chief DeFalco, James Farro, Erik Biermann, Wesley Burden, 

Solicitor DiNicola, Rick Eber, Commissioner Paul Collier, Heather Boscoe, Lawrence Haines 

 

Absent: Heather Bobbitt 

 

Public Portion 

 Rick Eber, 4 Blanche St., thanked Council for allowing Cub Scout Pack #238 to attend and 

participate at the last Council meeting; discussion about his opposition to proposed dock cost and 

how the remaining costs not covered by a grant are funded. 

Mayor Hiles responded, referring to prior years’ efforts of erosion control and how installing a 

dock could help; discussed potential scale back of project to fit within the financial scope of the 

grant that was awarded.  

 

 Salem County Commissioner Paul Collier introduced himself to Council as newly 

appointed County Commissioner and stated he had been traveling around the county, attending 

Municipal meetings to introduce himself and offer his assistance to local governing bodies in his 

official capacity.  

 

 There being no further public comment, the public portion was closed. 

 

Solicitor 

 No report. 

 

Ordinances  

ORDINANCE 2026-5 

CALENDAR YEAR 2026 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

APPROPIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 

A public hearing for the above-named ordinance was opened for comment. With no public 

comment, the hearing was closed.  

 A motion to adopt the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by Hyman. 

Approved by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

ORDINANCE 2026-6 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM,  

STATE OF NEW JERSEY CREATING A CHAPTER FOR THE REGULATION  

OF SHORT-TERM DWELLING RENTAL UNITS 

 A public hearing for the above-named ordinance was opened for comment.  

Solicitor DiNicola discussed the Planning Board rebuttal to the Short-Term Rental 

ordinance. DiNicola recommended tabling discussion and approval/denial decision until more 

definitive answers can be attained.   

Mayor Hiles discussed his interpretation of the Planning Board rebuttal. 

Councilman Stemberger discussed his interpretation of the Planning Board rebuttal. 

Zoning Officer Maurer discussed the ongoing issues with Short Term Rentals. 

General Public discussion about Short Term Rentals took place. 
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 With no further public comment, the hearing was closed. 

 A motion to table the above-named ordinance for further discussion and decision 

 was made by Hackett, seconded by Merkle. All were in favor.  

 

 

ORDINANCE 2026-7 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE 

OF NEW JERSEY CREATING A CHAPTER ESTABLISHING A “SAFE EXCHANGE 

ZONE” FOR RESIDENTS CONDUCTING CHILD CUSTODY AND VISITATION 

EXCHANGES AND PRIVATE TRANSACTIONS FROM ONLINE MARKET PLACES 

 A motion for introduction of the above-named ordinance was made by Merkle, seconded 

by Hyman. Approved by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

 

Consent Agenda 

1. Minutes of the April 28, 2026 regular Council meeting.  

2. Accept Tax Collector’s April report. 

3. Accept Tax Collector’s Annual report of taxes not collectible. 

4. Approve release of Performance and Payment Bonds to Bott Electrical Contractor for Marvin L. 

Watson Lighting Improvements. 

5. Approve LDJ Productions use of Watson’s Park on Saturday, June 13 from 12pm – 5pm for an outdoor 

concert event, anticipating approximately 100 attendees, with bathroom access. 

6. Approve Brian M Walter as a regular member of the Reliance Fire Company.   

 

 A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Merkle, seconded by Stemberger. 

Approved by unanimous roll call vote with Hackett abstaining from #1.  

 

Finance 

 A motion to pay bills was made by Hackett, seconded by Hyman. Approved by unanimous 

roll call vote.  

 

Public Safety  

 The Police Department report was discussed. 

 

 Chief advised Council that the Police Department has concluded interviews and 

recommends the hiring of Ezequiel Justice. A motion to authorize the Police Department hire of 

Ezequiel Justice was made by Merkle, seconded by Morris. Approved by unanimous roll call 

vote. 

 

Utilities 

 The Engineer report was discussed. 

 Engineer Erik Biermann discussed a letter the Borough received from the NJ DEP 

accepting the Boroughs Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan which will allow the Borough to 

apply for future grants.   

 

Streets and Roads  

 Engineer Erik Biermann discussed the 2027 NJ Municipal Aid grant program previously 

mentioned at earlier meetings; Council will need to make a decision by the end of the month; 

Engineer Biermann recommended making it a smaller project. Engineer Biermann will prepare a 

recommendation and job scope for application of the 2027 NJ Municipal Aid grant program to 

present to Council. 

 

 Public Works Supervisor James Farro discussed the proposed Shared Service Agreement 

with Elmer for Street Sweeping. Farro discussed his review and revision to the agreement, and 

stated that offering such service may need to wait until the Borough has adequate Public Works 

staffing, adding that overtime verbiage needs to be added to the agreement. Farro expressed 

concerns regarding the age of the equipment and travel time. 

Clerk Bohren clarified her understanding of the Shared Service Agreement with Elmer for Street 

Sweeping and discussed potential grants to help in obtaining a new sweeper. 

Further discussion will take place at the next meeting. 
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 Public Works Supervisor James Farro brought up a discussion on the DOT requirements 

for road construction or reconstruction.  Engineer Biermann responded, explaining the Engineering 

portion of the process of road construction/reconstruction.  

 

 Public Works Supervisor James Farro addressed a lapse of rank structure between the 

Municipal Utilities Authority and the Assistant Foreman of Public Works.  Councilman Hackett 

discussed a conversation he had with Mike Quinnette of the WBMUA; in agreeance of MUA 

following proper chain of command when requesting assistance from Public Works for water 

meter reads. 

 

General Government 

 General discussion on the rescheduling of the first Council meeting in June took place.  A 

motion to authorize the rescheduling of the June 9, 2026 Council meeting, moving to June 8, 

2026, was made by Morris, seconded by Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote. 

   

Health, Recreation and Open Space 

 In absence of Councilman Stemberger, Council President Merkle attended the Solid Waste 

Advisory Committee meeting; provided a summary of the meeting which included the 

recommendation of SWAC to the County Commissioners for approving the proposed Wood 

Recycling Center in the area of Rt.40.  

 

 Council President Merkle attended a meeting hosted by the County for animal service 

solutions, specifically addressing the lack of an animal shelter. Further discussion provided that 

the County has signed an agreement with AHS in Vineland (formerly South Jersey Regional 

Animal Shelter) with future plans for a Salem County shelter being an ongoing dialogue.  

 

 Discussion on the recent issue on Alloway Rd., between Council and Solicitor, was 

initiated by questions asked from Public Works Supervisor James Farro. Zoning Officer Maurer 

to provide an update on findings via email to Mayor and Council by end of week. 

 

 Council Stemberger shared Planning Boards intent to recommend an ordinance defining 

and prohibiting the development of Data Centers within the Borough of Woodstown; general 

discussion took place. 

 

 Council President added the Memorial Day Commemoration will be held Monday, May 

25, 2026, 10am at the Memorial Lake.  

 

 Councilwoman Morris summarized her experience at the recent Board of Education 

Regionalization forum; study led by Rowan; discussion topics included impacts on taxes, benefits 

and disadvantages for/to students. The next meeting forum is scheduled for May 20th, 6pm at the 

Mary Shoemaker School.  

 

RESOLUTION 2026-57 

 A motion to enter into Closed Session for Personnel was made by Merkle, seconded by 

Hackett. All were in favor. 

 

 A motion to return to Open Session was made by Stemberger, seconded by Merkle. All 

were in favor. 

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:32pm on a motion by 

Merkle, seconded by Hyman.  All were in favor. 

 

Respectfully,  

 

Erin L. Maurer 

Deputy Clerk   


