WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES
July 25, 2023

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was
held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the
Daily Journal and posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law NJSA
10:4-5to 10:4-21.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Don Dietrich, followed by a roll call of members
present.

The following members were present:
Glenn Merkle James Hackett Joe Hiles Heather Bobbitt

Members absent:
Kristin Nixon Bertha Hyman

Also Present:
Erik Biermann, Joe DiNicola, Chief Ryan DeFalco, Frank Mitchell, Harry Vanaman.

Public Portion

Jessie Williams, spokesperson for Woodstown Community Fun Day, provided information
on upcoming events at Watson Park. Oldies in the Park scheduled for August 27 and September
24 have been suspended, so those dates can be removed. Fun Day is scheduled for August 12, rain
date August 13. Signs stating no alcohol and no smoking would be appreciated.
The train comes through the park, and the parking lot will be congested. Help from the Borough
to control the parking lot would be appreciated. Mayor Dietrich advised he will notify SMS Rail
of the events, but no one should be parking near the rail line.
Mr. Williams advised the dates for 2024 are: Senior Picnic May 11, 2024, 1:00 — 4:00 pm. Raindate
May 12. Fun Day August 10, 2024, noon to 5:00 pm, raindate August 11. Mayor Dietrich advised
that the organization still should apply for these events through the Clerk’s office.
Stephanie Williams, Treasurer, inquired on event day insurance. Mayor Dietrich again advised
that they should contact Clerk Dalessio for information on the insurance.
Mayor Dietrich noted that there are plans for a pavilion and other improvements at the Park. Mr.
Williams advised he would like to review the plans with the Mayor.
There being no further comment from the public, the public portion was closed.

Minutes
Minutes from the July 11, 2023 Council meeting were approved on a motion by Mr.
Merckle , seconded by Mr. Hackett. All were in favor.

Solicitor

Deeds for Cedar Way property have been completed.

Closed session is recommended for discussion on an easement.

The Solicitor recommended appointing a Special Attorney for Affordable Housing,
specifically for the Freedom Development Project. Mr. Dinicola recommends appointing Michael
Jedziniak, and attorney who has worked in neighboring municipalities on affordable housing
projects.

RESOLUTION 2023-88
Appointing Michael Jedziniak as Special Counsel for Affordable Housing for the Freedom
Development Project at a rate of $200.00 per hour was moved by Mr. Merckle, seconded by Ms.
Bobbitt and a unanimous roll call vote.

Suit was filed against the contractor on the Liberty Street project and the Borough will be
reimbursed for between $14,000.00 - $16,000.00.

The Solicitor advised that the NJ DEP has mandated the replacement of all lead and
galvanized pipe in all municipalities. Mayor Dietrich explained the mandate and advised that the
Borough must do a survey to determine which properties have lead and/or galvanized pipe. The
Borough Engineer is working on the survey.



Finance

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 2022-14 FIXING AND ESTABLISHING THE
SALARIES AND COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE
BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

A motion to open the public hearing on Ordinance 2023-07 was made by Mr. .Hiles,
seconded by Mr. Hackett and all were in favor.

There being no public comment on Ordinance 2023-07, motion made by Mr. Hiles,
seconded by Mr. Hackett to close the public comment. All were in favor.

Motion made by Mr. Hiles, seconded by Ms. Bobbitt to approve adoption of Ordinance
2023-01 with the following roll call vote: Hiles — yes, Hackett — yes, Merckle — yes, Bobbitt — yes.

A motion to pay bills was made by Mr. Hiles and seconded by Mr. Hackett with all in
favor.

Public Safety

Chief DeFalco requested authorization to hire 2 backup crossing guards.
Motion made by Mr. Merckle, seconded by Ms. Bobbitt to authorize hiring of 2 backup
crossing guards.

Mr. Merckle advised he was unable to attend the recent meeting with the Ambulance
Association; Ms. Bobbitt went in his place. Ms. Bobbitt detailed the discussion that took place at
the meeting, which centered mainly on the financial hardships of the
Association.

Utilities

Mr. Hackett advised he has not been contacted by the representative to discuss water tower
maintenance.

A discussion centered on the purchase of new water meters. Engineer Eric Biermann
reviewed the DEP mandate and the type of meters that the Borough needs to purchase. The new
meters must be interchangeable with the existing meters so the meters can be read and there are
no billing issues. The new meters are proprietary, and Mr. Biermann has written a letter to that
effect. The Borough would need to go to bid for the meters and the installation and the bid
specifications will detail the meters that need to be supplied. The specifications will stipulate that
these meters are specialized equipment and necessary for the Borough to conduct their affairs.
Solicitor DiNicola stated that the Borough will need 2 Resolutions — one stating that the meters
are proprietary and the second resolution authorizing going to bid for purchase and installation of
the meters.

RESOLUTION 2023-89
Stating the proprietary qualifications of water meters to be purchased by the Borough. Moved by
Mr. Hackett, seconded by Mr. Hiles and approved with the following roll call vote: Hiles — yes,
Hackett — yes, Merckle — yes, Bobbitt — yes.

RESOLUTION 2023-90

Authorizing the Borough to solicit bids for the purchase and installation of 600 water meters based
on specifications provided by the Borough Engineer. Moved by Mr. Hackett, second by Ms.
Bobbitt and approved with the following roll call vote: Hiles — yes, Hackett — yes, Merckle — yes,
Bobbitt — yes.

Streets and Roads

Mr. Biermann advised he has been contacted by and environmental company regarding the
property at the point of EIm Street and Route 40. The company has been doing test wells and has
inquired on the Right-of-Way on Cedar Way. Solicitor DiNicola stated that since that road has
been vacated, the company will need to contact the property owners. Mr. Vanaman asked if that
means PW can pull the barricades — Mayor Dietrich advised yes.



Mr. Biermann advised he has been contacted by a home builder who will be building a home on
Auburn Road, on a lot between 49 and 50 Auburn Road. There is no street address to assign. After
discussion, was decided to use 49 ¥ as the address.

Mr. Biermann inquired on the status of the repairs to the sidewalk damage on Bailey Street. Mr.
Biermann will contact the Borough Clerk for follow up.

General Government

Mr. Merckle advised that closed session will be needed for a discussion on personnel.

Mr. Hackett advised that Ken Johnson will be in attendance at the August 8 meeting for
his proclamation.

Health, Recreation and Open Space

Ms. Bobbitt advised that she will be attending a meeting with residents at Freedom
Village on September 13 to discuss construction at Watson Park.

Mr. Hiles noted that he has been contacted by Mark Blauer and the Borough should
accept the grant for Watson Park.

Moved by Ms. Bobbitt, seconded by Mr. Hiles to authorize acceptance of the grant for
Watson Park in the amount of $72,000.00. Approved by roll call vote: Hiles — yes, Hackett — yes,
Merckle — yes, Bobbitt — yes.

RESOLUTION 2023-91
Closed session for personnel was moved by Mr. Merckle, seconded by Ms. Bobbitt, and a
unanimous roll call vote.

A motion to return to open session was moved by Mr. Hackett, seconded by Mr. Hiles with
all in favor.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:05pm.

Maureen Abdill
Deputy Borough Clerk



