
Page 1 of 2 
05-23-2023 BC Meeting Minutes 

 

WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

May 23, 2023 
Sunshine Statement: 

“The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was held 

at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the Daily Journal and 

posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21.” 

 Roll Call – Hackett, Hiles, Hyman, Merkle, Nixon, Mayor Dietrich  

 Absent -  Bobbitt 

 Others Present – Cynthia Dalessio (Clerk), John Hitchner (Deputy Clerk), Ryan DeFalco (Police Chief), 

Joseph DiNicola (Solicitor), Frank Mitchell (P/W), Harry Vanaman (P/W), Robert Budd (P/W), Lois 

Yarrington (CFO), Mike Melniczuk (Brewery Owner), Ken Braxton (Resident) 

 

Flag Salute:   

 Mayor Dietrich opens the meeting at 7:00 pm and leads everyone in the flag salute.   

 

Finance: 

RESOLUTION 2023-62 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-62 approving the 2023 Budget on second reading.  

Motion is seconded by Mr. Hackett and approved with a 5-0 roll call vote. 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve the bills totaling $549,089.95.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hackett 

and approved 5-0. 

 

[Mr. Hiles leaves the meeting at 7:05 pm] 

  

Public Comments:  
 Mayor Dietrich opens the meeting for public comment.  Mr. Melniczuk discusses the brewery’s plans for 

their first anniversary weekend, June 23rd – 25th.  The brewery wishes to close down the easement between the 

Opera House and the brewery.   They wish to set up a tent area in the Opera House parking lot with live music.  

They plan on having the events from 10:00 am – 7:00 pm each day.  Council raises concerns regarding emergency 

services access.  They request the brewery not place tables or tents in the ally in case it needs to be utilized by 

emergency vehicles.  Chief DeFalco raises concerns about the types of barriers being used.  He feels that street 

cones are not enough, but the barricade needs to be mobile.  Mr. Melniczuk says the State A.B.C. requires a 4 

foot, temporary fence around the area which alcohol is being served and identification checks need to be done at 

the outside enterence to confirm patrons are 21 years or older.  Solicitor DiNicola expresses concerns regarding 

off-premise insurance coverage in case something happens on borough property.  Mr. Melniczuk states he can 

acquire that. 

 Mr. Hackett makes a motion to approve the closure of the right-of-way.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Merkle 

and approved 4-0. 

 Mr. Braxton wishes to complain to Council about the semi-truck traffic on Bailey Street.  He states that it 

typically happens in the morning.  Chief DeFalco states that after he complained to the department, he personally 

posted up on Bailey Street for an hour and did not see any semi-trucks.  Since then he has had 2 other officers sit 

on the street for 30 minutes each and neither reported seeing any tractor trailers. 

 Ms. Nixon states that the new date for First Lady Murphy’s Family Fun Festival is now in conflict with 

the brewery’s one year anniversary.  Council forms a consensus that the pickup location should be moved to the 

municipal lot on Maple. 

Being as no more members of the public wished to speak, Mayor Dietrich closed the public portion. 

 

Public Safety: 

 Mr. Merkle presents the contract for the countywide dispatching service.  He requests Solicitor DiNicola 

review it and Council vote on it at the next meeting. 

 Mr. Merkle reviews the application of Sean Graham to be a temporary member of Reliance Fire Company.  

Mr. Graham is living in Salem County temporarily as he is under contract to work at the nuclear plant.  Mr. 

Graham has a wide variety of certifications and is a fireman in his hometown. 

 Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve the application of Mr. Graham to become a temporary member of 

Reliance Fire Company.  Motion is seconded by Mrs. Hyman and approved 4-0. 

 Mr. Merkle discusses the Memorial Day ceremony which will take place at the lake at 10:00 am. 

 Mr. Merkle makes a motion to purchase a wreath for the ceremony at a cost not to exceed $200.  Motion 

is seconded by Ms. Nixon and approved 4-0. 

 

Minutes: 
 Mr. Hackett makes a motion to approve the 05/09/2023 regular meeting minutes.  Motion is seconded by 

Mrs.Hyman and the motion carries 2-0 with Mr. Merkle and Ms. Nixon abstaining. 

 

Utilities:   

 Mr. Hackett informs Council that now that the budget is adopted, the utilities department will be looking 

into purchasing new water meters. 
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Streets and Roads: 

ORDINANCE 2023-05 

 Mayor Dietrich opens Ordinance 2023-05 amending regulations on sidewalks, curbs, and gutters for 

public discussion.  Mr. Braxton asks if sidewalks are still required for a home sale.  The Mayor states that the 

new owner would have to install. 

 Being as no more members of the public wished to speak, Mayor Dietrich closes the public discussion. 

 Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve Ordinance 2023-05 on second reading.  Motion is seconded by 

Mrs. Hyman and approved 4-0. 

 Council has a discussion regarding a request for a “Children Playing” sign on Grange Court.  There is 

an open area next to the Presbyterian Church which frequently has children playing in it. 

 Mrs. Hyman makes a motion to purchase two signs.  Motion is seconded by Ms. Nixon and approved 4-

0. 

 Engineer Beirmann requested permission to complete the municipal aid application as the dealine is 

approaching. 

 Mrs. Hyman makes a motion to approve the application with a location to be determined by the engineer.  

Motion is seconded by Mr. Hackett and approve 4-0. 

 

General Government: 

 Council discusses the Lead Grant Assistance Program and how it relates to being an unfunded mandate.  

They request that the New Jersey League of Municipalities be contacted for guidance on how to proceed. 

 

Health, Recreation, and Open Space:    

RESOLUTION 2023-63 

 Mrs. Hyman makes a motion to approve resolution 2023-63 approving the joint contract with Pilesgrove 

for well monitoring services at the landfill.  Motion is seconded by Ms. Nixon and approved 4-0. 

 Mrs. Hyman makes a motion to approve a list of events at Watson Park.  Motion is seconded by Mr. 

Merkle and approved 4-0. 

 Mrs. Hyman makes a motion to approve a new date for “Oldies at the Park” at Watson Park.  Motion is 

seconded by Mr. Merkle and approved 4-0. 

 

General Discussion:  

 RESOLUTION 2023-64 

 Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve resolution 2023-64 approving entering into executive session.  

Motion is seconded by Mrs. Hyman and approved 4-0. 

 

[Council enters executive session at 7:45 pm] 

[Council exits executive session at 8:05 pm] 

 

Motion to Adjourn: 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mrs. Hyman at 8:05 pm.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Merkle and 

approved 4-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

John H. Hitchner III, Borough Deputy Clerk 

 

 


