
WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES 

August 8, 2023 

 

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was 

held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the 

Daily Journal and posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law NJSA 

10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Don Dietrich, followed by a roll call of members 

present. 

 

The following members were present: 

James Hackett  Joe Hiles  Kristin Nixon  Bertha Hyman  Heather 

Bobbitt  

    

Members absent:  Glenn Merkle 

 

Also Present: 

Cynthia Dalessio, Joe DiNicola, Chief Ryan DeFalco, Harry Vanaman, Don Simons, Lois 

Yarrington, Tom Glah, Keith Lamb, Jessie Williams. 

 

Public Portion 

OUTSTANDING CITIZEN AWARD 

Was presented to Kenneth Preston Johnson, Sr. 

 

 A motion was made by Mrs. Hyman, seconded by Mr. Hackett to name the streets in 

proposed town homes after Jack Ledden and Kenneth Preston Johnson, Sr.  All were in favor. 

 Jessie Williams reminded everyone the Community Fun Day will be this Saturday. 

 Tom GLah has painted the monuments in the park. 

There being no further comment from the public, the public portion was closed. 

 

Minutes 

 Minutes from the July 25, 2023 Council meeting were approved on a motion by Mr. Hiles, 

seconded by Mrs. Hyman. All were in favor. 

 

Mayoral Appointments to Planning Board 

 Burnett Hyman as Alternate #1 with a term expiring 12/31/2024 

 Steve Parker as Alternate #2 with a term expiring 12/31/2024  

Larry Haines as Alternate #3 with a term expiring 12/31/2023  

Jennifer Dubler as Alternate #4 with a term expiring 12/31/2023  

 

Solicitor 

 The Solicitor will have the easement by the brewery signed by all parties. 

  

Finance 

RESOLUTION 2023-92 

Emergency appropriation for the grant match American Rescue Plan Firefighter Grant was moved 

by Mr. Hackett, seconded by Ms. Nixon.  All were in favor with the exception of Mr. Hiles who 

abstained. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-93 

Chapter 159 for the American Rescue Plan Firefighter Grant was moved by Mr. Hackett, seconded 

by Ms. Bobbitt.  All were in favor with the exception of Mr. Hiles who abstained. 

 

 A motion to pay bills was made by Mr. Hiles and seconded by Ms. Nixon with all in favor. 

 

Public Safety 

 The Police Department report was submitted for review. 



 

 Chief DeFalco provided Council with a sample ordinance regarding bicycles that may help 

some of the issues we have been having. 

 Two houses were deemed uninhabitable due to downed trees from the storm last Saturday. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-97 

Increasing rates for off-duty police was moved by Mr. Hiles, seconded by Ms. Bobbitt with a 

unanimous roll call vote.  This will be reviewed every year. 

 

Utilities 

 Joe Jasinski from Utility Service Company discussed a proposed 10 year maintenance 

program for the water towers, as was done previously.  The tower needs over coating and the 

interior needs to be done.  RFPs would be done and it could be an ongoing program that would 

only cancel if we wanted it to end. 

 A motion was made by Mr. Hackett, seconded by Mr. Hiles approving the water system 

improvements for the Friends Home expansion. 

  

RESOLUTION 2023-94 

Authorizing the water application permit for the Friends Home expansion was moved by Mr. 

Hackett, seconded by Mr. Hiles with a unanimous roll call vote.  

 

Streets and Roads 

Mrs. Hyman thanked the Public Works, Police and Reliance for their efforts after the storm. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-95 

Hiring Aiden Baker as a part-time Public Works employee was moved by Mrs. Hyman, seconded 

by Ms. Bobbitt and a unanimous roll call vote. 

 

A discussion centered around the broken sidewalk at 38 Bailey Street.  It is possible the 

damage was caused by Atlantic City Electric during the work they were doing there.  The Clerk 

will reach out to Kevin Bass with ACE.  

 

General Government 

 There will be a closed session for a discussion on personnel.  

 Ms. Nixon reported that Habitat for Humanity looked into the Bailey Street property and 

it is unbuildable due to wetlands.  It could be offered to the adjoining property owners or used for 

pollinators. 

 

Health, Recreation and Open Space 

 Ms. Bobbitt made a motion, seconded by Ms. Nixon approving a banner at the lake for 

the October Farmer’s Market.  

 Dr. Mohammed Abuorf of 71 Kingsberry asked Council to look into other methods to 

reduce the hardness of the water. 

RESOLUTION 2023-96 

 Closed session for personnel was moved by Mr. Hiles, seconded by Mr. Hackett, and a 

unanimous roll call vote. 

 

 A motion to return to open session was moved by Mr. Hackett, seconded by Mr. Hiles with 

all in favor. 

 A motion was made by Ms. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bobbitt to offer the Deputy Clerk 

position to Kristy Alward at a rate of $50,000 per year to increase to $52,000 per year once she 

receives her certification. 

 

 There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:35pm. 

 

Cynthia Dalessio 

Borough Clerk 


