WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES
November 25, 2025

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was
held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the
Daily Journal, posting in the Borough Hall foyer, and on the Borough Website in compliance with
the Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joseph Hiles, who then led the flag salute, followed by
a roll call of members present.

The following members were present:
James Hackett Bertha Hyman
Glenn Merkle Jesse Stemberger

Also Present:
Erin Maurer, Alex Bauer, Chief DeFalco, Jeffrey Fredo, Eric Biermann, Joseph DiNicola Sr.,
David Ross, Ellen Perry

Absent: Kristin Nixon, Heather Bobbitt, Patricia Bohren

Public Portion

David Ross, 1 Kresswold Lane, approached Council seeking advice with a land erosion
issue he is facing on his property; the gully is washing away soil from the underside of several
trees lining the gully in Mr. Ross’s rear yard; concern is over trees falling into neighboring yards.
Mr. Ross advised Council he had reached out to the State DOT office which referred him back to
the Borough. Engineer Beirmann responded to Mr. Ross by stating that the issue is on private
property and thus the responsibility of the property owner; advised Mr. Ross to contact an
Engineer, who would know the process in which to properly involve the NJ DEP.

Ellen Perry, , declared her full support of Public Works and praised their efforts with
leaf removal. Mrs. Perry also relayed that she has reached out to Code Enforcement on several
different occasions about bulky items/debris left on curbs for extended periods of time and
expressed her concern over the lack of accountability for individuals who are “repeat offenders”.
Mrs. Perry suggested adding update the website and social medias with Borough ordinances on
bulk trash.

With no further public comments, the public portion was closed.

Solicitor
No Report

Ordinances
No Ordinances were presented for Introduction, Public Hearing, or Adoption.

Consent Agenda

1. Minutes of the November 10, 2025 regular Council meeting.
Minutes of March 25, 2025 closed session Council meeting for Police Contract.
Minutes of May 13, 2025 closed session Council meeting for Police Contract.
Minutes of July 8, 2025 closed session Council meeting for Police Contract.
Minutes of October 28, 2025 closed session Council meeting for Police Contract.
Minutes of October 28, 2025 closed session Council meeting for Personnel Policy.

ANl e

A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Merkle, seconded by Stemberger.
Approved by unanimous roll call vote with Hackett abstaining from item 4.
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Finance
A Budget Meeting will be scheduled for the beginning of the year; TBD.

A motion to pay bills was made by Hackett, seconded by Stemberger. Approved by
unanimous roll call vote.

Public Safety

Public Works Acting Foreman Fredo discussed the fencing corral for Employee Parking;
split railing is falling apart and needs replacing. Fredo suggested pressure treated 4x4’s and 2x6’s
build for a lasting structure. Merkle responded that himself, Chief and Acting Foreman would
review the proposed repairs for fencing and asked Fredo to get proper measurement and pricing
on supplies. Fredo also suggested solar lighting for the employee parking area; complete pricing
and supply quotes to present to Council at a future meeting.

Chief DeFalco reported that there had been several car burglaries within the Borough
over the last few weeks; make sure vehicles are locked and valuables are not left in vehicles in
plain sight. Chief further advised that there was an attempted robbery at the gas station;
significant progress has been made in resolving that incident.

Chief DeFalco reported that the computer network for the Police Department has been
updated. Costs associated with doing so were covered by a grant with no additional cost to the
Borough.

Councilman Merkle discussed the EMS/BLS meeting that had taken place earlier in the
evening. Questions about the RFP’s are due November 26", 2025. All RFP’s are due by
December 9, 2025 @ 2pm; opening to follow immediately.

Councilman Merkle announced that Santa will be making his rounds through town
Saturday, 12/13/25 starting at 4pm.

Utilities
The Engineer report was discussed.

Councilman Hackett discussed the Woodstown Borough Municipal Utilities Authority
meeting he attended last Tuesday; transition is currently in progress with creation of appropriate
financial accounts. Hackett added that the Folwell bid package was approved.

Streets and Roads
Councilwoman Hyman discussed the sidewalk safety hazards on South Main Street.
Hyman asked Deputy Clerk Maurer to follow up with the Housing Officer in the following week.

Engineer Biermann announced Woodstown was awarded NJ DOT 2026 grant for Rose
Dr. in the amount of $141,700.

Councilman Merkle discussed the yellow mark outs along South Main Street; Engineer
Biermann was unsure of any work taking place associated with the mark outs; Mayor stated he
would reach out to the County Engineer to inquire.

A motion to authorize a loan payment to the Woodstown Borough Municipal Utilities
Authority in the amount of $250,000 for startup funding was made by Hackett, seconded by
Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.
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General Government
A motion to approve Shred Event on Saturday, April 18, 2026 from 9am-12pm was made
by Hyman, seconded by Hackett. All were in favor.

Engineer Biermann discussed the NJ Dept. of State Town Center Mapping Project that has
been ongoing. Biermann updated Council that all areas currently developed or planned for
development have been included; not included were areas like Watson Mill Park, state land, and
minor farmland area.

A motion to approve the Engineer office notifying the State of Councils acceptance of the
current Town Center Mapping was made by Hyman, seconded by Hackett. All were in favor.

Health, Recreation and Open Space
Councilman Stemberger thanked the Woodstown Beautification Committee for their fast
work during the fall décor cleanup.

The Borough-wide wreath hanging will be this weekend 11/29; meeting behind Borough
Hall, 9am, Saturday morning.

The Candlelight Tour will take place on Friday, December 5, 2025. More information can
be found online, www.WoodstownCandlelight.org

Also taking place on Friday, December 5" at Sp.m., the Christmas Tree Lighting on the
Lake at Memorial Lake.

Mayor Hiles shared a heartfelt appreciation letter from Woodstown Veteran of the Year,
Mr. Robert Marino.

RESOLUTION 2025-122
A motion to enter into Closed Session for Personnel was made by Merkle, seconded by

Stemberger. All were in favor.

A motion to return to Open Session was made by Hackett, seconded by Stemberger. All
were in favor.

A motion to authorize the Vanaman Settlement Agreement was made by Hyman, seconded
by Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:52pm on a motion by
Hackett, seconded by Stemberger. All were in favor.

Respectfully,

Erin L. Maurer
Deputy Borough Clerk
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