
WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

October 24, 2023 
 

The Regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of 

Salem was held at 7:00 pm in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times 

and the Daily Journal and posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law 

NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Don Dietrich, followed by a Roll Call of Council 

members present. 

 

The following members were present: Joe Hiles, James Hackett, Kristin Nixon, Bertha 

Hyman, Heather Bobbitt  

    

Also Present: Borough Clerk Cynthia Dalessio, Solicitor Joe DiNicola, Engineer Erik 

Biermann, CPWM Jim Farro, Harry Vanaman, CWA rep Mike Blasczyk, Chief Ryan DeFalco, 

Planner Steve Bach, Grantsman Mark Blauer, Leslie Gunnett, Wesley Burden. 

  

 Absent: Glenn Merkle 

 

Flag Salute   

 Mayor Dietrich opened the meeting at 7:00 pm and led the flag salute.   

 

Public Portion 
 Mayor Dietrich opened the meeting for public comment.   

 

Leslie Gunnett presented a proposal to have a farm stand in the Borough where gardeners 

could bring their fresh produce to trade with other gardeners or to be given to the public.  Different 

locations were discussed including at the library.  It was also suggested that she contact the FFA 

about a possible collaboration on the school’s East Millbrooke property.    

 

There being no further comment from the public, the public portion was closed. 

 

Minutes 

 Minutes from the October 10, 2023 Council Regular meeting were approved on a motion 

by Mr. Hiles, seconded by Mr. Hackett.  

Vote:  All in favor. 

 

Solicitors Report 

 Solicitor DiNicola has a closed session for potential litigation. 

  

Finance 

RESOLUTION 2023-120 

For a totally disabled veteran Tywon Williams, was moved by Mr. Hiles, seconded by Ms. 

Nixon and a unanimous roll call vote. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Hiles, seconded by Ms. Nixon to approve payment of the bills.   

Vote: All in favor. 

  

Public Safety 

No report. 

 

Utilities 

 The Water Department report was reviewed. 

 

 Mr. Biermann stated he will begin looking at the sink hole on West Wilson.  

 

 Streets and Roads 

A motion was made by Mrs. Hyman, seconded by Mr. Hiles to approve Partial Payment 

No. 4 to Landberg Construction for the East Grant Street project in the amount of $119,098.00.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 



A motion was made by Mrs. Hyman, seconded by Mr. Hiles to approve Partial Payment 

No. 3 for the Safe Routes to Schools for Traffic Planning and Design.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

  

Mr. Farro stated that he has asked Mr. Vanaman to document the number of hours lost due 

to the leafer. 

 

The section of sidewalk on Bailey Street has been repaired by the Public Works 

Department. 

 

General Government 

 The price of the website will increase significantly next year so the Clerk will begin to look 

at options. 

 

 A motion was made by Ms. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Hiles to accept the resignation of 

Deputy Clerk Kristy Alward, with regret. 

 

 A motion was made by Ms. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Hiles to hire Maureen Abdill as 

temporary part-time help in the Clerk’s office due to the departure of Mrs. Alward. 

 

 A motion was made by Ms. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bobbitt authorizing the Clerk to 

advertise for a Deputy Clerk. 

 

The need for Closed Session for Personnel Matters was indicated. 

 

Health, Recreation and Open Space 

 A motion was made by Ms. Bobbitt, seconded by Mrs. Hyman authorizing the Clerk’s 

office to schedule Dr. Megan Cummings for the 2024 Rabies Clinic. 

 

 The park exercise equipment will be arriving soon. 

 

 Robert Bender will be attending the Nov. 14 meeting for the Veteran of the Year 

presentation. 

Vote: All in favor.  

 

Small Cities Public Hearing 

 Mark Blauer gave a brief overview of the Small cities Program. 

 

 The time being 7:30 the public hearing was opened on a motion by Mr. Hiles, seconded by 

Mr. Hackett.   

 

 Mr. Biermann reviewed the plans for the project that will include a pavilion as well as 

handicapped accessible picnic tables and playground equipment.  There will also be a rubber base 

installed below the playground equipment to replace the mulch. 

 

 Wesley Burden of 15 West Grant Street asked if the Borough could get a grant for storm 

water on Lee and West Grant.  The engineer stated that much of the storm sewer isn’t in the street 

and it would be a $2,000,000 project.  He said that a loan would likely be required. 

 

 There being no further comment the public hearing was closed at 7:45 pm. 

 

 John Ersine from Friends Home entered and requested that Council consider making the 

Friends Home expansion area an area in need of redevelopment. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-121 

Closed session for personnel and potential litigation was moved by Ms. Nixon, seconded by Mr. 

Hackett and a unanimous roll call vote. 

 

Cynthia Dalessio 

Borough Clerk 


