WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
December 28, 2023

The Regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of
Salem was held at 7:00 pm in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times

and the Daily Journal and posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law
N.J.S.A. 10:4-5 to 10:4-21.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Don Dietrich, followed by a Roll Call of Council
members present.

Roll Call
Present: Joe Hiles, Jim Hackett, Kristin Nixon, Glenn Merkle, Bertha Hyman, Heather Bobbitt.

Flag Salute
Mayor Dietrich opened the meeting at 7:00 pm and led the flag salute.

Public Portion
Mayor Dietrich opened the meeting for public comment.

County Commissioners Benjamin Laury, Edward Ramsay, Cordy Taylor, Mickey Ostrum
presented Mayor Dietrich with a Certificate of Service.
Commissioners Laury and Ramsey also thanked Mayor Dietrich all his years of service and
contributions to the community.

There being no further comment from the public, the public portion was closed.

Approval of Minutes

On a motion by Hiles, seconded by Hackett, the December 12, 2023 Regular Meeting
Minutes were approved.
Vote: Aye: Hiles, Hackett, Merkle, Hyman

Abstain: Nixon, Bobbitt

Solicitor’s Report

Solicitor DiNicola presented his report on the following topics: Harry Vanaman’s
promotion was not addressed by resolution for the allocation of monies, encompassing the dates
of Oct 1 to Dec 31, prorated.

RESOLUTION 2023-141
A motion was made by Hyman, seconded by Merkle to adopt Resolution 2023-141
authorizing the allocation of funds to pay an additional prorated stipend to Harry Vanaman from
October 1 to December 31.
Roll Call: Aye: Hackett, Nixon, Merkle, Hyman, Bobbitt
Abstain: Hiles

Finance
ORDINANCE — AMENDMENT
2023-8 Amendment for an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance Fixing and Establishing the
Salaries and Compensation of the Officers and Employees of the Borough of
Woodstown, County of Salem, State of New Jersey”

On a motion by Hiles, seconded by Nixon, 2023-8 was amended in Section I'V to add
“Substitute Planning Board Secretary at a rate of $200 per meeting.”
Roll Call: Aye: Hiles, Hackett, Nixon, Merkle, Hyman, Bobbitt

ORDINANCE — PUBLIC HEARING / SECOND READING
2023-8 Second reading and public hearing for an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance Fixing
and Establishing the Salaries and Compensation of the Officers and Employees of
the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem, State of New Jersey”

Mayor Dietrich opened the Public Hearing for comments on Ordinance 2023-8.

There being no comments, the Public Hearing was closed.



On a motion by Hiles, seconded by Merkle, Ordinance 2023-8 was adopted on second

reading for final passage.
Roll Call: Aye: Hiles, Hackett, Nixon, Merkle, Hyman, Bobbitt

RESOLUTION 2023-142
A motion was made by Hiles, seconded by Hackett to adopt Resolution 2023-142
Canceling Unexpended Shared Service Agreement Budget Appropriations.
Roll Call: Aye: Hiles, Hackett, Nixon, Merkle, Hyman, Bobbitt

RESOLUTION 2023-143
A motion was made by Hiles, seconded by Bobbitt to adopt Resolution 2023-143
Cancelling Funded Appropriation Balances Under Certain Bond Ordinances Previously Adopted
by the Borough of Woodstown for Various Capital Improvement Projects in the Total Amount of
$11,305.76 from the Current Fund and $315,810.01 from Water Capital.
Roll Call: Aye: Hiles, Hackett, Nixon, Merkle, Hyman, Bobbitt

RESOLUTION 2023-144
A motion was made by Hiles, seconded by Bobbitt to adopt Resolution 2023-144 To
Cancel Outstanding Checks Drawn on Accounts of the Borough of Woodstown.
Roll Call: Aye: Hiles, Hackett, Nixon, Merkle, Hyman, Bobbitt

RESOLUTION 2023-145
A motion was made by Hiles, seconded by Hyman to adopt Resolution 2023-145 Providing
for Transfer of Certain 2023 Appropriation Account Balances.
Roll Call: Aye: Hiles, Hackett, Nixon, Merkle, Hyman, Bobbitt

A motion was made by Hiles, seconded by Bobbitt to approve payment of the bills.
Vote: All in favor.

Public Safety

PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE — PUBLIC HEARING
Mayor Dietrich opened the Public Hearing for comments on the Person-to-Person
Transfer for Plenary Retail Consumption License from Prestige Diner to Yolagzi, LLC.

There being no comments, the Public Hearing was closed.

RESOLUTION 2023-145
A motion was made by Merkle, seconded by Hyman to adopt Resolution 2023-145
Transferring Alcoholic Beverage Plenary Consumption License No. 1715-33-011-005 from
Prestige Diner to Yolagzi, LLC.
Roll Call: Aye: Hiles, Hackett, Nixon, Merkle, Hyman, Bobbitt

A motion was made by Merkle, seconded by Hyman to approve Junior Firefighter
application for Nolan Hitchner.
Vote: All in favor

A need for Executive Session to discuss personnel was indicated.

Utilities
No report

Streets and Roads
No report

General Government
No report

Health, Recreation and Open Space
No report

Mayor Dietrich was presented with a proclamation memorializing some of his contributions to
the Borough that read as follows:



A PROCLAMATION HONORING MAYOR DONALD DIETRICH
December 28, 2023

WHEREAS, Mayor Dietrich as an elected official has provided countless hours of
service for over 14 years to improving the quality of life for all citizens of the Borough of
Woodstown, in addition to serving as a proud part of our community on many volunteer groups
since 1978 such as the Woodstown-Pilesgrove Board of Education, Treasurer of Woodstown
Presbyterian Church, Beautification Committee, Planning Board, Historical Society,
Candlelight Tour and the Woodstown-Pilesgrove Library.

WHEREAS, Mayor Dietrich was instrumental in establishing a bus stop at Freedom
Village, helped in the revitalization of downtown Woodstown, orchestrated the return of the
fountain from Memorial Lake to the center of town at no cost to Borough of Woodstown
citizens, had a photo view board installed describing the history of the downtown, and assisted
in developing on going improvements at Marvin Watson Park through a grant.

WHEREAS, Mayor Dietrich assisted the Salem County and the NJDOT in receiving
federal grants for improvements to East/West Avenue (from Green Street to the railroad tracks)
by having badly damaged curbs, driveway aprons, and sidewalk sections replaced, adding
flashing crosswalk signs, and planting new street trees added to the plan. He pursued for nine
years a Safe Route to School Federal Grant for five streets at zero cost to residents. As a result
of his relentless quest, Woodstown received over $400,000 worth of added safety features for
our school children who walk to school, including a crosswalk with flashing signals. He also
established numerous other partnerships with Salem County and NJDOT to help reduce tax
burdens.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, I, Glenn Merkle, President of Borough
Council, on behalf of the citizens of the Borough of Woodstown, do hereby proclaim the
gratitude of the Borough of Woodstown to Mayor Donald Dietrich, for his generous
contributions, inspiration and friendship.

BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that a heartfelt thank you for the impacts of Mayor
Donald Dietrich’s contributions and influences be felt for years to come.

Mayor Dietrich thanked everyone and stated he enjoyed being Mayor all these years and plans to
continue contribute.

Solicitor added he should be proud of the services he provided. It has been a joy to work with you.

Hiles set the bar high and a heart of service and love for the town and it shows. Look forward to
working with him in the future.

Executive Session

Mayor Dietrich announced the Borough Council will enter Executive Session. The public
is excluded from this portion of the meeting to consider matters appropriate for discussion in such
session.

RESOLUTION 2023-146
A motion was made by Merkle, seconded by Hackett to go in to Executive Session for
personnel.
Vote: All in favor.

Open Session
A motion was made by Merkle, seconded by Nixon to return to Open Session.

Vote: All in favor

Adjournment
There being no further business, a motion was made by Merkle, seconded by Bobbitt to

adjourn the meeting at 7:18 pm.

Kristy L. Alward
Deputy Municipal Clerk






