WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES
May 13, 2025

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was
held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the
Daily Journal and posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law NJSA
10:4-5t0 10:4-21.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joseph Hiles, who then led the flag salute, followed by
a roll call of members present.

The following members were present:
James Hackett Bertha Hyman
Glenn Merkle Jesse Stemberger Noah Tighe

Also Present:

Patricia Bohren, Erin Maurer, Alex Bauer, Jennifer Koeturius, Joseph DiNicola, Wesley Burden,
Jim Biegen, Jeff Fredo, James Farro, Brian Pokrzywa, Thomas Glah, Jon Farrell, members of the
public with/ and family of guest Jon Farrell

Absent: Heather Bobbitt

Public Portion

Mayor introduced Jon Farrell, creator of Charm Ad for Woodstown, and then played his
video, followed by congratulating him for a job well done. Jon gave a brief explanation about his
video and inspiration, then thanked Mayor, and his teammate for her assistance.

Brian Pokrzywa, 12 Kingsberry Lane, expressed concern over the amount of trash/litter
being discarded around the lake and suggested a more frequent trash collection to resolve the issue.

Thomas Glah, 2 Chestnut Drive, expressed concern over the sidewalk ordinance,
specifically that the new owner of 1 Kresswold Lane was permitted a Certificate of Occupancy
without being required to install sidewalk (Rt.40 side) per the Borough ordinance. Mr. Glah also
expressed concern over a paved driveway addition at 1 Kresswold Lane that he believes to be
unpermitted and a safety hazard. He also expressed concern over the safety of being able to walk
into town and the lack of a designated sidewalk/ walkway from Chestnut, up Rt. 40 to the next laid
sidewalk on the corner of Kresswold Lane and East Ave. Mr. Glah stated the bridge formerly used
to do so is in disrepair with no clear intentions or timeline from the Borough for repairs. Mr. Glah
requested 5 action items in writing by the next council meeting, they are as follows: 1. Enforcement
of the sidewalk ordinance at 1 Kresswold Lane; 2. Confirmation that temporary CO was issued
and a timeline for compliance with the sidewalk ordinance; 3. Establish a clear timeline for a
walking bridge to be installed; 4. Investigation of NJ DOT approval for newly installed driveway
at 1 Kresswold Lane; and 5. Reassessment of the overall safety at the intersection of Kresswold
and Rt. 40. Council acknowledged Mr. Glah’s concerns and reiterated the need for State
involvement and obstacles surrounding the walking bridge.

Minutes
Minutes from the April 22, 2025 Council meeting were approved on a motion by
Stemberger, seconded by Hackett. All were in favor with Hyman abstaining.

Minutes from the May 5, 2025 Special Council meeting were approved on a motion by
Hackett, seconded by Tighe. All were in favor with Stemberger abstaining.

Solicitor
No Report



Finance
ORDINANCE 2025-6
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SALARIES AND COMPENSATION OF THE
FOLLOWING OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN,
COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
A motion to introduce the ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by Stemberger.
Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

ORDINANCE 2025-7
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, NEW
JERSEY CANCELING CERTAIN FUNDED APPROPIATION BALANCES HERETOFORE
PROVIDED FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND REAPPROPIATING SUCH FUNDED
APPROPIATION BALANCES FOR OTHER CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
A motion to introduce the ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by Stemberger.
Approved by unanimous rolls call vote.

RESOLUTION 2025-58
A motion to approve Approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation for NJ Recycling
Tonnage Grant 2022 was made by Hackett. Seconded by Stemberger. Approved by unanimous
roll call vote.

A motion to pay bills was made by Hackett, seconded by Tighe. Approved by unanimous
roll call vote.

The annual report of taxes not collectible was discussed.

Councilman Hackett welcomed Alex Bauer as the Assistant Chief Financial Officer and
Jennifer Koeturius as the Finance Clerk.

Public Safety
ORDINANCE 2025-3

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE BOROUGH CODE BY
RENUMBERING THE SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 52 OF THE BOROUGH CODE

A public hearing for the above-named ordinance was opened for comment. With no
public comment, the hearing was closed.

A motion to approve final adoption of the ordinance was made by Merkle, seconded by
Tighe. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

RESOLUTION 2025-59
A motion to approve the Closure of County Roads for the Fourth of July Parade was
made by Merkle, seconded by Hyman. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

RESOLUTION 2025-60
A motion Authorizing the Clerk to file the Highway Occupancy Permit for the Fourth of
July Parade with NJ DOT was made by Merkle, seconded by Hackett. Approved by unanimous
roll call vote.

RESOLUTION 2025-61
A motion to approve Closure of County Roads for Fall Festival and Candlelight Tour
was made by Merkle, seconded by Stemberger. Approve by unanimous roll call vote.

The police department report was discussed.
Mayor Hiles shared with Council that a resident reached out to him regarding an

interaction with Sgt. O’Hara. Resident spoke highly of Sgt. O’Hara, praising his
professionalism.



Utilities
ORDINANCE 2025-4

ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE REORGANIZATION OF THE
WOODSTOWN SEWERAGE AUTHORITY AS A MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY
PURSUANT TO AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A 40:14B-6

A public hearing for the above-named ordinance was opened for comment. With no public
comment, the hearing was closed.

A motion to approve final adoption of the ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by
Merkle. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

ORDINANCE 2025-5

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $50,000 FROM THE CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR THE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE STORMWATER SYSTEM
BY THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

A public hearing for the above-named ordinance was opened for comment. With no public
comment, the hearing was closed.

A motion to approve final adoption of the ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by
Tighe. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

ORDINANCE 2025-8
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE PROHIBITION OF ILLICIT CONNECTIONS TO
THE MUNICIPAL STORM SEWER SYSTEM IN THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN,
COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
A motion to introduce the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by
Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

ORDINANCE 2025-9
AN ORIDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE PROHIBITION OF IMPROPER DISPOSAL OF
WATER INTO THE MUNICIPAL STORM WATER SEWER SYSTEM IN THE BOROUGH
OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
A motion to introduce the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by
Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

ORDINANCE 2025-10
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS TO CONTROL LITTERING IN THE
BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
A motion to introduce the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by
Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

ORDINANCE 2025-11
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PROPER DISPOSAL OF
PET SOLID WASTE IN THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY
A motion to introduce the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by
Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

ORDINANCE 2025-12
AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE FEEDING OF UNCONFINED WILDLIFE IN THE
BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
A motion to introduce the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by
Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

ORDINANCE 2025-13
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE PROPER MANAGEMENT OF RESIDENTIAL
YARD WASTE IN THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF
NEW JERSEY
A motion to introduce the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by
Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.



ORDINANCE 2025-14
AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING THE RETROFITTING OF EXISTING STORM DRAIN
INLETS IN THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN, COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY
A motion to introduce the above-named ordinance was made by Hackett, seconded by
Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

RESOLUTION 2025-62
A motion to approve Referring Ordinance 2025-14 to the Planning Board for Consistency
Review to the Master Plan was made by Hackett, seconded by Stemberger. Approved by
unanimous roll call vote.

Brian Pokrzywa asked about obtaining copies of the discussed Ordinances. Municipal
Clerk Bohren advised he could obtain copies from the Clerks Office free of charge.

A motion to approve Proposal of Professional Services from Sickels for the MS4
Infrastructure Map and Inventory Report for Stormwater Tier A MS4 permit was made by Hackett,
seconded by Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

A motion to approve the adjusted Water Bill Reduction for 442 S. Main St. was made by
Hackett, seconded by Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

RESOLUTION 2025-65
A motion to Award Contract to George Sparks Electric, LLC in the amount of $8,280.00
for Installation of Electric Service at the Water Tower was made by Hackett, seconded by
Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

Hackett advised Council that Public Works Supervisor Farro had recommended painting
the fire hydrants, pending color scheme input from Fire Chief.

Hackett provided updates regarding the completion and sanitization of the water tower.
Tanks will be removed in the following days. The water tower is back in service.

Jim Biegen thanked Council for the updated ordinances and provided an update about
finishing the water meter inspections and sizing report.

Streets and Roads

RESOLUTION 2025-63
A motion to approve Amending Contract to Paving Plus LLC for Borton Drive Roadway
Improvements, Change Order No.2 was made by Hyman, seconded by Merkle. Approved by
unanimous roll call vote.

RESOLUTION 2025-64
A motion Approving Partial Payment No.2 to Paving Plus LLC for Borton Drive Roadway
Improvements was made by Hyman, seconded by Merkle. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

A motion to approve Proposal for Professional Services from Sickels for 2026 NJ DOT
Municipal Roadway State Aid was made by Hyman, seconded by Merkle. Approved by unanimous
roll call vote.

Public Works department report was discussed.

A motion to approve award of quote to Melnyk’s Tree Service for removal of 2 dead trees
at the Woodstown Lake was made by Hyman, seconded by Merkle. Approved by unanimous roll
call vote.

Hackett discussed a resident’s distain for the placement of a new NJ Transit Bus Stop out
front of their home. The bus stop was a result of NJ State Transit & DOT mandating additional
bus stops.



Jim Biegen provided an update regarding the final punch list for Borton Drive and stated
those items would be addressed before closing out with the NJ DOT.

General Government
A motion to reschedule the Tuesday June 10" Council meeting to Monday June 9" was
made by Tighe, seconded by Stemberger. All were in favor.

Health, Recreation and Open Space

A motion to Approve Final Payment No.3 to Bott Electrical for Marvin L. Watson Park
Lighting Improvements was made by Stemberger, seconded by Tighe. Approved by unanimous
roll call vote.

A motion to approve Woodstown Rotary to meet at Watsons Park pavilion and bathroom
facilities Thursday May 15, 2025 was made by Stemberger, seconded by Merkle. All were in favor.

Stemberger discussed the purchase of additional trash and recycling carts.

Stemberger thanked Woodstown-Pilesgrove Joint Environmental Commission for the
library clean up and establishment of the pollinator garden utilizing all volunteer efforts.

RESOLUTION 2025-66
A motion to enter into Closed Session for Police Contract Negotiations and Zoning Office
was made by Merkle, seconded by Hyman. All were in favor.

A motion to come out of Closed Session was made by Hackett, seconded by Merkle. All
were in favor.
RESOLUTION 2025-67
A motion Creating the Position of Temporary Deputy Zoning Officer for the Borough of
Woodstown was made by Tighe, seconded by Stemberger. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

RESOLUTION 2025-68
A motion Appointing Erin Maurer as Temporary Deputy Zoning Officer for the Borough
of Woodstown was made by Tighe, seconded by Merkle. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

ORDINANCE 2025-6
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SALARIES AND COMPENSATION OF THE
FOLLOWING OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN,
COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
A motion to amend previously introduced ordinance 2025-6 to include the position of
Temporary Deputy Zoning officer at $3500 per year was made by Hackett, seconded by Hyman.
Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:22 pm on a motion by

Hackett, seconded by Hyman. All were in favor.

Erin Maurer
Deputy Clerk



