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WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES 
April 14, 2026 

 

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was 
held at 7 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the Daily 
Journal, posting in the Borough Hall foyer, and on the Borough Website in compliance with the 
Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joseph Hiles, who then led the flag salute, followed by 
a roll call of members present.  
 

The following members were present: 
Heather Bobbitt  James Hackett  Bertha Hyman   
Jesse Stemberger Glenn Merkle   
 
   

Also Present: 
Patricia Bohren, Erin Maurer, Chief DeFalco, James Farro, Jim Biegen, Wesley Burden, Solicitor 
DiNicola, Jenn Herrmann  
 
Absent: Jaclyn Morris 
 
Public Portion 
 Jenn Herrmann, 160 S. Main St., thanked Council for addressing the poor condition of 
sidewalks on Main Street. J. Herrmann also discussed existing Bradford Pear Trees in the Borough; 
an extremely invasive species known for dense, thorny thickets and overpowering native species, 
currently banned in NJ. J. Herrmann asked council to look into possibly initiating a replacement 
plan for properties/residents in the Borough that have this species of tree. Mayor suggested 
researching the species and collective information further, possibly adding a blurb to the newsletter 
about the invasive plant.  Council President Merkle suggested bringing this matter to the attention 
of the Joint Environmental Commission, noting that their next scheduled meeting is May 14, 2026 
at 7p.m. in Borough Hall.  
 
 There being no further public comment, the public portion was closed. 
 
Solicitor 
  Solicitor DiNicola briefly discussed the proposed Short Term Rental ordinance; Council 
received a copy in their packets for review; discussion and possible action expected at the next 
meeting.  
 
Ordinances  
 There were no ordinances for discussion. 
 
Consent Agenda 

1. Minutes of the March 24, 2026 regular Council meeting.  
2. Minutes of January 27, 2026 closed session Council meeting for Finance Personnel. 
3. Minutes of February 10, 2026 closed session Council meeting for Finance. 
4. Minutes of February 10, 2026 closed session Council meeting for Finance Personnel. 
5. Minutes of February 24, 2026 closed session Council meeting for Joint Landfill. 
6. Minutes of February 24, 2026 closed session Council meeting for Finance Personnel. 
7. Minutes of March 10, 2026 closed session Council meeting for Public Works Personnel. 
8. Resolution 2026-49 Procurement Card Policies and Procedures. 
9. Accept Tax Collector’s Report. 
10. Approve Chief DeFalco’s 2026 – 2029 Contract. 
11. Approve Reliance Fire Company coin drops for Saturday, June 13th (rain date Sunday, June 14th) 

and Saturday, August 22 (rain date August 23rd). 
12. Approve Proposal for Professional Services from Sickels & Associates for Borton Drive Phase II 

Roadway Improvements. 
13. Approve Brooke Mills request to use Watson’s Park for a Birthday Party on Saturday, April 18, 

2026 from 2pm – 5pm, with bathroom access.   
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 A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Stemberger, seconded by Hyman. 
Approved by unanimous roll call vote with Hackett abstaining from item #7, Bobbitt abstaining 
from #3,4,7, Merkle abstaining from #1.  
 
Finance 
 A motion to pay bills was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hackett. Approved by unanimous 
roll call vote. 
 
 Councilman Hackett announced that Woodstown Borough has been awarded Local 
Recreation Improvement Grant in the amount of $64,700.00 for FY2026. 
 

RESOLUTION 2026-50 
 A motion authorizing an emergency temporary budget resolution N.J.S.A 40A:4-20 was 
made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hackett. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.   
 
 
Public Safety  
 The Police Department Report was discussed. 
 
 Chief DeFalco updated Council on the hiring process; ongoing. 
 
 Chief DeFalco discussed Jobs4Blue; will follow up with Borough insurance company 
and report back prior to moving forward.  
 
 Chief DeFalco met with Engineer Erik Biermann to analyze the current crosswalk setup 
on Lincoln Avenue. Engineer Erik Biermann recommended painting the curb, adding a crossing 
guard and adding signage that reads ‘Buses Only’ to abate traffic flow/student crossing issues.  
 
 Council President Merkle led a discussion about Reliance Fire Company Capital 
Improvements and ‘wish list’ items. Councilman Stemberger recommended discussing the 
request with the CFO prior to Council making a decision.  
 
 A discussion about incorporating a “Safe Exchange Zone” in the Borough parking lot 
took place. Chief DeFalco stated he would gather further information to present to Council.  
 
 A discussion about the leasing of vehicles to EMSS took place.  
 
 The L.A.C. lease agreement for housing EMSS was sent to Council for review. Action 
is expected to be taken at the next meeting. 
 
Utilities 
 Engineer Jim Biegen reported that the Standpipe roof repair has been completed.   
 
Streets and Roads 
 Public Works Supervisor James questioned the Boroughs Recovery Ordinance pertaining 
to an incident a week prior on Broad Street; Public Works time at the incident should be 
reimbursable through private insurance for work completed during normal business hours.  
  
 Engineer Jim Biegen reported that the Bertha & Guernsey project contract has been 
approved by the DOT; working to gather performative bonds. 
 Rose Dr. is nearing completion of the design phase. 
 Borton Dr. Phase II design is in progress. 
 
General Government 
  Councilman Stemberger announced the Town Center Plan Endorsement has been 
approved.  
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 A report on Planning Board Variances approved in 2025 was reviewed.  
 
 Edits and changes for the Borough Newsletter, Summer 2026 edition, are due to the 
Deputy Clerk by April 23. 
 
 The Borough will be hosting a Shred Event, Saturday, April 18, 2026 from 9am-12pm in 
the parking lot located directly behind Borough Hall. A link to the flyer with event information 
was posted to the Borough website.  
 
 
Health, Recreation and Open Space 
 A discussion about the Green Acres property on Alloway Rd. took place; Public Works 
and Chief DeFalco discussed issues with the current fence system and possible remedies for 
resolution.   
 
 The Seed Swap event is taking place April 25, 2026, 10am-1pm at the Friends Meeting 
House located on N. Main St. 
 
 Salem County Film & Arts Festival will be held April 25, 2026 in Woodstown, central 
location is the Borough parking lot entrance between Blue Moon Theatre and Farmers and Bankers 
Brewery, but will include the downtown area.  
 
 The Juneteenth event held by the WPRSD has been rescheduled for June 3, 2026 
 
 The Salem County Art League proposed ‘Plein Aire’ event was discussed. 
 
 A request to construct a private memorial garden at Memorial Lake was submitted; Public 
Works Supervisor Farro will meet with the requestor to determine location, planting, maintenance, 
etc., and report back to Council for a decision at a later date.  
 
 The Salem County Waste Advisory Committees next meeting will be held April 29, 2026 
at 6p.m. in the building across from S.C.I.A. to discuss possible expansion of wood chipping 
facility.  
 

RESOLUTION 2026-51 
 A motion appointing Council President Glenn Merkle as an Alternate Representative 
for the Salem County Waste Advisory Committee was made by Hackett, seconded by 
Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.  
 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:36pm on a motion by 
Stemberger, seconded by Hackett.  All were in favor. 

 
Respectfully,  
 
Erin L. Maurer 
Deputy Clerk   


