
WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES 
May 27, 2025 

 
The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was 
held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the 
Daily Journal, posting in the Borough Hall foyer, and on the Borough Website in compliance with 
the Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joseph Hiles, who then led the flag salute, followed by 
a roll call of members present. 
 
The following members were present: 
James Hackett  Bertha Hyman  Heather Bobbitt  
Glenn Merkle   Jesse Stemberger Noah Tighe   
 
Also Present: 
Patricia Bohren, Erin Maurer, Alex Bauer, Chief Ryan DeFalco, Erik Biermann, Jeff Fredo,  
Brian Pokrzywa, Larry Haines, Thomas Glah,  
 
Absent: Joseph DiNicola Jr. 
 
Public Portion  

Thomas Glah, 2 Chestnut Drive, looking for resolution regarding the concerns he spoke 
about at last Council meeting. Council reiterated the need for State approval and involvement 
concerning a walking bridge between Chestnut Dr. and Kresswold Lane on the Route 40 side, and 
added that expense would be substantial. Mayor recommended the resident, and public, to reach 
out to State Legislature Representatives as well.  

Mr. Glah addressed concern over a light pole placement on Elm St currently blocking 
handicap or stroller access. Chief DeFalco advised County is planning on relocating the entire 
crosswalk which will eliminate the issue.  

 
A motion to have the Borough Engineer prepare a letter from the Borough Council 

regarding construction of a foot bridge along Route 40, between Chestnut Dr. and Kresswold Lane 
for State review was made by Hackett, seconded by Bobbitt. All were in favor.  

 
With no further public comment, the public comment portion was closed. 

 
Minutes 
 Minutes from the May 13, 2025 Council meeting were approved on a motion by 
Stemberger, seconded by Tighe.  All were in favor with Bobbitt abstaining. 
 
 Minutes from the May 13, 2025 Board of Health Council meeting were approved on a 
motion by Hackett, seconded by Hyman. All were in favor with Bobbitt abstaining.  
  
Solicitor 
 No Report 
 
Finance 

ORDINANCE 2025-6 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SALARIES AND COMPENSATION OF THE 
FOLLOWING OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, 
COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 A public hearing for the above-named ordinance was opened for comment. With no public 
comment, the hearing was closed. 
 A motion for final adoption of the ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by Bobbitt. 
Approved by unanimous roll call vote.  
 



ORDINANCE 2025-7 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, NEW 
JERSEY CANCELING CERTAIN FUNDED APPROPRIATION BALANCES HERETOFORE 
PROVIDED FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND REAPPROPRIATING SUCH FUNDED 
APPROPRIATION BALANCES FOR OTHER CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS  
 A public hearing for the above-named ordinance was opened for comment. Brian Pokrzywa 
inquired if the ordinance indicated where the money was being taken from and where it was going 
to. Acting Clerk Bohren replied that it was being taken from a previous Bond Ordinance and 
reappropriated for the purchase of new trash and recycling carts. With no further public comment, 
the hearing was closed. 
 A motion for final adoption of the ordinance was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hackett. 
Approved by unanimous rolls call vote.  
 

RESOLUTION 2025-69 
A motion to approve appointing Alexander Bauer as Chief Financial Officer and Acting 

QPA effective June 1, 2025 was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hackett. Approved by unanimous 
roll call vote.  

 
RESOLUTION 2025-70 

A motion to approve Designating Alexander Bauer as the Public Agency Compliance 
Officer (PACO) was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hackett. Approved by unanimous roll call 
vote.  

 
RESOLUTION 2025-71 

A motion to approve Depositories of Borough Funds was made by Bobbitt, seconded by 
Hackett. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.  

 
RESOLUTION 2025-72 

A motion to approve Insertion of Special Item of Revenue in the Budget for Clean 
Communities was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hackett. Approved by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
RESOLUTION 2025-73 

A motion authorizing Purchase through Sate Contract for Fire Company Equipment was 
made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hyman. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.  

 
RESOLUTION 2025-74 

A motion to approve Cancelling Taxes and Refunding a Portion of the Second quarter for 
a Total Disabled Veteran (Watson) was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hackett. Approved by 
unanimous roll call vote.  

 
A motion to pay bills was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Stemberger. Approved by 

unanimous roll call vote.  
 
The Tax Collectors report was discussed.  
 
Mayor discussed a grant through Statewide’s Health & Wellness that would help the 

Borough purchase 3 filtered water coolers for employee and public use in Borough Hall. No cost 
to apply. The Borough is eligible for $1475 to assist with this purchase.  

 
A motion to apply for funds made available through Statewide’s Health & Wellness for 3 

filtered water coolers in Borough Hall was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hackett. All were in 
favor.  
 
Public Safety 

Merkle discussed the completion of parking lot and swale for Reliance Fire Company.  
 
 

 



Utilities 
ORDINANCE 2025-8 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE PROHIBITION OF ILLICIT CONNECTIONS TO 
THE MUNICIPAL STORM SEWER SYSTEM IN THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, 
COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 A public hearing for the above-named ordinance was opened for comment. With no public 
comment, the hearing was closed. 
 A motion for final adoption of the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded 
by Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.  
 

ORDINANCE 2025-9 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE PROHIBITION OF IMPROPER DISPOSAL OF 
WATER INTO THE MUNICIPAL STORM WATER SEWER SYSTEM IN THE BOROUGH 
OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.  
 A public hearing for the above-named ordinance was opened for comment. With no public 
comment, the hearing was closed. 
 A motion for final adoption of the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded 
by Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.  
 

ORDINANCE 2025-10 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS TO CONTROL LITTERING IN THE 
BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 A public hearing for the above-named ordinance was opened for comment. With no public 
comment, the hearing was closed. 
 A motion for final adoption of the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded 
by Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.  
 

ORDINANCE 2025-11 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PROPER DISPOSAL OF 
PET SOLID WASTE IN THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE 
OF NEW JERSEY 
 A public hearing for the above-named ordinance was opened for comment. With no public 
comment, the hearing was closed. 
 A motion for final adoption of the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded 
by Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote. 
 

ORDINANCE 2025-12 
AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE FEEDING OF UNCONFINED WILDLIFE IN THE 
BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 A public hearing for the above-named ordinance was opened for comment. With no public 
comment, the hearing was closed. 

A motion for final adoption of the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded 
by Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.  

 
ORDINANCE 2025-13 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE PROPER MANAGEMENT OF RESIDENTIAL 
YARD WASTE IN THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY 
 A public hearing for the above-named ordinance was opened for comment. With no public 
comment, the hearing was closed. 
 A motion for final adoption of the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded 
by Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.  
 
 The Engineer’s report was discussed. Erik Biermann discussed the wires on the water 
tower; carriers have been notified that attaching their cables to the exterior is now possible. 
Public Works Superintendent Farro is scheduling George Sparks, LLC to move forward with 
installing additional power source at water tower. 
 
 



Streets and Roads 
 Erik Biermann discussed several options for a solution to water pooling at 17 Kingsberry 
Lane. The resident of 17 Kingsberry Lane is concerned with ADA compliance and accessibility 
when pooling occurs. Council was advised that there is an alternative handicap ramp for public 
use in close proximity which is ADA compliant. Other solutions discussed were deemed to be of 
substantial cost as well as further complicate drainage issues in that location. 
 
 Council woman Hyman thanked Council President Merkle for all of his hard work 
facilitating the Memorial Day event held at the lake and complimented Public Works on their 
help with the flag and poles.  
 
General Government 

RESOLUTION 2025-75 
 A motion to approve Authorizing Agreement with Marla DeMarcantonio, Esquire for 
Professional Services as Special Counsel was made by Tighe, seconded by Hackett. Approved 
by unanimous roll call vote.  
 
 A discussion of Consent Agendas for future meetings was discussed. Acting Municipal 
Clerk Bohren addressed Council on the purpose of Consent Agendas. Council will review the 
information with possible action next meeting. 
 
 Councilman Tighe discussed the Film Ready Ordinance sample. Council will review the 
information with possible action next meeting. Tighe will update Council regarding an upcoming 
workshop for Film Ready information, when more information is available. 
 
Health, Recreation and Open Space 
 A motion to approve Woodstown Rotary to meet at Watsons Park pavilion on Thursday 
June 19, 2025 with bathroom access was made by Stemberger, seconded by Bobbitt. All were in 
favor. 
  
 Stemberger seconded Hyman’s praise of Merkle and Public Works for their involvement 
with the Memorial Day event at Memorial Lake.  
 
 Mayor provided an update on the geese at the lake; Funny Farm has captured all but 3 or 4 
and will return for the remaining geese.  
  
 A discussion on Giordano’s proposed Wet Waste facility in Salem City took place. 
 

RESOLUTION 2025-76 
 A motion to enter Closed Session for Emergency Services and Zoning Office was made 
by Merkle, seconded by Hyman. All were in favor.  
 
A motion to return to Open Session was made by Hackett, seconded by Tighe. All were in favor.   
 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:21 pm on a motion by 
Stemberger, seconded by Hackett.  All were in favor. 
 
 
Erin Maurer 
Deputy Clerk  


