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Flag salute: 
 Chairman Hathaway leads the meeting in the flag salute. 
 
Call to order:  

Chairman Hathaway called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and read the Open Public Meetings Act 
statement: 

“The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6, et seq.) was enacted to ensure the 

rights of the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any 

business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon.  In accordance with the provisions of the Act, 

notice of this public meeting has been provided as follows: 

On January 17, 2023 the Woodstown Planning Board Secretary posted the schedule of 2023 

regular meetings and the 2024 reorganization meeting on the bulletin board in the foyer of the 

Woodstown Borough Hall and on the Woodstown Borough website, and filed the schedule with the 

Woodstown Borough Clerk.  On January 11, 2023 the Woodstown Planning Board Secretary emailed the 

schedule to the Daily Journal and South Jersey Times newspapers.” 

Swearing in:  

Solicitor Horner swears in Jen Dubler as Alternate #4 for the Woodstown Planning Board 

Roll call:  
The following members were present: Mayor Dietrich, Jen Dubler (Alt), Shane Godshall, Larry Haines 
(Alt), Tom Hollinger, Burnett Hyman (Alt), Donald Johnson, Keith Johnson, Glenn Merkle, Steven Parker 
(Alt), Lorraine Pfeffer, Chairman Hathaway 

 
The following members were absent: Jesse Stemberger  

 
Others Present:  John Hitchner (Secretary), William Horner (Solicitor), Candace Kanaplue (Planner), Ruth 
Jones (Resident), Juan Mendez (Applicant for Hope Cathedral & Resident) 

 
Public Comment: 
 Solicitor Horner addresses the public concerning the Freedom Development Application which was 
noticed for a public hearing and then postponed at the request of the applicant.  He explains the procedures and 
laws governing public participation regarding an application.  He explains the request for postponement to the 
public which is present.  The Solicitor informs the public and the Board that there should be no discussion 
concerning the application. 
 The Board discusses the public hearing requirements with Solicitor Horner and requests that the 
applicant readvertise prior to them hearing the application for the benefit of the public. 
 Mayor Dietrich makes a motion to not carry the notice forward and request it be readvertised.  Motion is 
seconded by Mrs. Pfeffer and approved 9-0. 
 Chairman Hathaway opens for public comments.  Mr. Parker inquires what the “official newspaper” is for 
the Board.  The Chairman informs him it is the South Jersey Times and the Daily Journal. 
 Ms. Jones requests information regarding the ownership of a neighbor’s property.  She lives at 320 Bailey 
Street.  Ms. Jones claims her neighbor’s property has a tree which is dead and about to fall on her house. 
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 Being as no more members of the public wish to speak, Chairman Hathaway closes the public portion of 
the meeting. 
 
Minutes: 
 The minutes from the March 1, 2023, and July 5, 2023 meetings were submitted for approval. 
 Mrs. Pfeffer makes a motion to approve the March 1, 2023 minutes.  Motion is seconded by Mr. D. 
Johnson and approved 9-0. 
 Secretary Hitchner requests the motion for the July 5, 2023 meeting include a change that all references 
to “O’Malley” be changed to “Craig Riley”.  Mr. Hollinger makes a motion to approve with the changes.  Motion 
is seconded by Mr. D. Johnson and approved 7-0 with Mr. Godshall and Chairman Hathaway abstaining. 
 
New Business: 

Item #1: Resolution 2023-06 – Determining completeness for Application 2023-02, Hope Cathedral 

Chairman Hathaway informs the public that “completeness” is simply confirming that the 

applicant has turned in all the required paperwork and not an approval of the application itself. 

Solicitor Horner reviews the requirements.  Mrs. Pfeffer recuses herself as she is within 200 ft.  

Mayor Dietrich and Mr. Merkle recuse based on the fact it is a “use variance” application.  Mr. Parker 

replaces Mrs. Pfeffer at the dais. 

Ms. Kanaplue gives the Engineering Completeness review as per Bach’s report.    

Motion was made by Mr. Parker to approve Resolution 2023-06 deeming the application 

conditionally incomplete.  Motion was seconded by Mr. K. Johnson and approved 7-0. 

Public Comment: 
 Chairman Hathaway opens the meeting for public comment again as a courtesy for those present.  Mr. 
Mendez addresses the Board and informs them he is a Pastor at Hope Cathedral and a resident of Woodstown 
Borough.  He states that whatever the Board requires they will be happy to address and they look forward to 
being part of the community. 
 
Adjournment: 

There being no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Parker at 7:40 pm to adjourn the meeting.  
The motion was seconded by Mr. K. Johnson and approved, 9-0. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

John H. Hitchner III, RMC 

Planning Board Secretary 


