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WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES 
December 9, 2025 

 

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was 
held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the 
Daily Journal, posting in the Borough Hall foyer, and on the Borough Website in compliance with 
the Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joseph Hiles, who then led the flag salute, followed by 
a roll call of members present.  
 
 

The following members were present: 
James Hackett  Bertha Hyman  Kristin Nixon  
Glenn Merkle  Jesse Stemberger Heather Bobbitt 
   

Also Present: 
Patricia Bohren, Erin Maurer, Chief DeFalco, Jeffrey Fredo, Eric Biermann, Joseph DiNicola Sr., 
Jim Biegen, Wesley Burden 
 
 
Public Portion 
 With no public comments, the public portion was closed. 
 
Solicitor 
 No Report  
 
Ordinances  
 No Ordinances were presented for Introduction, Public Hearing, or Adoption. 
 
Consent Agenda 

1. Minutes of the November 25, 2025 regular Council meeting.  
2. Resolution 2025-123 Approving the New Jersey Office of Planning Advocacy’s State Plan 

Policy Map. 
3. Approve Jacob Kirkendoll as a regular member of the Reliance Fire Company.   
  
A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Stemberger, seconded by Hackett. 

Approved by unanimous roll call vote with Nixon abstaining from item 1.  
 
 
Finance 
 Councilman Hackett discussed our Bond Anticipation Note. 
 
 A motion to pay bills was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Stemberger. Approved by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 
Public Safety 
 The Police Department report was discussed.  
 
 Chief DeFalco announced that the new police vehicle was received 12/01/2025 and is 
currently being outfitted. The Police Department also went live with a new website that improves 
community interfacing and public engagement.   
 
 Chief DeFalco commended Patrolman B. Haines and Patrolman G. Chiarelli for their 
assistance with delivering a baby outside of Borough Hall on December 8, 2025.  
 
 Councilman Merkle reminded Council that Santa will be making his rounds through 
town Saturday, 12/13/25 starting at 4pm. 
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Utilities 
 The Engineer report was discussed. 
 
 Engineer Jim Biegen shared with Council that the water meters have mostly been replaced; 
4 locations remaining and then they will begin work to close out contracts. 
 
Streets and Roads 
  Councilwoman Hyman gave her condolences to Public Works Supervisor James Farro on 
the passing of his father.  
 
 Public Works Acting Foreman Jeff Fredo discussed the new leaf collection vehicle with 
Council; working well, leaf pickup with continue as scheduled.  
 
 Engineer Jim Beigen discussed the Municipal Aid Project specifically regarding Bertha 
Avenue & Guernsey Place; continuing to work with NJ DOT, bidding is due by February 2026. 
The Engineer’s office is working quickly to complete and submit the bid on behalf of the Borough; 
contract must be awarded by February 28, 2026. 
 
General Government 
 No report  
 
Health, Recreation and Open Space 
  Councilman Stemberger thanked Councilwoman Bobbitt for her efforts helping to fix an 
issue with the Christmas Tree on Memorial Lake.  
 
 Councilman Stemberger discussed the success of the Christmas Tree Lighting at Memorial 
Lake; good community turn out with special visits from Santa and his Elves.  
 
 Councilman Stemberger discussed The Woodstown High School Chamber Choir and the 
B101 Christmas Choir Competition; voting opens online with no limit on the number of times 
votes can be submitted.  
 
 Mayor Hiles addressed Council on the upcoming Special Meeting scheduled for this 
Thursday, December 11, 2025 at 7pm in Borough Hall Council Chambers. The next regular 
Council Meeting is scheduled for December 30, 2025 at 7pm in Borough Hall Council Chambers.  
 

RESOLUTION 2025-124 
 A motion to enter into Closed Session for Personnel and Potential Litigation was made by 
Stemberger, seconded by Hackett. All were in favor.  
 
 A motion to return to Open Session was made by Hackett, seconded by Bobbitt. All were 
in favor.  

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:35pm on a motion by 

Merkle, seconded by Stemberger.  All were in favor. 
 

Respectfully,  
 
Erin L. Maurer 
Deputy Borough Clerk  


