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WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES 

January 27, 2026 
 

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was 

held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the 

Daily Journal, posting in the Borough Hall foyer, and on the Borough Website in compliance with 

the Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joseph Hiles, who then led the flag salute, followed by 

a roll call of members present.  

 
 

The following members were present: 

James Hackett  Bertha Hyman  Jaclyn Morris 

Glenn Merkle  Jesse Stemberger Heather Bobbitt 
   

Also Present: 

Patricia Bohren, Erin Maurer, Chief DeFalco, Jeffrey Fredo, James Farro, Eric Biermann, Joseph 

DiNicola Sr., Wesley Burden 

 

Public Portion 

 With no public comments, the public portion was closed. 

 

Solicitor 

 No Report  

 

Ordinances  

ORDINANCE 2026-1 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

WOODSTOWN, SALEM COUNTY, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, REPEALING CHAPTER 90 

ENTITLED “WATER” AND REPLACING WITH CHAPTER 90 ENTITLED “WATER 

CONNECTIONS” OF THE CODE OF TE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN 

 A motion to introduce the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by 

Bobbitt. Approve by unanimous roll call vote.  

 

Consent Agenda 

1. Minutes of the December 30, 2025 regular Council meeting.  

2. Minutes of the January 5, 2026 Reorganization meeting. 

3. Resolution 2026-20 Authorizing the application for the Local Recreation Improvement Grant and 

authorizing the Mayor and Borough Clerk to sign all required documents. 

4. Resolution 2026-21 Join (Renew) Statewide Insurance Fund. 

5. Resolution 2026-22 Accept the Rotary Club’s donation of 2 grills for Watson’s Park. 

6. Resolution 2026-23 Amending Contract to Lenegan Plumbing & Heating LLC for Installation of 

Water Meters, Change Order No. 1. 

7. Resolution 2026-24 Approving Final Payment and Establishing Maintenance/Correction Period for 

Lenegan Plumbing & Heating LLC for the Installation of Water Meters. 

8. Resolution 2026-25 Approving the Community Vision Statement of the Borough of Woodstown. 

9. Resolution 2026-26 Authorizing Grant Application to the New Jersey Department of Community 

Affairs for the FY26 LEAP Implementation Grant Program. 

10. Resolution 2026-27 Transfer of Funds. 

11. Resolution 2026-28 Approve Safety/Stabilization Guarantee, Performance Guarantee for Site 

Improvement, Performance Guarantee for Perimeter Landscaping, and Escrow Fee for Block 33, 

Lots 23 & 25. 

12. Accept Tax Collector’s December 2025 Report. 

13. Accept Reliance Fire Company’s 2025 Summary Report. 

14. Approve Jack Thomas Bucksar as a junior member of the Reliance Fire Company. 

15. Accept Proposal for Professional Services from Sickels & Associates for 2026 NJDOT Municipal 

Aid Project: Rose Drive Roadway Improvements. 

16. Authorize the mayor to sign Satisfaction of Mortgage for 27 Allen Ave Small Cities Home 

Rehabilitation Grant. 

17. Approve the Facilities Use Request form and Indemnification Form as the Attachment B to 

Borough Code 73-4C.   
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A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Stemberger, seconded by Bobbitt. 

Approved by unanimous roll call vote with Morris abstaining from item 1.  

 

Finance 

 A motion to pay bills was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Merkle. Approved by unanimous 

roll call vote. 

 

 A motion to approve water bond payment in the amount of $9,408.00 to TD Bank via wire 

transfer was made by Hackett, seconded by Bobbitt. Approved by unanimous roll call vote, with 

Morris abstaining. 

 

Public Safety 

 The Police Department report was discussed.  

 

Utilities 

 The Engineer report was discussed. 

 

 Engineer Erik Biermann discussed a letter received from NJ DEP regarding the Memorial 

Lake Dam. E. Biermann advised Council to continue proceeding with maintenance, and 

summarized that the letter was making the Borough aware and not requiring repairs at this time.  

 

 Engineer Biermann commented on the West Wilson sinkhole; Public Works was able to 

address the sinkhole, filling it in. The Railroad company is awaiting a response about their grant.  

 

 E. Biermann discussed the Folwell Standpipe; MUA hired a contractor to repair the roof in 

lieu of a full replacement at this time; should last 5 years.  

  

 E. Biermann noted that they are still working with the electrical contractor regarding the 

installation of electric service to the water tower. 

 

 AT&T has expressed the desire to upgrade their antennas and relocate wires; T-Mobile has 

also expressed the desire to upgrade their antennas and wires and is looking to install a generator 

near the base of the water tower.  

 

 Councilman Hackett discussed his attendance of the WBMUA meeting.  

 

Streets and Roads 

 Engineer Erik Biermann advised Council that the Bertha Dr. & Guernsey Place project was 

out to bid. Bids are due to the Borough on February 5, 2025. The Borough must award a contract 

no later than February 28, 2026.  

 

 Engineer E. Biermann advised Council on documentation needed by the State to close out 

the E. Grant St. project. Borough Clerk Bohren will help get what is needed.  

 

 Engineer Erik Biermann discussed various scopes of work for Borton Dr. Phase II. Council 

advised they would make a decision on a scope of work at next month’s 2nd meeting; project must 

be awarded by November 2026.  

 

 Councilwoman Hyman discussed the need for additional snow plow operators and possible 

onboard training to accompany potential new hires. Public Works was directed to compile a list of 

eligible operators; to be discussed at a future meeting.  

 

General Government 

 The Borough Clerk discussed the new software system for the Construction Department.   

 

 A motion to approve Construction Department Software known as SDL was made by 

Morris, seconded by Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.  
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Health, Recreation and Open Space 

  Councilman Stemberger thanked Public Works for fishing the Christmas tree out of 

Memorial Lake.  

 

 Councilman Stemberger also discussed the Planning Board Reorganization meeting; 

noting Keith Johnson as the Chair of Planning Board and Lorraine Pfeffer as the Vice Chair of 

Planning Board. It was also noted that Alex Dominy is the new Chair of the Joint Environmental 

Committee. 

 

RESOLUTION 2025-29 

 A motion to enter into Closed Session for Personnel and Potential Litigation was made by 

Merkle, seconded by Stemberger. All were in favor.  

 

 A motion to return to Open Session was made by Merkle, seconded by Hackett. All were 

in favor.  

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:42pm on a motion by 

Hackett, seconded by Stemberger.  All were in favor. 

 

Respectfully,  

 

Erin L. Maurer 

Deputy Borough Clerk  


