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WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES 

April 28, 2026 
 

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was 

held at 7 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the Daily 

Journal, posting in the Borough Hall foyer, and on the Borough Website in compliance with the 

Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joseph Hiles, who then welcomed Cub Scout Pack 

#238 to lead the flag salute.  A roll call of members present followed.  
 

The following members were present: 

Heather Bobbitt  Bertha Hyman  Jaclyn Morris 

Jesse Stemberger Glenn Merkle   
   

Also Present: 

Patricia Bohren, Erin Maurer, Chief DeFalco, Fred Caltabiano, Stephen Labb, James Farro, Erik 

Biermann, Wesley Burden, Solicitor DiNicola, Rick Eber, Cub Scouts Pack #238, Tamarie 

Bitgood 

 

Absent: James Hackett 

 

Public Portion 

  Cub Scout Pack #238, led by Pack Leader Rick Eber, asked Council questions relating to 

voting, elections, and the process of both, which they had been learning about at their club meeting. 

In return, Mayor asked the Cub Scouts for ideas and suggestions on improvements for the town 

that they think may benefit the community.  

 

 Tamarie Bitgood, Salem County Art League, discussed a Plein Air Painting Event she 

wishes for the league to host in Woodstown in early July, noting that the historical buildings were 

a distinct factor of selecting Woodstown for the event. Councilman Stemberger agreed to compile 

a list of specific historic buildings/place in Woodstown for Tamarie.  

 

 There being no further public comment, the public portion was closed. 

 

Solicitor 

 No report  

 

Ordinances  

ORDINANCE 2026-5 

CALENDAR YEAR 2026 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

APPROPIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 

 A motion for introduction of the above-named ordinance was made by Merkle, seconded 

by Morris. Approved by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

ORINANCE 2026-6 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM,  

STATE OF NEW JERSEY CREATING A CHAPTER FOR THE REGULATION  

OF SHORT-TERM DWELLING RENTAL UNITS 

 A motion for introduction of the above-named ordinance was made by Bobbitt, seconded 

by Morris. Approved by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

Consent Agenda 

1. Minutes of the April 14, 2026 regular Council meeting.  

2. Resolution 2026-52 Authorizing the Award of Ground Water Monitoring Laboratory Services for the 

Joint Woodstown-Pilesgrove Sanitary Landfill. 

3. Resolution 2026-53 FY2026 Budget Introduction. 

4. Resolution 2026-54 Authorizing Application to the Local Finance Board for 1977 Cap Waiver. 

5. Resolution 2026-55 Appoint Supervising Certifying Officer for Pensions. 

6. Approve Candace Braxton’s request to use Watson’s Park for a Birthday Party on Saturday, May 2, 

2026 from 10am – 2pm, with bathroom access. 
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7. Approve Terri Santiago’s request to use Watson’s Park for a Birthday Party on Saturday, May 9, 2026 

from 2pm – 5pm, with bathroom access.  

8. Approve The IKE Foundation’s request to host a Kids Fishing Event at Memorial Lake on Saturday, 

May 16, 2026 from 7am – 1pm. 

 

 A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Stemberger, seconded by Bobbitt. 

Approved by unanimous roll call vote with Morris abstaining from #1.  

 

Finance 

 A motion to pay bills was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Morris. Approved by unanimous 

roll call vote. 

 

 Auditor Fred Caltabiano discussed the CY2026 Municipal Budget. 

 

 Chief Municipal Finance Officer Stephen Labb discussed Ordinance 2026-5.  

 

Public Safety  

 Chief DeFalco discussed VCS services. 

 

RESOLUTION 2026-56 

 A motion to authorize additional services to be provided by Visual Computer Solutions, 

Inc. was made by Merkle, seconded by Bobbitt. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.  

 

 A motion to approve a lease agreement for the housing of vendor apparatus for 

emergency services with Lower Alloways Creek was made by Merkle, seconded by Stemberger.  

Approved by unanimous roll call vote.   

 

Chief updated Council on the ongoing hiring process for the Police Department; 

interviews are scheduled and Chief is hopeful to provide an offer of employment in the beginning 

of May.  

 

Utilities 

 No Report   

 

Streets and Roads  

 Engineer Erik Biermann discussed NJ DOT solicitation of applications for the 2027 

Municipal Aid Funding and the options for applying; deadline to apply is July 1, 2026 with 

authorization required 4 weeks head of time. General discussion from Mayor and Council took 

place; a decision was tabled until next meeting.  

 

 Engineer Biermann discussed the Rose Dr. project; 70% of project was covered with aid.  

 

 Public Works Supervisor Farro shared with Council that applications for Public Works 

Laborer are being evaluated; he expects to be interviewing within the next few weeks. 

 

 Public Works Supervisor Farro provided updates to the repairs taking place behind the 

Public Works building and to the pumphouse out front of Public Works; reviewing punch list and 

wrapping up final items; completion expected within the next month. 

 

General Government 

 A nomination of Rick Pfeffer for the Outstanding Citizen Award was received.  

 A motion to approve the nomination was made by Merkle, seconded by Hyman. All were 

in favor.  

 

 A Council discussion on Data Centers took place. Councilman Stemberger educated the 

rest of Council on the research he had done on Data Centers.  Based on testimony provided by 

the Solicitor and Engineer, the Mayor feels the best action Council may be able to take would be 

to support neighboring Municipalities and State/Federal regulations around Data Centers. 
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 Solicitor DiNicola suggested Council send a letter of concern to State Representatives 

citing their concerns for the development of Data Centers.  

 

 Councilwoman Morris discussed the current proposal for school regionalization and 

urged Council and members of the public to attend any meetings.  

 

   

Health, Recreation and Open Space 

 Councilman Stemberger shared with Council the Joint Environmental Commission will be 

hosting a Spring Cleanup Saturday May 9, 2026 at 10am. 

 

 Councilman Stemberger reported that the Salem County Film Festival went well. He 

recognized Mayor Hiles for his participation.  

  

 Councilman Stemberger discussed a possible conflict of meeting time for the June 9 

meeting that may affect multiple Council members; to be put on the agenda for discussion at the 

next meeting.  

 

 Council discussed the Green Acres property on Alloway Rd.; future discussion will take 

place at the next meeting for a precise plan of action. Solicitor DiNicola recommended to follow 

up with Pilesgrove Township as well, since the issue at hand involves both sides of municipal 

boundaries.  

 

 Engineer Biermann added that Woodstown Borough was awarded a recreation grant for 

installing a dock at Memorial Lake; it was noted that such installation will require a permit from 

NJ DEP.  The grant does not cover the full amount of the project.  Engineer Biermann will look 

into scaling the project back so more of the cost is covered by the grant.   

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:36pm on a motion by 

Stemberger, seconded by Morris.  All were in favor. 

 

Respectfully,  

 

Erin L. Maurer 

Deputy Clerk   


