
WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES 

July 11, 2023 

 

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was 

held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the 

Daily Journal and posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law NJSA 

10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Don Dietrich, followed by a roll call of members 

present. 

 

The following members were present: 

Glenn Merkle   James Hackett   Joe Hiles  

Bertha Hyman   Heather Bobbitt    Kristin Nixon 

 

Members absent:   

 

Also Present: 

Cynthia Dalessio, Erik Biermann, Joe DiNicola, Chief Ryan DeFalco, Frank Mitchell, Lois 

Yarrington, Harry Vanaman, Mike Quinnette, Robert Budd, Wesley Burden. 

 

Public Portion 

 There being no comment from the public, the public portion was closed. 

 

Minutes 

 Minutes from the June 27, 2023 Council meeting were approved on a motion by Mr. Hiles, 

seconded by Mrs. Hyman.  All were in favor. 

 

Solicitor 

 The Solicitor is preparing the deed for the land donated to Reliance Fire Co. 

 

Finance 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 2022-14 FIXING AND ESTABLISHING THE 

SALARIES AND COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE 

BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 A motion to introduce the ordinance was made by Mr .Hiles, seconded by Mr. Hackett and 

a unanimous roll call vote. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-82 

Ch. 159 for Clean Communities was moved by Mr. Hiles, seconded by Mr. Hackett with a 

unanimous roll call vote. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-83 

Ch. 159 for Wellness grant was moved by Mr. Hiles, seconded by Ms. Bobbitt and a unanimous 

roll call vote. 

 

 The Tax Collector’s report was reviewed. 

 

 A motion to pay bills was made by Mr. Hiles and seconded by Ms. Nixon with all in favor. 

 

Public Safety 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 11 ENTITLED “FIRE DEPARTMENT” OF THE 

BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN 

 

The public hearing for the ordinance was opened.  There being no comment the public hearing was 

closed.  A motion to adopt was made by Mr. Merkle, seconded by Ms. Bobbitt with the following 



roll call vote: Hiles – abstain, Hackett – yes, Nixon – yes, Merkle – yes, Hyman – yes, Bobbitt – 

yes. 

 

 Work is continuing on the Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

 

 A meeting for the County Joint Court was held and additional security needs were 

reviewed. 

 

 The Police Department Report was reviewed. 

 

 The Municipal Prosecutor is now a judge and someone from her firm will be taking the 

position.   

 

Utilities 

 A discussion centered around the purchase of new water meters.  The newer digital meters 

are failing so it is recommended that the stay with the old style.  We would need to go to bid for 

the installation but not the meters as they are proprietary. 

 

 The Borough previously had a long term contract for maintenance of the water tower.  A 

representative will come to the next meeting to discuss this. 

 

 A proposed letter was reviewed to be sent to residents to meet the requirements of the lead 

service line survey. 

 

 Mr. Simons stated that he is looking to retire and begin a new career.  Mr. Hackett stated 

that he will have Jack Lynch of ETS come to a meeting in August to discuss outsourcing the 

operation of the wells. 

 

Streets and Roads 

RESOLUTION 2023-84 

Authorizing a Roadway Improvement grant application for Bertha Avenue and Guernsey Place 

was moved by Mrs. Hyman, seconded by Mr. Hiles and a unanimous roll call vote. 

 

 There was a discussion concerning the stormwater Tier A requirements.  Mr. Biermann 

will assist Mr. Mitchell in completing the questionnaire.   

 

 The Engineer’s report was reviewed.  A pre-construction meeting will be scheduled soon 

for East Grant. 

 

 A motion was made by Mr. Merkle, seconded by Mrs. Hyman to award the Outstanding 

Citizen Award to Ken Johnson. 

  

General Government 

 Possible uses for the property at 288 Bailey Street were reviewed.  Suggestions were Mr. 

Gardner’s bees or Habitat for Humanity. 

 

 

Health, Recreation and Open Space 

RESOLUTION 2023-85 

Awarding a contract for Watson Park improvements to Think Pavers was moved by Ms. Bobbitt, 

seconded by Mrs. Hyman. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-86 

 Closed session for personnel was moved by Mr. Hackett, seconded by Mr. Hiles and a 

unanimous roll call vote. 

 

 A motion to return to open session was moved by Mr. Hiles, seconded by Ms. Nixon with 

all in favor. 



 

 A motion was made by Ms. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bobbitt to offer the position of Deputy 

Clerk to Jennifer Vittorioso at a rate of $55,000. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-87 

 Hiring Joseph Sheldon as temporary clerical help in the Clerk’s office at a rate of $25.00 

per hour for up to 20 hours per week, was moved by Ms. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bobbitt and the 

following roll call vote: 

Hiles – yes, Hackett – no, Nixon – yes, Merkle – yes, Hyman – yes, Bobbitt – yes. 

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:01pm. 

 

Cynthia Dalessio 

Borough Clerk 


