
WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

November 14, 2023 
 

The Regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of 

Salem was held at 7:00 pm in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times 

and the Daily Journal and posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law 

N.J.S.A. 10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Don Dietrich, followed by a Roll Call of Council 

members present. 

 

The following members were present: Joe Hiles, Kristin Nixon, Glenn Merkle, Bertha 

Hyman 

    

Also Present: Borough Clerk Cynthia Dalessio, Solicitor Joe DiNicola, Engineer Erik 

Biermann, CPWM Jim Farro, Chief Ryan DeFalco, Bob Bende, Brian Bender, Gerry Cowan, 

Nelson Carney, Wesley Burden, Tom Glah 

  

 Absent: Jim Hackett, Heather Bobbitt 

 

Flag Salute   

 Mayor Dietrich opened the meeting at 7:00 pm and led the flag salute.   

 

Public Portion 
 Mayor Dietrich opened the meeting for public comment.   

 

Bob Bender was presented with the 2023 Veteran of the Year award and proclamation. 

 

Gerry Cowan from Allen Associates presented the health benefits rates for 2024. 

 

Nelson Carney questioned why the Borough is not closed to observe Juneteenth. The Clerk 

was instructed to determine what the other municipalities in the County do. 

 

There being no further comment from the public, the public portion was closed. 

 

Minutes 

 Minutes from the October 24, 2023 Council Regular meeting were approved on a motion 

by Hiles, seconded by Nixon.  

Vote:   

         Aye: Hiles, Nixon, Hyman 

         Abstain: Merkle 

 

Solicitor’s Report 

 Solicitor DiNicola had nothing to report. 

  

Finance 

RESOLUTION 2023-122 

A motion was made by Hiles, seconded by Nixon to approve “Resolution Authorizing the 

Refund of Fourth Quarter 2023 Taxes for a Total Disabled Veteran Block 15.10, Lot 5 (Williams, 

Tywon)”.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-123 

A motion was made by Hiles, seconded by Merkle to approve appropriation transfers.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

The tax status of 9 Chestnut Street was discussed. A follow up to the State Office is needed. 

 

The Tax Collector’s report was acknowledged. 

 

Hiles discussed a grant that the County is looking into to further pursue the county wide 

joint municipal court. 

 



Hiles stated that some departments still need to turn in the budget worksheets. 

 

The remaining funds in Fulton have all been transferred to PNB. 

 

A motion was made by Hiles, seconded by Merkle to approve payment of the bills.   

Vote: All in favor. 

  

Public Safety 

RESOLUTION 2023-124 

A motion was made by Merkle, seconded by Hyman to approve “Resolution Authorizing 

the Implementation of the New Jersey Firefighter Certification Program”.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

Lower Alloways Creek has joined the ambulance and all agreements have been signed. 

 

Chief DeFalco submitted his report. The new police vehicle will be over budget once 

outfitted with all the necessary extras. The Chief stated the need to purchase a new Alcotest in next 

year’s budget in the amount of $20,000.00.  

 

Bobbitt arrived at 7:31pm. 

 

 CFO Yarrington will be directed to list the two old police cars on Gov Deals. 

 

Utilities 

 RESOLUTION 2023-125 

A motion was made by Hiles, seconded by Nixon to approve “Authorizing a Contract with 

UGI Energy Services for Natural Gas Supply and Delivery under the South Jersey Power 

Cooperative”.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-126 

A motion was made by Hiles, seconded by Bobbitt to approve “Resolution to Purchase 

Water Meters”.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

 The renewal of the T-Mobile antenna lease was discussed. Solicitor DiNicola will negotiate 

for a higher annual increase. 

 

 Well 5 has a leak in the roof. It appears that it has been leaking for a while and needs to be 

repaired as soon as possible. CPWM Farro was instructed to get quotes. 

 

 Mr. Biermann discussed the sink hole on West Wilson from the storm sewer.  It appears 

that the weight of the trains is too heavy for the pipe to support.  The replacement pipe will need 

to be designed properly for it to connect with the existing pipe. 

 

 Streets and Roads 

RESOLUTION 2023-127 

A motion was made by Hyman, seconded by Merkle to approve “A Resolution Accepting 

a Proposal for Engineering Services from Sickels and Associates for Borton Drive Roadway 

Improvements”.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

A motion was made by Hyman, seconded by Nixon to approve change order #1 decreasing 

the contract for Landberg Construction in the amount of $33,172.85. 

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-128 

Resolution 2023-2018 was tabled. 

 

 The Borough was awarded a Municipal Aid grant for Bertha and Guernsey in the amount 

of $116,800.00. 

 

 An update was provided that the leafer has been fixed. 



 

The residents of Bailey Corner have been parking on Bailey Street. Pilesgrove Township 

will contact the County regarding “no parking” signage. 

 

General Government 

RESOLUTION 2023-129 

A motion was made by Nixon, seconded by Bobbitt to approve “Resolution Authorizing 

the Award of Construction Services Contracts for Construction Services Relating to the New 

Jersey Small Cities Program Grant”.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-130 

A motion was made by Nixon, seconded by Bobbitt to approve “Governor’s Council on 

Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Fiscal Year 2025”.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

The need for Closed Session for Personnel Matters was indicated. 

 

Health, Recreation and Open Space 

RESOLUTION 2023-131 

A motion was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hyman to approve “Approving Public 

Facilities Grant Management”.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-132 

A motion was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hiles to approve “Identifying Small Cities 

Program Fair Housing”.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

RESOLUTION 2023-133 

A motion was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hiles to approve “Approving Application for 2024 

Small Cities Public Facilities Grant”.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

RESOLUTION 2023-134 

A motion was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hyman to approve “Adoption of State Model 

Citizen Participation Plan for DCA Small Cities Program”.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

 There was a discussion regarding bulk item pick up and the ability to refund fees residents 

have paid for items that are no longer there when Public Works arrives to pick them up. It was 

decided that the money should be refunded. 

  

Closed Session 

 The Mayor announced that Borough Council will enter a Closed Session. The public will 

be excluded from this portion of the meeting to permit the Borough Council to consider matters 

appropriate for discussion in such session. The public will be invited to rejoin the meeting and 

Open Session after Borough Council briefly convenes.  

 

RESOLUTION 2023-135 

A motion was made by Merkle, seconded by Nixon to approve the Resolution for Closed 

Session and enter Closed Session. 

Vote: All in favor. 

 

Open Session 

 A motion was made Hiles, seconded by Merkle to return to Open Session. 

Vote: All in favor. 

 

 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm. 

 

Cynthia Dalessio 

 Borough Clerk 


