MINUTES

Woodstown Borough Planning board
November 1, 2023

Flag salute:
Chairman Hathaway leads the meeting in the flag salute.

Call to order:
Chairman Hathaway called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and read the Open Public Meetings
Act statement:
“The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6, et seq.) was enacted to ensure

the rights of the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at
which any business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon. In accordance with the
provisions of the Act, notice of this public meeting has been provided as follows:

On January 17, 2023 the Woodstown Planning Board Secretary posted the schedule of
2023 regular meetings and the 2024 reorganization meeting on the bulletin board in the foyer of
the Woodstown Borough Hall and on the Woodstown Borough website, and filed the schedule
with the Woodstown Borough Clerk. On January 11, 2023 the Woodstown Planning Board
Secretary emailed the schedule to the Daily Journal and South Jersey Times newspapers.”

Roll call:
The following members were present: Mayor Dietrich, Shane Godshall, Larry Haines (Alt),
Burnett Hyman (Alt), Glenn Merkle, Steven Parker(Alt), Lorraine Pfeffer, Jesse Stemberger,
Chairman Doug Hathaway

The following members were absent: Jen Dubler (Alt), Tom Hollinger, Donald Johnson, Keith
Johnson,

Others Present: John Hitchner (Secretary), William Horner (Solicitor), Steve Bach (Engineer),
John Berenato (Developer), Applicants Professionals

Minutes:
Minutes from the September 6, 2023, Planning Board meeting were submitted for
approval. Mr. Godshall makes a motion to approve the minutes. Motion is seconded by Mrs.
Pfeffer and approved 8-0 with Mr. Stemberger abstaining.
Minutes from the October 4, 2023 Planning Board meeting were submitted for approval.
Motion to approve by Mrs. Pfeffer. Motion is seconded by Mayor Dietrich and approved 5-0 with
Mr. Merkle, Mr. Hyman, Mr. Stemberger, and Chairman Hathaway abstaining.

New Business:
Item #1 — Application 2023-03: McDonalds Drive-thru expansion; B40 L58 Zone:C-2; 400 West

Ave; Minor Site plan approval with “C” Variance

Solicitor Horner reviews the application materials. Engineer Bach goes over his review
letter for the application and his recommendations concerning completeness.

Mr. Stemberger makes a motion to deem the application complete. Motion is seconded
by Mr. Godshall and approved 9-0.
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Solicitor Horner reviews the details of the application.

The applicant’s attorney introduces himself and the goals for expanding the drive-thru
lane. He discusses how the lot is unique being in two different municipalities and how Pilesgrove
has already granted approval. The Applicant’s Engineer addresses the Board and shows them
Exhibit A-1 (Areial photo of the property as is currently). He then shows the Board Exhibit A-2
which is the site plan as the applicant wishes it to be. They discuss parking and the
loading/unloading zones. There is discussion regarding how deliveries are received. The change
will end with a net loss of 14 parking spaces. The Engineer reviews pre-existing lot coverage
issues. He reviews the lighting plan and states that nothing will be changing.

Mayor Dietrich asks about including sidewalks along the frontage of the property. The
applicant’s attorney states that the frontage is in Pilesgrove and that portion of the property has
already received approval. Engineer Bach states that there is already sidewalks in front of the
neighboring property (Dunkin Property). This sidewalk enters into the applicant’s property
including curb cuts at the exit driveway for the drive-thru. Engineer Bach brings up that it may
be mandatory for them to not only include the sidewalks along the street front, but also include
a second sidewalk from the front to the McDonald’s entrance. The applicant’s engineer and
attorney discuss the legality of mandating sidewalks are installed. Solicitor Horner and Engineer
Bach insist that since sidewalks already exist on the property, that there is a legal mandate that
these be installed. There is discussion concerning costs and permits along with more debate
regarding case law and Woodstown Planning Board’s authority to mandate improvements
outside of their municipal boundary.

Chairman Hathaway grants a recess at the request of the applicant so they may discuss
how to proceed.

[Recess begins @ 7:55 pm; recess ends at 8:05 pm]

Chairman Hathaway opens the meeting to the public for comment. Mr. Berenato
addresses the Board. He states that he is the owner of the neighboring property (Dunkin
Property) and that his offices are also located there. He states that he installed sidewalks and
sees them frequently utilized. When residents get to the end of his property, they are forced out
into the highway in order to continue down the street as there are no sidewalks. Due to the
large number of affordable housing units in the area, there are many residents who use mobility
scooters or wheelchairs. Due to the lack of sidewalks, these disabled residents are forced onto
the shoulder of the road. He encourages and applauds the Board to continue to pursue the
sidewalks.

Being as no other members of the public wish to speak, Chairman Hathaway closes the
public portion.

The Board agrees to table the application to review the laws regarding mandating
sidewalks
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Mayor Dietrich makes a motion to table. Motion is seconded by Mr. Godshall and
approve unanimously, 9-0.

Adjournment:

There being no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Godshall at 8:20 pm to adjourn the
meeting. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Pfeffer and approved, 9-0.

Respectfully submitted,

John H. Hitchner Ill, RMC
Planning Board Secretary
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