WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
October 10, 2023

The Regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of
Salem was held at 7:00 pm in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times
and the Daily Journal and posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law
NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Don Dietrich, followed by a Roll Call of Council
members present.

The following members were present: Joe Hiles, James Hackett, Kristin Nixon, Bertha
Hyman, Heather Bobbitt

Also Present: Borough Clerk Cynthia Dalessio, Deputy Clerk Kristy L. Alward,
Solicitor Joe DiNicola, Engineer Erik Biermann, CFO Lois Yarrington

Absent: Glenn Merkle

Flag Salute
Mayor Dietrich opened the meeting at 7:00 pm and led the flag salute.

Public Portion
Mayor Dietrich opened the meeting for public comment.

Christine Carpenter & Diane Cioffi stated on November 14 at 7:00am they will be honoring
Ruby Bridges with a story walk and would like to include the community to join the students on
the walk. It will be approximately a twenty (20) minute walk. Details and specifics are still being
worked on. After the walk, at approximately 8:30am, they will meet at the brewery to honor Gloria
Byard, a local US Olympian. Council and Mayor Dietrich were invited to attend. Mayor Dietrich
accepted the invite to speak at the program and will have a plaque created for Gloria. Hiles offered
to have a medal made as well.

Shane Godshall applied for a grant and to help restore the shoreline and deter the geese
from Memorial Lake. Working in coordination with ANJEC, a copy of the preliminary site plans
were provided to Council, Solicitor and Engineer for review. It is anticipated that the project would
cost the Borough nothing except yearly minimal maintenance as the intended plantings are native
grasses and should be fairly maintenance free. The project’s intentions are to restore the shoreline
and reduce the number of geese in return improving the water quality. Members of Council asked
questions and voiced concerns about the amount of access for fishing for residents as well as the
practicality of such actually deterring the geese.

There being no further comment from the public, the public portion was closed.

Minutes

Minutes from the September 26, 2023 Council Regular meeting were approved on a motion
by Hackett, seconded by Bobbitt.
Vote: All in favor.

Solicitors Report
Solicitor DiNicola had nothing to report.

Finance
The Tax Collector’s Report was submitted for review.

A motion was made by Hiles, seconded by Nixon to approve the bills totaling $698,805.72.
Vote: All in favor.

Public Safety
The Police Department Report was submitted for review.

Utilities
Hackett confirmed with Engineer Biermann the bid packet for the water meters was nearly
complete.



Streets and Roads

A motion was made by Hyman, seconded by Hiles to approve Partial Payment No. 2 for
Safe Routes to Schools Program to Charles Marandino.
Unanimous Roll Call vote.

A motion was made by Hyman, seconded by Hiles to approve Partial Payment No. 3 for
the East Grant Street Roadway Improvements & Water Main Project to Landberg Construction
LLC.

Unanimous Roll Call vote.

Engineer Biermann stated East Grant Street water main replacement and roadway

improvements is 95% complete.

General Government
Nixon acknowledged the replacement glass for the new exterior Meeting Room door was
completed and looked great.

An update was provided on the property at 24 West Avenue. The Borough Clerk was in
contact with the owner of the property. It has been taken off the market. It was asked of the owner
if they would Deed the property over to the Borough of which the reply was no.

Nixon attended the Fall Festival. It was a wonderful event however she received complaints
of children on bikes. Discussion was held amongst the members regarding how this has become a
Borough wide problem, not only on special events. Solicitor DiNicola will provide a proposed
ordinance for Council’s consideration to help reduce and enforce these issues.

The need for Closed Session for Personnel Matters was indicated.

Health, Recreation and Open Space

Discussion about the 2024 Small Cities Public Facilities Grant was held regarding possible
uses for the funds. Ground cover was suggested to eliminate the maintenance/bi-yearly
replacement that mulch requires and also allow more access to all people. Playground equipment,
lighting and possible additional exercise equipment were also suggested.

On a motion by Hiles, seconded by Bobbitt, Robert Bender of Meadowview Drive was
chosen to honor for Veteran of the Year at the meeting held on November 14, 2023.
Vote: All in favor.

Closed Session

The Mayor announced that Borough Council will enter a Closed Session for personnel.
The public will be excluded from this portion of the meeting to permit the Borough Council to
consider matters appropriate for discussion in such session. The public will be invited to rejoin the
meeting in Open Session after Borough Council briefly convenes.

A motion was made Hiles, seconded by Bobbitt to go into Closed Session.
Vote: All in favor.

Open Session
A motion was made Nixon, seconded by Hyman to return to Open Session.

Vote: All in favor.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Hyman and seconded by Nixon to
adjourn the meeting at 8:28 pm.

Kristy L. Alward
Deputy Municipal Clerk



