WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES
August 12, 2025

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was
held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the
Daily Journal, posting in the Borough Hall foyer, and on the Borough Website in compliance with
the Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joseph Hiles, who then led the flag salute, followed by
a roll call of members present.

The Woodstown Republican Committee provided their top 3 recommendations to fulfill the vacant
council seat. Council unanimously agreed with the first choice of Kristin Nixon.

RESOLUTION 2025-95
A motion to approve Kristin Nixon to fulfill the vacant Council seat was made by
Merkle, seconded by Hyman. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

The following members were present:
Bertha Hyman Heather Bobbitt Jesse Stemberger
Kristin Nixon Glenn Merkle James Hackett

Also Present:
Patricia Bohren, Erin Maurer, Alex Bauer, Chief Ryan DeFalco, Erik Biermann, Joseph DiNicola
Sr., Jacob Lynch, Wesley Burden, Ann Dorsett, Sandy Sattler

Public Portion

Ann Dorsett of 161 East Avenue in the Borough approached Council and expressed to
Council her desire to join the Joint Environmental Commission and asked how she could apply.
She also praised Borough staff on their friendliness and helpfulness. Mayor advised her to provide
her information to Borough Clerk Bohren for further communication.

Sandy Sattler of 18 Hunt St. in the Borough approached Council asking for an update
regarding 18 Hunt St. She stated that repairs are not being made to the property, and the property
is in extreme disrepair. Mrs. Sattler questioned the long-term resolution of the property conditions.
Mrs. Sattler also asked about the rules for having chickens within the Borough. Mayor replied to
Mrs. Sattler’s concern stating the property located at 18 Hunt St. has been secured, and currently
has construction permits, although he was not familiar with the rules around chickens. Mayor
referred to the Deputy Zoning officer for the complaint about 18 Hunt St. to which the Deputy
Zoning Officer responded she would look into the concerns and possible solutions, as well as the
rules on chickens.

Mrs. Sattler also expressed concerns over alleged drug deals taking place on the corner of
S. Main St. and Hunt St. accompanied by the strong smell of marijuana at times. Chief DeFalco
advised her to call the Police Department anytime she experienced suspicious behavior.

With no further public comments, the public portion was closed.

Solicitor
No Report

Ordinances

Mayor Hiles and Councilwoman Bobbitt recused themselves from the meeting.
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ORDINANCE 2025-16
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 18 OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN
CODE TITLED “LENGTH OF SERVICE AWARDS PROGRAM (LOSAP)”
A public hearing for the above-named ordinance was opened for comment. With no public
comment, the hearing was closed.
A motion to adopt the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by
Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

Mayor Hiles and Councilwoman Bobbitt rejoined the meeting

ORDINANCE 2025-17

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A LEASE AND ANY AND ALL
OTHER RELATED DOCUMENTS FOR THE LEASING OF THE BOROUGH WATER
SYSTEM TO THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY

A public hearing for the above-named ordinance was opened for comment. With no public
comment, the hearing was closed.

A motion to adopt the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by
Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

ORDINANCE 2025-18
A CAPITAL ORDINANCE FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO UTILITY PUMPS AND SYSTEM BY
APPROPRIATING $115,0000 FROM THE WATER CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
A public hearing for the above-named ordinance was opened for comment. With no public
comment, the hearing was closed.
A motion to adopt the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by Bobbitt.
Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

ORDINANCE 2025-19
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 70 OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN,
COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY CODE WHICH IS ENTITLED “MOBILE
FOOD VENDORS”
A discussion regarding the changes being made took place.
A motion to introduce the above-named ordinance was made by Merkle, seconded by
Bobbitt. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

ORDINANCE 2025-20
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 2021-1, CODIFIED AS ARTICLE VI OF
CHAPTER 19 ENTITLED QUALIFIED PURCHASING AGENT, TO AMEND THE DUTIES
AND ADOPTION OF CONTRACTING UNIT BID
A motion to introduce the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by
Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

Consent Agenda

1. Minutes of the July 22, 2025 regular Council meeting.

2. Approve Fall Lake Fest event on Saturday, October 25, 2025, hosted by the Locals on the
Lake Committee, with an advertisement banner to be hung two weeks prior to the event,
removed no later than the day after.

3. Approve use of Borough Hall on Friday, September 26, 2025 at 6pm for the wedding of
Briele Reynolds and Sam Zeallor.

4. Authorizing the Mayor to sign the employment agreement for the Borough Clerk.

5. Resolution 2025-96 Amending the Job Description for Deputy Clerk removing Planning
Board Secretary and Maintaining the position as a separate position.

6. Resolution 2025-97 Authorizing the Clerk to file the Highway Occupancy Permit with the
State of New Jersey to close Route 45 for Fall Festival.

A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Merkle, seconded by Bobbitt. Approved
by unanimous roll call vote with Nixon abstaining from item 1.
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Finance
A motion to pay bills was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hackett. Approved by unanimous
roll call vote.

CFO Bauer praised the Finance Clerk to Council, noting that she was doing a phenomenal
job. CFO Bauer intends to have a projected budgetary process meeting with the appropriate
Council members.

Hackett requested monthly summarized budget reports.

Public Safety
The Police Department Report was discussed.

Merkle advised Council on an upcoming meeting with the County regarding
Ambulance coverage. It was noted that coverage in the Borough has been spotty.

Utilities

The Engineer’s Report was discussed. The water tower work is complete and the
contractor will be scheduled to install the electric hookup for the mixer. The stand pipe on
Folwell Street was inspected. The wooden roof needs replaced and a level gauge needs to be
installed per the NJ DEP. Well #3 (Folwell St) has a leak. A contractor is scheduled to assess
and repair this week.

ETS had no report.

A motion to approve and authorize the Mayor to sign the Interlocal Services Agreement
was made by Hackett, seconded by Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

A motion to approve and authorize the Mayor to sign the Debt Service Agreement was
made by Hackett, seconded by Stemberger. Approve by unanimous roll call vote.

A motion to approve and authorize the Mayor to sign the Water Service & Lease
Agreement was made by Hackett, seconded by Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call
vote.

Streets and Roads

Assistant Foreman Fredo reported that Public Works vacuumed out 25 storm drains and
completed painting for parking lines. Fredo also reported that the dog waste stations were
installed at the Lake as well as Watsons Park.

Borough Clerk Bohren relayed that the coordinator of the Community Fun Day held at
Watsons Park commended Public Works on the cleanliness and prep of the space.

General Government
A discussion regarding Short Term Rentals in the Borough took place with specific
concerns around Airbnb’s operating without proper permitting.

Health, Recreation and Open Space
A discussion regarding the previously mentioned pump track took place. It was
announced that Atlantic City Electric is not interested in utilizing the property for a pump track.

Stemberger thanked Public Works for the updated geese signage around Memorial Lake.
Stemberger added that he would like to push information out to the public on the harmful effects
feeding the geese can have.

A discussion around requiring a reservation fee to use Marvin L. Watson Park for private
events took place.
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A motion to approve the requirement of reservation fees for the private event use of
Watson Memorial Park was made by Stemberger, seconded by Hyman. Approved by unanimous
roll call vote.

Clerk Bohren will make reservation application form and permit.
Bobbitt excused herself from the meeting.

RESOLUTION 2025-98
A motion to enter Closed Session for Personnel was made by Merkle, seconded by
Hackett. All were in favor.

A motion to return to Open Session was made by Hackett, seconded by Merkle. All were
in favor.

A motion to approve a pay increase for Brian Foote Jr. in accordance with the CWA
Union Contract for obtaining his CDL was made by Hyman, seconded by Hackett. Approved by
unanimous roll call vote.

A motion to approve a pay increase for Jeffrey Fredo as Acting Foreman in accordance
with the CWA Union Contract, retroactive to November 1, 2024 was made by Hyman, seconded
by Merkle. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm on a motion by
Merkle, seconded by Hackett. All were in favor.

Erin Maurer
Deputy Clerk
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