
WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

September 26, 2023 

 

 

The Regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of 

Salem was held at 7:00 pm in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times 

and the Daily Journal and posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law 

NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Don Dietrich, followed by a Roll Call of Council 

members present. 

 

The following members were present: James Hackett, Joe Hiles, Glen Merkle, Bertha 

Hyman, Heather Bobbitt.  

 

Members Absent: Kristin Nixon. 

    

Also Present: Solicitor Joe DiNicola, Engineer Erik Biermann, Chief Ryan DeFalco, 

Wesley Burden, Tom Glah, Ransom Willard. 

 

Flag Salute   

 Mayor Dietrich opened the meeting at 7:00 pm and led the flag salute.   

 

Public Portion 
 Mayor Dietrich opened the meeting for public comment.   

 

Ransom Willard, Woodstown – Mr. Willard inquired of the Council as to whether or not, 

under the current ordinance, the ambulance squad could do a coin drop. Mr. Willard was uncertain 

as to where the coin drop would be and how it would be conducted. Councilman Hiles indicated 

that he believed that the original ordinance was adopted solely for the fire company and that the 

ordinance would have to be revised. Solicitor DiNicola agreed that the ordinance would have to 

be revised and indicated to Mr. Willard that the Solicitor would look at the ordinance and that 

Council would take up a potential revision once further researched. Councilman Hiles indicated 

that he would work with Mr. Willard for any paperwork that would be required to be filed with 

the Borough or the State.  

 

Pinnacle Property Management, LLC representative – Realtor for 24 West Avenue, 

Woodstown, attended the meeting and spoke as to the current status of 24 West Avenue. Solicitor 

indicated to the representative that the Borough is not permitted under statute to reduce the taxes 

or liens against the property. The Solicitor indicated that the Borough may be interested in having 

the property deeded to the Borough versus having to foreclose on the lien. It was relayed to the 

representative that it would be best to contact the Clerk when she was back in the office to discuss 

details. 

 

There being no further comment from the public, the public portion was closed. 

 

Minutes 

 Minutes from the September 12, 2023 Council Regular meeting were approved on a motion 

by Hiles, seconded by Hackett.  

Vote:  All in favor. 

 

Solicitors Report 

 Solicitor DiNicola had no report. 

 

Finance 

A motion was made by Hiles, seconded by Hackett to pay all the bills as presented to 

Council.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 



  

Public Safety 

RESOLUTION 2023-113  

 

 A motion was made by Merkle, seconded by Hiles to amend the Mid-Salem Municipal 

Court MOU as presented to Council. 

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-112  

A motion was made by Merkle, seconded by Hackett to approve the hiring of two (2) 

backup crossing guards. 

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

Merkle indicated the need for a closed session for Personnel. 

 

Chief’s Report – Chief reported the arrest of a suspect in the Hillcrest incident, chief also 

reported a charge but non-arrest on the robbery at Bailey Street. Chief discussed the need of 

another officer as the result of retirement issues, with a new officer potentially starting in May 

2024 if finances permit. Council indicated that there was a need to start the process and the matter 

would be addressed in the near future. 

 

Utilities 

 Water meters – Hackett indicated that water meters will go out to bid. 

 

Hackett indicated that we still need to go out to bid for installation and that there would be 

a 6-week delivery time for the meters. 

 

Water Tower Maintenance – Hackett indicated there was a need to bridge the preexisting 

maintenance agreement for the water tower. Hackett made a motion, Hiles seconded for Council 

to approve the bridge agreement and to allow the Mayor to sign any and all documents required to 

affirm the extension. 

Vote:  All in favor. 

 

 Replacement of street pipe on Folwell Street – Hackett made a motion, Merkle seconded 

to go to bid for the replacement of the street pipe on Folwell Street. 

Vote:  All in favor. 

 

 Engineer had nothing to report for utilities. 

 

 Streets and Roads 

RESOLUTION 2023-114  

A motion was made by Hyman, seconded by Merkle for hiring James Farro to be 

Superintendent of the Public Works for a $15,000.00 annual salary to utilize Mr. Farro’s license 

for the Public Works and to have a minimum of three (3) hours office time at the Borough. 

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-115  

 A motion was made by Hyman, seconded by Hackett to appoint Harry Vanaman as 

Assistant Superintendent of Public Works/Foremen for a $10,000.00 annual stipend to be paid and 

reappointed on an annual basis conditioned upon the subcommittee’s approval of the Union Letter 

of Intent. 

Roll Call vote: In favor: Hackett, Merkle, Hyman, Bobbitt; Abstention: Hiles. 

 

 A motion was made by Hyman, seconded by Bobbitt to approve the partial payment #2 to 

Landberg Construction for East Grant Street in the amount of $96,244.86. 

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

 There was a discussion among Council regarding the broken sidewalk at 38 Bailey Street. 

It was determined by Council that Hyman would work with Public Works to see if they can repair 

the crack. 



 

Engineer’s Report – The Borough Engineer provided a report as to the status of various 

topics. 

 

General Government 

RESOLUTION 2023-116 

A motion was made by Merkle, seconded by Hackett for the reduction of a contract award 

amount for the rehab of 14 Liberty Avenue. 

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

Health, Recreation and Open Space 

 There was a discussion about Darrel Christian’s request for the approval of a marriage 

ceremony at Memorial Lake on May 4, 2024. After substantial discussion it was determined that 

Bobbitt would reach out to Mr. Christian to discuss more details regarding the ceremony and 

potentially requesting Mr. Christian to appear at a Council meeting to discuss the request. 

 

Closed Session 

 The Mayor announced that Borough Council will enter a Closed Session. The public will 

be excluded from this portion of the meeting to permit the Borough Council to consider matters 

appropriate for discussion in such session. The public will be invited to rejoin the meeting and 

Open Session after Borough Council briefly convenes.  

 

RESOLUTION 2023-117 

 A motion was made by Merkle, seconded by Hackett to go into closed session.  

Vote: All in favor. 

 

Open Session 

 A motion was made Merkle, seconded by Hiles to return to Open Session. 

Vote: All in favor. 

 

 There being no further business, a motion was made by Hiles and seconded by Hackett to 

adjourn the meeting. 

 

 

Joseph M. DiNicola, Jr. 

Solicitor 


