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WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES 

February 10, 2026 
 

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was 

held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the 

Daily Journal, posting in the Borough Hall foyer, and on the Borough Website in compliance with 

the Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joseph Hiles, who then led the flag salute, followed by 

a roll call of members present.  

 
 

The following members were present: 

James Hackett  Bertha Hyman  Jaclyn Morris 

Glenn Merkle  Jesse Stemberger  

 

Absent: Heather Bobbitt 
   

Also Present: 

Patricia Bohren, Erin Maurer, Chief DeFalco, Jeffrey Fredo, James Farro, Jim Biegen, Joseph 

DiNicola Sr., Wesley Burden 

 

Public Portion 

 Erin Maurer, 11 Shirley St., approached Council seeking clarification on the proposed 

water rate hike; any potential regulations governing rate increases during the water lease to the 

M.U.A.; notification to residents regarding the upcoming changes with the M.U.A. Councilman 

Hackett advised that no regulations or stipulations were put in place to limit the amount, or times 

a rate increase could occur. Councilman Stemberger addressed Ms. Maurer’s concern over a rate 

increase, stating that it was in his opinion, from partaking in meetings with the Sewer Authority, 

any increases would be introduced with resident financials in mind.  

 

 Council further discussed other possible ways of notifying residents about the changes to 

the water bill and delayed mailing. 

 

 Mayor Hiles provided Council and attending public with a reading of proclamation for 

Council President Merkle’s induction into the New Jersey Scholastic Coaches Hall of Fame for 

his any years of dedicated service to high school athletics; specifically noting his achievements as 

Director of Athletics for Woodstown High School, NJSIAA South Jersey Group II Boys Section 

II Representative; founding the 1st high school soccer program.  

 

Solicitor 

 Solicitor DiNicola discussed the Consent Order entered on record for 18 Hunt Street.; 

signed by all parties involved.  

 

 Solicitor DiNicola lead a discussion on Short Term Rentals.  

 

Ordinances  

ORDINANCE 2026-1 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

WOODSTOWN, SALEM COUNTY, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, REPEALING CHAPTER 90 

ENTITLED “WATER” AND REPLACING WITH CHAPTER 90 ENTITLED “WATER 

CONNECTIONS” OF THE CODE OF TE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN 
 A public hearing for the above-named ordinance was opened for comment. With no public 

comment, the hearing was closed. 

 A motion to approve the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by 

Merkle. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.  
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ORDINANCE 2026-2 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE 

OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE PRIVATE LEASE OF CERTAIN EMERGENCY 

MEDICAL VEHICLES PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:12-14 & 15. TO EVENT MEDICAL 

STAFFING SOLUTIONS, LLC FOR NOMINAL CONSIDERATION  

 A motion to introduce the above-named ordinance was made by Merkle, seconded by 

Hyman. Approved by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

Consent Agenda 

1. Minutes of the January 27, 2026 regular Council meeting.  

2. Minutes of the August 26, 2025 closed session Council meeting for Finance. 

3. Minutes of the September 23, 2025 closed session Council meeting for Collective Bargaining 

Agreement. 

4. Minutes of the October 28, 2025 closed session Council meeting for Professional Services. 

5. Minutes of the December 9, 2025 closed session Council meeting for Contracts. 

6. Resolution 2026-30 Authorizing Release and Closure of Escrow Account. 

7. Resolution 2026-31 Authorizing the Purchase of five (5) Ambulances from the County for the 

Department of Emergency Services. 

  

A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Hackett, seconded by Stemberger. 

Approved by unanimous roll call vote with Morris abstaining from items 2 through 5. 

 

Finance 

 A motion to pay bills was made by Hackett, seconded by Merkle. Approved by unanimous 

roll call vote. 

 

 The Budget Workshop tentatively scheduled for February 24, 2026 is rescheduled for 

March 10, 2026 at 5:30pm.  

 

Public Safety 

 The Police Department report was discussed.  

 

 Chief DeFalco advised Council that Officers are currently obtaining training and 

certification for CPR.  

 

 Chief DeFalco also advised Council that a decision has been made about overnight street 

parking waiver requests; no more than 12 waivers, per residence, per year, will be permitted.  

 

Utilities 

 The Engineer report was discussed. 

 

 Discussion about the on-going progress with the M.U.A took place.  

   

 

Streets and Roads 

 Engineers’ office recommends awarding the contract to Landberg Construction. An award 

must be made by February 28, 2026. Without a CFO, the auditor has recommended that either the 

Finance Clerk or Borough Clerk sign the Certification of Funds. 

 

 Engineer Jim Biegen led a presentation detailing the original scope of work and three (3) 

alternatives for the Borton Drive Phase II project. Financing options for the various scopes 

presented were discussed. Decision making was tabled until the next meeting; Council will seek 

input of Borough Auditor.  

 

 Councilwoman Hyman relayed to Council that she had spoken with the Manager of the 

High Bridge Community about snow preparedness; Farro provided Council with an update on the 

previous Council request for a list of eligible snow plow drivers, and advised further that he had 

spoken with Jim Philbin regarding proper training for those individuals.  
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General Government 

 Councilwoman Morris discussed with Council an upcoming virtual meeting for the NJ 

EDA Town Center Planning scheduled for February 18, 2026 at 9:30am. Morris and Merkle will 

attend; Hiles and Stemberger will, if able.  

 

Health, Recreation and Open Space 

  Councilman Hackett discussed a possible beautification grant; Beautification Committee 

President Doug Hathaway to present at the next meeting, February 24, 2026.  

 

 The next meeting scheduled meeting, February 24, 2026, will commence at 6:30pm for a 

Solar presentation.  

 

RESOLUTION 2025-32 

 A motion to enter into Closed Session for Personnel was made by Hackett seconded by 

Merkle. All were in favor.  

 

 A motion to return to Open Session was made by Merkle, seconded by Hackett. All were 

in favor.  

RESOLUTION 2025-33 

A motion to authorize Councilman Hackett to close out several bank accounts was made 

by Hackett, seconded by Hyman. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.  

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:31pm on a motion by 

Hackett, seconded by Stemberger.  All were in favor. 

 

Respectfully,  

 

Erin L. Maurer 

Deputy Borough Clerk  


