
WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES 

August 22, 2023 

 

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was 

held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the 

Daily Journal and posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law NJSA 

10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Council President Glenn Merkle, followed by a roll call of 

members present. 

 

The following members were present: 

James Hackett  Joe Hiles  Kristin Nixon  Bertha Hyman  

Heather Bobbitt  

    

Members absent:  Mayor Don Dietrich. 

 

Also Present: 

Cynthia Dalessio, Joe DiNicola, Chief Ryan DeFalco, Erik Biermann, Kristy Alward, Robert 

Budd, Lois Yarrington. 

 

Public Portion 

 Emily Mills, representing St. Lukes Church questioned what portions of sidewalk would 

be replaced in front of the church.  Engineer Erik Biermann reviewed the plans. 

  

Ms. Mills also questioned what would be required for them to use their vacant lot as a 

community garden.  It is on private property so there are no requirements for them to meet. 

 

There being no further comment from the public, the public portion was closed. 

 

Minutes 

 Minutes from the August 8, 2023 Council meeting were approved on a motion by Mr. 

Hiles, seconded by Ms. Nixon.  All were in favor with the exception of Mr. Merkle who abstained. 

 

Solicitor 

 The Solicitor will have the bicycle ordinance proposed by Chief DeFalco ready for review 

at the next meeting. 

  

Mr. DiNicola will also prepare a resolution to continue the agreement with Pilesgrove for 

building inspections at Friends Village for the building that is on the line. 

  

Finance 

RESOLUTION 2023-97 

Designating Pennsville National Bank as the depository for all Borough funds effective October 

1, was moved by Mr. Hiles, seconded by Ms. Bobbitt with a unanimous roll call vote with the 

exception of Mr. Hackett who abstained. 

 

 The Tax Collector’s Report was submitted for review. 

 

 A motion to pay bills was made by Mr. Hiles and seconded by Mr. Hackett with all in 

favor. 

 

Public Safety 

 Mr. Merkle made the following statement: 

The Public Review Draft of the Salem County Multi-Jurisdictional Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

Update will be available for review between August 7th and September 1st. The documents will be 

posted on the project website at https://schmpu23.com/documents and can be downloaded for 

https://schmpu23.com/documents


review.  Please provide any comments or questions to your community’s Office of Emergency 

Management. 

RESOLUTION 2023-98 

Purchasing SCBA equipment through state contract was moved by Mr. Merkle, seconded by 

Mrs. Hyman with a unanimous roll call vote with the exception of Mr. Hiles who abstained. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-99 

Purchasing a Police Explorer through state contract was moved by Mr. Merkle, seconded by Mr. 

Hiles with a unanimous roll call vote. 

 

Utilities 

 Mr. Biermann reviewed the current status of the East Grant project. 

 

 There will be a closed session for personnel. 

  

Streets and Roads 

Mrs. Hyman, Mr. Merkle and the Mayor will form a committee to review the track record 

and advantages/disadvantages of selectively installing one or more speed “humps”/speed 

“bumps”/ speed “tables.” They will investigate experiences in other nearby municipalities such as 

Mullica Hill, Swedesboro and Greensboro.   They will also include emergency management (fire, 

ambulance, police) and public works experience and opinion.  

 

A discussion centered around the broken sidewalk at 38 Bailey Street.  The Clerk contacted 

Atlantic City Electric who feels that the section of sidewalk was not at the proper slope, causing it 

to break.  The Clerk was instructed to contact DOT for their assistance.  

 

General Government 

RESOLUTION 2023-100 

Hiring Kristy Alward as a full time Deputy Clerk at a salary of $50,000 per year, was moved by 

Ms. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Hackett and a unanimous roll call vote.  Mrs. Alward will also receive 

a $2,000 increase in her base salary once she has attained her RMC certification. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-101 

Renewing membership in the Statewide Insurance Fund for the year 2024 was moved by Ms 

Nixon, seconded by Mr. Hiles and a unanimous roll vote. 

 

Health, Recreation and Open Space 

RESOLUTION 2023-102 

Purchasing a pavilion from RCP Shelters through the ESCNJ co-op was moved by Ms. Bobbitt, 

seconded by Mrs. Hyman and a unanimous roll call vote. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-103 

Purchasing picnic tables through state contract was moved by Ms. Bobbitt, seconded by Mr. Hiles 

and a unanimous roll call vote. 

 

 The purchase of exercise equipment was tabled to the next meeting. 

 

 A motion was made by Ms. Bobbitt, seconded by Mr. Hackett approving the Mary 

Shoemaker story walk at Memorial Lake on September 15-22 and Watson Park September 22-30. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-96 

 Closed session for personnel was moved by Ms. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Hackett, and a 

unanimous roll call vote. 

 

 A motion to return to open session was moved by Mr. Hackett, seconded by Mr. Hiles with 

all in favor. 



 A motion was made by Mr. Hiles, seconded by Ms. Bobbitt to make a counter offer to 

South State in the amount of $10,000.  All were in favor with the exception of Mrs. Hyman who 

abstained. 

 

 There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm. 

 

Cynthia Dalessio 

Borough Clerk 


