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WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES 

February 24, 2026 
 

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was 

held at 6:30 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the 

Daily Journal, posting in the Borough Hall foyer, and on the Borough Website in compliance with 

the Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joseph Hiles, who then led the flag salute, followed by 

a roll call of members present.  
 

The following members were present: 

James Hackett  Bertha Hyman  Jaclyn Morris 

Glenn Merkle  Jesse Stemberger Heather Bobbitt 
   

Also Present: 

Patricia Bohren, Erin Maurer, Chief DeFalco, Jeffrey Fredo, James Farro, Erik Biermann, Joseph 

DiNicola Sr., Wesley Burden, Mike Quinnette, Stephen Labb, Jennifer Koeturius, Brian 

Pokrzywa, Bob Budd, Doug Hathaway, Trudy Parker, John Ervin, Jeff Day, Greg Samilo  

 

Public Portion 

 John Ervin, Jeff Day, and Greg Samilo of Osprey Energy, LLC, formerly CS Energy, LLC, 

originally presented their solar presentation in Fall of 2024, presented information on capping the 

former Joint Landfill and erecting community solar panels. 

 

 Doug Hathaway and Trudy Parker, Woodstown Beautification Committee Chair and Vice 

Chair, presented Council with a proposed refurbished public patio at the N. Main St. entrance of 

Borough Parking, utilizing a grant from T-Mobile, if awarded. March 31, 2026 is the deadline to 

apply. The Beautification Committee is requesting a letter authorizing the Committee to pursue 

the grant.  

 

 A motion to provide the Beautification Committee with a letter of support for the T-Mobile 

Hometown Grant was made by Stemberger, seconded by Bobbitt. All were in favor. 

  

Solicitor 

  No report. 

 

Ordinances  

 There were no ordinances on the agenda for introduction, public hearing, or final 

adoption. 

 

Consent Agenda 

1. Minutes of the February 10, 2026 regular Council meeting.  

2. Accept Tax Collector’s January Report. 

3. Resolution 2026-34 Authorizing LOSAP Payments to Qualified Participants. 

4. Resolution 2026-35 Authorizing Contract for Roadway Improvements on Bertha Avenue 

and Guernsey Place. 

5. Approve Locals on the Lake event, Lake Fest, on Sunday, June 14, 2026 from 12pm – 

4pm, with a banner to be displayed 2 weeks before the event and taken down no later than 

end of day of the event.   

 

Hackett requested item number 4 be pulled from the consent agenda, and to discuss it under 

Street and Roads Committee report.  A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by 

Hackett, seconded by Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote with Bobbitt abstaining 

from items 1 and 3. 

 

Finance 

 A motion to pay bills was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hackett. Approved by unanimous 

roll call vote. 
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 A Budget Workshop is scheduled for March 10, 2026 at 5:30pm.  

 

ORDINANCE 2026-3 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $150,000 FROM THE CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS TO BERTHA AVENUE AND 

GUERSNEY PLACE BY THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY  

 A motion to introduce the above-named ordinance by title only was made by Hackett, 

seconded by Bobbitt. Approved by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

Public Safety 

 Chief DeFalco advised Council that he had received a resignation letter from Patrolman 

Joel Seabo effective February 24, 2026. Chief DeFalco expressed his desire to move forward 

with the hiring process.  

 A motion to start the process of hiring a new Police Department Officer was made by 

Merkle, seconded by Morris. All were in favor.  

 

 Council President Merkle discussed the Rotary Club’s request for a Safe Exchange Zone 

Program. Chief DeFalco advised that this has already been an occurrence in Borough Parking; 

discussion of designated parking spots took place.  

 

 Chief DeFalco also discussed the upcoming Salem County Film Festival’s request to 

close the right of way between Farmers and Bankers Brewing and the Opera House, and to  allow 

multiple food trucks around the area. A general discussion on this matter took place; Public 

Safety Committee agreed to take the request into consideration.  

 

 Brian Pokrzywa addressed Council about school buses driving over the speed limit 

through Candlelight Village.  

 

Utilities 

 The Engineer report was discussed. 

 

 Public Works Supervisor James Farro addressed Council about the ground 

collapse/sinkhole behind the Public Works building; specifically citing the failure of a piece of 

42” discharge pipe roughly 15’ to 25’ in length. A discussion for emergency repairs took place 

between Engineer Erik Biermann, James Farro, and Council.  

 A motion to approve emergency repairs to the sinkhole behind Public Works was made by 

Hackett, seconded by Hyman. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.  

 

 Mike Quinnette, WBMUA, advised Council that water bills would be sent out in April; 

increase and excess charges will be quarterly, general billing will be quarterly; explanation of 

new billing cycle will be sent out with the water bills.  

 

 Engineer Biermann alerted Council that TMobile has decided to not move forward with 

putting a generator in at the base of the water tower.   

 

Streets and Roads 

 Councilwoman Hyman thanked Public Works for the job well done with the recent snow 

storm.  Mayor Hiles also commended Public Works on a job well done with the recent snow storm.  

 

Engineer Biermann needs a decision on the final selection of the scope of work for Borton 

Drive at the March 24 meeting at the latest.  

 

RESOLUTION 2026-35 

 A motion to authorizing contract for roadway improvements on Bertha Avenue and 

Guernsey Place was made by Hyman, seconded by Hackett. Approved by unanimous roll call 

vote.  
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General Government 

 Councilwoman Morris, Council President Merkle, and Mayor Hiles attended the virtual 

meeting on Town Center Designation presented by NJ DEP; will continue to move forward with 

project.   

 

Health, Recreation and Open Space 

  Councilman Stemberger asked of the Council and Public, anyone having information on 

‘Aunt Betsy’s House’ kindly forward him the information.  

 

RESOLUTION 2026-36 

 A motion to enter into Closed Session for Finance Personnel, Contract Negotiations for the 

Joint Landfill, and Contract Negotiations for Personnel was made by Merkle, seconded by Hackett. 

All were in favor.  

 

 A motion to return to Open Session was made by Merkle, seconded by Hackett. All were 

in favor.  

 

RESOLUTION 2026-37 

A motion to approve appointing Stephen Labb as Chief Municipal Finance Officer was 

made by Hackett, seconded by Stemberger. Approve by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

ORDINANCE 2026-4 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SALARIES AND COMPENSATION OF THE 

FOLLOWING OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, 

COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

A motion to introduce the above named ordinance by title only, creating the position of 

Assistant Chief Finance Officer and Treasurer was made by Hackett, seconded by Stemberger. 

Approved by unanimous roll call vote.  

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:07pm on a motion by 

Merkle, seconded by Stemberger.  All were in favor. 

 

Respectfully,  

 

Erin L. Maurer 

Deputy Borough Clerk  


