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WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

June 13, 2023 
Sunshine Statement: 

“The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was held 

at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the Daily Journal and 

posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21.” 

 Roll Call – Hackett, Hiles, Merkle, Nixon  

 Absent -  Bobbitt, Dietrich, Hyman 

 Others Present – Cynthia Dalessio (Clerk), John Hitchner (Deputy Clerk), Ryan DeFalco (Police 

Chief), Joseph DiNicola (Solicitor), Erik Biermann (Engineer), Harry Vanaman (P/W), Wesley 

“Buster” Burden (Resident), Robert Budd (P/W), Lois Yarrington (CFO), Mike Melniczuk 

(Brewery Owner), Michael and Lynn Young (Residents), Kristin Telsey (Prosecutor), Mohammad 

Abu-orf (Resident), Andreas Benjamin (Resident), Jim Gillespi, Amy Hill, Kevin O’Hara and 

Dustin Wilson (WPD), Cristyn Smick and Family (WPD) 

 

Flag Salute:   

 Council President Merkle opens the meeting at 7:00 pm and leads everyone in the flag salute.   

 

Public Comments:  
 Mr. Merkle opens the meeting for public comment.   

RESOLUTION 2023-65 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-65 hiring Cristyn Smick as a Woodstown Police 

Officer.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hackett and approved with a 4-0 vote. 

Mr. Merkle swears in Officer Smick.  Chief DeFalco and Ms. Telsey speak about Officer Smick, her being 

Woodstown’s first female police officer and the significance of it for the Borough.  

Dr. Abu-orf addresses Council.  He shares his concerns regarding the hardness of the water, the scaling 

it leaves behind, and health concerns.  Engineer Biermann discusses State and Federal regulations on water, that 

Woodstown is an isolated water utility which is not connected to any others, and that by reducing the hardness 

you will increase sodium.  Due to the natural levels of sodium which are currently in the wells, he advises that it 

would be difficult to reduce the scaling.  Mr. Young and Mr. Benjamin state that their questions were addressed. 

Mr. Melniczuk discusses the possibility of having a roped off area in front of the brewery in order to have 

outside seating on the sidewalk.  Everyone discusses steps and regulations from various agencies which would 

need to occur.  Council will have to discuss more to determine if they wished to endorse.  Mr. Hiles states that 

Woodstown is a business friendly town and he believes Council will do what they can to help.  Mr. Melniczuk 

discusses issues with his drainage due to the raised asphalt on North Main St.  Engineer Biermann discusses 

options available to resolve the issue. 

 Being as no more members of the public wished to speak, Mr. Merkle closed the public portion. 

 

Minutes: 
 Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve the 06/13/2023 regular meeting minutes.  Motion is seconded by 

Ms. Nixon and the motion carries 4-0. 

 

Finance: 

RESOLUTION 2023-66 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-66 approving the tax refund for 64 North Main 

Street.  Motion is seconded by Ms. Nixon and approved with a 4-0 vote. 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve the bills totaling $55,135.69.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hackett 

and approved 4-0. 

 Mr. Hiles informs Council that the finance clerk, Julie Dorsey, has put in her resignation and will be 

retiring.  He thanks her for her years of service to the Borough and makes a motion to accept her resignation.  

Motion is seconded by Mr. Hackett and approved 4-0. 

 

Public Safety: 

RESOLUTION 2023-67 

Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-67 approving the purchase of a new copier for 

the police department.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hiles and approved with a 4-0 vote. 

 Mr. Merkle discusses the Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan and gives an update of its status. 

 Chief DeFalco reviews his monthly report.  He informs Council of an upcoming active shooter drill and 

invites anyone who wants to participate. 

 

Utilities:   

RESOLUTION 2023-68 

Mr. Hackett makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-68 approving the release of the maintenance 

bond from Mount Construction for the South Main Street project.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Merkle and approved 

with a 4-0 vote. 
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RESOLUTION 2023-69 

Mr. Hackett makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-69 approving the reduction of the water 

performance bond for Woodstown Greens. Motion is seconded by Ms. Nixon and approved with a 4-0 vote. 

Mr. Hackett informs Council he will have a meeting with the Water Department and the Engineer to 

discuss the hard water and report back to Council. 

 

Streets and Roads: 

RESOLUTION 2023-70 

Ms. Nixon makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-70 approving the reduction of an improvement 

performance bond for Woodstown Greens.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hiles and approved with a 4-0 vote. 

Engineer Biermann informs Council of the contracts being approved for the Grant Street Project.  Some 

of the alternate bids may have to get knocked down because they are currently over the grant amount awarded. 

 

General Government: 

 Mrs. Dalessio discusses the Plan Implementation Agreement which was sent to the Borough by the State 

for the Plan Endorsement application.  Many of the items are not applicable to the Borough.  She requests to have 

a meeting with the engineer and return with a recommendation as to what the Borough should and should not 

agree to. 

 Ms. Nixon informs Council that Mr. Hitchner accepted a new job offer and had put in his resignation.  

She thanks him for his service and makes a motion to accept his resignation.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hackett 

and approved 4-0. 

 

Health, Recreation, and Open Space:    

 Mrs. Dalessio informs Council that Logan Township was inquiring if Woodstown wanted to renew their 

trash collection contract when it was up.  Council agrees that Ms. Bobbitt and Mrs. Hyman should be on a 

Committee to look into renewing the contract and make a recommendation. 

 Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve the fishing event for the Mary Shoemaker School from July 24th – 

27th.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hiles and approved 4-0. 

 Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve the date change for Locals on the Lake Farmer’s Market at 

Memorial Lake from Sunday October 15th to Saturday, October 14th.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hackett and 

approved 4-0. 

 

General Discussion:  

 RESOLUTION 2023-71 

 Mr. Hackett makes a motion to approve resolution 2023-71 approving entering into executive session 

after a 10 minute recess.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hiles and approved 4-0. 

 

[Council enters executive session at 8:10 pm] 

[Council exits executive session at 8:25 pm] 

 

 Ms. Nixon makes a motion to hire temporary help for the Clerk’s Department.  Motion is seconded by Mr. 

Hiles and approved 4-0 

 

Motion to Adjourn: 

A motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Nixon at 8:30 pm.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hiles and approved 

4-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

John H. Hitchner III, Borough Deputy Clerk 

 

 


