WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
December 14, 2021
Sunshine Statement:

“The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem
was held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the
Daily Journal and posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-
5t010:4-21.”

e Roll Call — Hackett, Hiles, Hyman, Merkle, Shorter-Carney, Mayor Dietrich

e Absent — Bobbitt

e Others Present — Joe Di Nicola (Solicitor), Cynthia Dalessio (Clerk), John Hitchner (Deputy
Clerk), Jud Moore (CFO), Erik Biermann (Engineer), Wesley Burden (Resident)

Flag Salute:
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm and Mayor Dietrich led Council in the flag salute.

Public Comments:
The meeting was opened for public comment. Being as no members of the public wished to speak,
the public portion of the meeting was closed.

Minutes:
Mr. Hiles made a motion to approve the 11/09/2021 and 11/23/2021 regular meeting minutes.
Motion was seconded by Mrs. Shorter-Carney and approved unanimously 5-0.

Solicitor’s Report:
Solicitor Di Nicola has no new information to report to Council at this time.

Finance:

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve the bill list as submitted by the CFO. Motion is seconded by
Mrs. Shorter-Carney and approved unanimously 5-0.

CFO Moore discusses with Council upcoming steps in budget preparation. Mr. Hackett wishes to
have meetings with department heads with regards to the budgets for their departments. It is also stated
that a meeting should be held with the Borough Engineer with regards to 2022 capital projects.

Public Safety:

The Council reviews Chief DeFalco’s report.

Council discusses the Fire Departments plans for acquiring a new fire truck which will replace 2
existing trucks. The estimated cost of the new truck is $700,000-$800,000 and the time between purchase
and delivery is estimated to be between 15-24 months. Council has no objections to this proposal.

The Fire Chief plans to apply for FEMA money to purchase air packs.

Mr. Merkle informs Council of the status of 4 teenagers who were in a horrible auto accident over
ayear ago. All of the teenagers are doing well and publically thanked local EMS services for their timely
response which likely saved their lives.

Mayor Dietrich updated the Council on the status of the ambulance services. They are seeking to
have shared service agreements signed with 7 municipalities. Following that they are looking to get
approved for a loan to acquire the Sharptown property.

Joint Court:
Mr. Merkle makes a motion to accept the letter of resignation of Kathleen Barbato. Kathleen
received a full time position in Woolwich. Council thanks her for her time with the Borough.

RESOLUTION 2021-99
Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve resolution 2021-99 recommending the reappointment of
Judge Whitcraft to the Mid Salem County Municipal court Committee. Motion is seconded by Mrs.
Shorter-Carney and approved with a unanimous roll call vote, 5-0.

Utilities:
Mr. Hackett met with the water superintendent and confirmed the non-compliance report was sent.
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ORDINANCE 2021-14
Council discusses how increasing water rates effects the sewer rates. Sewer had recently reduced
rates and may need to return rates to previous levels in order to fund capital projects. They have
equipment which is nearly 30 years old and needs to be replaced. There is discussion about coordinating
sewer improvements with NJ DOT paving projects.
Mr. Hackett makes a motion to approve the water rate ordinance. Motion is seconded by Mr.
Hiles and approved with a 5-0 roll call vote.

RESOLUTION 2021-100
Mr. Hackett makes a motion to approve the resolution approving the water connection
application and escrow amounts for the brewery. Motion is seconded by Mr. Hiles and approved by a
5-0 roll call vote.

Mr. Hackett reviews the water usage report for the year. The Borough is pumping slightly more
than in previous years but it is not something that causes an issue.

Engineer Biermann reviews the water and sewer information with regards to the brewery.
Solicitor Di Nicola discusses case law with regards to waiving the capital charges for the brewery.
Engineer Biermann reviews with Council how the NJ DEP determines EDU’s and that the brewery may
wish to review their usage amounts at some later date. Conditions for reducing costs are contingent on
submission by the owner of actual used and review and approval of that submission by the Engineer.

RESOLUTION 2021-101
Mr. Hackett makes a motion to approve the resolution waiving the capital connection charges
for the brewery. Motion is seconded by Mrs. Shorter-Carney and approved by a 5-0 roll call vote.

Streets and Roads:

Engineer Biermann states that Dickinson Street will require paving. He gives Council a status
update on South Main Street Project and advises that payment can be released to Mount Construction.

Council discusses flooding issues at Reliance Fire Company and the extent of the cost of repairs
which will be required in the 2022 budget.

Mrs. Hyman informs Council that the prospective new hire in Public Works was informed of the
offer and is currently in discussion with his family.

Council discusses the proposal from the engineer for the Cedar Way project. Council decides to
hold off until the approval of the 2022 temporary budget to approve the proposal.

General Government:

Council discusses the MEL Master Technology Policy as provided by the JIF. Mrs. Shorter-
Carney makes a motion to approve the policy. Motion is seconded by Mr. Merkle and approved 5-0.

Deputy Clerk Hitchner informs Council about updates in the JIF cyber security standards.
Council reviews the MEL’s Security Gap Assessment and the steps to achieve Tier #1 status.

Mrs. Shorter-Carney makes a motion to authorize David Keen and Deputy Clerk Hitchner to take
the steps to achieve Tier #1 status based on the assessment. Motion is seconded by Mr. Merkle and
approve 5-0.

Deputy Clerk Hitchner informs the Council of issues regarding escrow accounts for the Land Use
Board, particularly those for informal review applications. Solicitor Di Nicola informs Council that $500
should be an adequate escrow amount for an informal review. There is discussion about budgeting for
legal costs in 2022 for the Land Use Board.

Mr. Hackett makes a motion to direct Deputy Clerk Hitchner to work with Land Use Board
Solicitor Horner in updating the escrows and to have the ordinance ready by the January 11, 2022 meeting
for first reading. Motion is seconded by Mr. Hiles and approved 5-0.

The Council reviews the Protection and Safe Treatment of Minors policy which was passed in July
2021 due to changes in State regulations at the time. They discuss the effect this policy could have on the
Junior Fireman Program and other unintended, negative consequences caused by the policy. Council
forms a consensus to repeal the Policy until a more functional one can be developed. Council also
requests that Solicitor Di Nicola drafts a resolution for next meeting to be sent to the State with regards
to the negative effects their new policy has on youth programs in the borough.

Mrs. Shorter-Carney makes a motion to withdraw the policy. Motion is seconded by Mr. Hackett
and approved 5-0.

Mrs. Shorter-Carney makes a motion to not permit minors to be employees or volunteers of the
Borough. Motion is seconded by Mr. Merkle and approved 5-0.
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Council discusses the potential meeting date for November 8, 2022 as that will fall on Election
Day. The consensus is to move the meeting to November 9™ and they direct Mrs. Dalessio to adjust the
2022 calendar which will be voted on at Re-Org.

Health, Recreation, and Open Space:

Council reviews the quote from Edmunds for the new dog licensing software in order to meet the
requirements for cyber security from the JIF.

Mrs. Shorter-Carney makes a motion to approve the purchase of the software. Motion is seconded
by Mrs. Hyman and approved 5-0.

General Discussion:

Council discusses the survey of 288 Bailey Street and how to proceed. It is discussed that the
Borough should sell the property at public auction, as is, with a minimum purchase price of $15,000 as
that was the cost the Borough paid for the property. There is discussion about wetlands on the property.
Clerk Dalessio will inquire with McCormick Taylor to see if they have a wetlands delineation for the
property.

RESOLUTION 2021-102
Mrs. Shorter-Carney makes a motion to pass the resolution going into executive session. Motion
is seconded by Mrs. Hyman and approved 5-0.

[Council enters executive session at 8:40 pm to discuss personnel matters]
[Council leaves executive session at 9:05 pm]

Motion to Adjourn:
A motion to adjourn was made by Mrs. Hyman at 9:10 pm. Motion is seconded by Mr. Hiles and
approved 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

John H. Hitchner 111, Borough Deputy Clerk
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