
WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

September 12, 2023 

 

 

The Regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of 

Salem was held at 7:00 pm in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times 

and the Daily Journal and posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law 

NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Don Dietrich, followed by a Roll Call of Council 

members present. 

 

The following members were present: James Hackett, Joe Hiles, Kristin Nixon, Bertha 

Hyman, Heather Bobbitt  

    

Also Present: Borough Clerk Cynthia Dalessio, Deputy Clerk Kristy L. Alward, 

Solicitor Joe DiNicola, Engineer Erik Biermann, CFO Lois Yarrington 

 

Flag Salute   

 Mayor Dietrich opened the meeting at 7:00 pm and led the flag salute.   

 

Public Portion 
 Mayor Dietrich opened the meeting for public comment.   

 

Daniel Johnston, Woodstown - Remedies for better water treatment was questioned. How 

much Covid money was received and what was it allocated/utilized for? Could it be utilized for 

Stormwater? CFO Yarrington replied the Covid monies have not been allocated as of yet; she will 

look into the total amount received. Hackett stated Stormwater needs to be addressed and it has 

been discussed before to possibly earmark some of those funds for that. Engineer Biermann stated 

it takes substantial effort to change water treatment in a municipality, both time and money. 

Council members reiterated the water quality meets New Jersey state standards. In the past, the 

Borough has not been eligible for grants as the water rate within the Borough is too low.  

 

Mike Quinnette, Woodstown – Residents of Green Street request a copy of the Engineer’s approval 

for the sidewalks on Green Street.  

 

There being no further comment from the public, the public portion was closed. 

 

Minutes 

 Minutes from the August 22, 2023 Council Regular meeting were approved on a motion 

by Hiles, seconded by Nixon.  

Vote:  All in favor. 

 

Solicitors Report 

 Solicitor DiNicola discussed the reaffirmation of the interlocal agreement from 2003 with 

Pilesgrove Township regarding the Friends Home expansion.  

 

The need for Closed Session for Litigation matters was indicated. 

  

RESOLUTION 2023- 105 

A motion was made by Nixon, seconded by Bobbitt to approve “Resolution Affirming the 

Existing 2023 Intermunicipal Agreement between the Borough of Woodstown and Pilesgrove 

Township Concerning the Supervision of the Land Improvements of the Friends Home at 

Woodstown Expansion”.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

 

 

 

 



Finance 

RESOLUTION 2023- 106 

A motion was made by Hiles, seconded by Hackett to approve “Resolution Authorizing 

the Cancellation and refund of a portion of third quarter and fourth quarter 2023 taxes for a total 

disabled veteran Block 15.11, Lot 9 (Peters, Andre)”.   

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

The Tax Collector’s Report was submitted for review. 

 

A motion was made by Hiles, seconded by Hackett to approve the bills totaling 

$762,794.00.   

Vote: All in favor. 

  

Public Safety 

The Police Department Report was submitted for review.  

 

The need for Closed Session for Contract Negotiation matters was indicated. 

 

Utilities 

 Dave Layton resigned from the Sewer Authority leaving a vacancy. A motion was made 

by Hackett, seconded by Merkle to appoint Larry Haines as a member of the Woodstown Sewerage 

Authority for the remainder of a five year term expiring January 31, 2026.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

Engineer Biermann spoke in regards to Woodstown Greens. The homeowners are making 

improvements there however some are on the easement which can make it difficult for inspections. 

Approximately 9 properties are affected by the Stormwater Easement; clarification as to whose 

responsibility it is to maintain it was discussed. It was suggested a letter to the homeowners be 

sent with an explanation of how easements work.  In addition, a sink hole over a storm sewer on 

Wilson near the railroad tracks formed. It has since been back filled. It has been deemed the 

Borough’s responsibility for the remedy. It was recommended to have the line and pipe joints 

videoed. The length of time to complete the task was estimated as the amount of water and dirt in 

the line could vary. 

 

A motion was made by Bobbitt and seconded by Hyman, to authorize video of the storm 

sewer line up to two days.  

Vote: All in favor. 

 

Hackett requested a status update on the bid process for the water meters. Acting QPA/CFO 

Yarrington stated it is being worked on.  

 

 Streets and Roads 

RESOLUTION 2023- 107 

A motion was made by Hyman, seconded by Bobbitt to approve “Resolution Requesting 

that the County of Salem Prohibit Parking on Both Sides of Elm Street in the Borough of 

Woodstown”. 

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

A motion was made by Hyman, seconded by Hackett to approve Partial Payment No. 1 for 

the East Grant Street Roadway Improvements & Water Main Project to Landberg Construction 

LLC.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

The broken sidewalk at 38 Bailey Street will ultimately be the Borough’s responsibility to 

fix. An attempt will be made to recoup the costs from the contractor.   

 

 

 

 

 



General Government 

RESOLUTION 2023-108 

A motion was made by Nixon, seconded by Merkle to approve “Resolution for the Hiring 

of a Part time Housing Officer and Code Enforcement Officer for the Borough of Woodstown”. 

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-109 

A motion was made by Nixon, seconded by Hiles to approve “Resolution Authorizing the 

Award of Construction Services Contracts for Construction Services Relating to the New Jersey 

Small Cities Program Grant”.  

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

 The property at 24 West Avenue has been listed for sale. There is concerns of the safety of 

potential buyers who are doing a walk through as the exterior of the building is showing obvious 

signs of deterioration. The Construction Code official will inspect the interior and exterior of the 

property. Contact information for the Realtor will be given to the Borough Clerk in hope of 

communicating with the property owner as the property has multiple Municipal Liens. 

 

The need for Closed Session for Personnel Matters was indicated. 

 

Health, Recreation and Open Space 

RESOLUTION 2023-110 

A motion was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hackett to approve “Resolution Authorizing 

the Purchase of Exercise Equipment for the Marvin L. Watson Park Improvements”. 

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

Closed Session 

 The Mayor announced that Borough Council will enter a Closed Session. The public will 

be excluded from this portion of the meeting to permit the Borough Council to consider matters 

appropriate for discussion in such session. The public will be invited to rejoin the meeting and 

Open Session after Borough Council briefly convenes.  

 

RESOLUTION 2023-111 

A motion was made by Merkle, seconded by Nixon to approve the Resolution for Closed 

Session and enter Closed Session. 

Vote: All in favor. 

 

Open Session 

 A motion was made Merkle, seconded by Hackett to return to Open Session. 

Vote: All in favor. 

 

 A motion was made by Hiles, seconded by Bobbitt to approve “Resolution 

Authorizing the Purchase of Exercise Equipment for the Marvin L. Watson Park Improvements”. 

Unanimous Roll Call vote. 

 

 There being no further business, a motion was made by Hyman and seconded by Nixon to 

adjourn the meeting at 9:01 pm. 

 

 

 

Kristy L. Alward 

Deputy Municipal Clerk 


