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WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

April 11, 2023 
Sunshine Statement: 

“The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was held 

at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the Daily Journal and 

posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21.” 

 Roll Call – Bobbitt, Hackett, Hiles, Hyman, Merkle, Nixon, Mayor Dietrich  

 Absent – NONE 

 Others Present – Cynthia Dalessio (Clerk), John Hitchner (Deputy Clerk), Erik Biermann (Engineer), 

Joseph DiNicola (Solicitor), Lois Yarrington (CFO), Wesley “Buster” Burden (Resident), Frank 

Mitchell (CPWM), Harry Vanaman (P/W), Robert Budd (P/W), Ryan DeFalco (Chief), Shane Godshall 

(EC Chairman), Matthew Cassidy (Bakery Owner) 

 

Flag Salute:   

 Mayor Dietrich opens the meeting at 7:00 pm and leads everyone in the flag salute. 

 

Public Comments:  
 Mayor Dietrich opened the meeting for public comment.  Mr. Godshall discusses applying for a $1,500 

grant with ANJEC in order to place plants along Memorial Lake.  He hopes to reduce the quantity of geese and 

increase the quantity of pollinators in the area.  Mr. Vanaman states that residents feeding the geese in the area 

adds to the issue.  Residents complain about the geese soiling the sidewalks. 

 Ms. Bobbitt makes a motion to support the grant application.  Motion is seconded by Merkle and approved 

6-0. 

 Mr. Cassidy addresses Council.  He owns P-City Bakery in Pennsville and will be opening up a second 

location in Woodstown.  Council thanks his and the public applauds. 

Being as no more members of the public wished to speak, Mayor Dietrich closed the public portion. 

 

Minutes: 
 Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve the 03/28/2023 regular meeting minutes.  Motion is seconded by 

Mr. Hackett and the motion carries with a unanimous vote, 6-0. 

 

Plan Endorsement: 

 The Mayor opens the public workshop for Plan Endorsement.  He reviews the steps of the endorsement 

and what has been accomplished so far.  The Mayor discusses the Municipal Self-Assessment which was submitted 

to the State and the information it provides.  He tells the public that the Borough is the State’s first designated 

Town Center.  The public is informed that the MSA and the State’s response are both available for inspection on 

the Borough’s website.  Mr. Godshall informs everyone that copies were placed at the library and the brewery 

for public inspection also.  Details of the current draft of the vision statement were discussed. 

   

Solicitors Report: 

 Solicitor DiNicola discusses the details of Council’s requested sidewalk ordinance amendment.  Mayor 

Dietrich bring up the point that curbing and gutters are typically done by the municipality, county, and state 

governments.  Engineer Beirmann states that curbing and gutters are something which should be part of a larger 

engineered plan as they effect storm water.  Having individual home owners install could lead to other problems.  

It is agreed that a driveway apron is part of the sidewalk and should be done by the homeowner. 

 

Finance: 

RESOLUTION 2023-47 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-47 approving the 2023 municipal budget on first 

reading.  Motion is seconded by Ms. Bobbitt and approved with a 6-0 roll call vote. 

Council reviews that tax collectors report. 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve the bills totaling $107,440.78.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hackett 

and approved 6-0. 

 

Public Safety: 

RESOLUTION 2023-48 

Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-48 approving a donation of land to the Reliance 

Fire Company.  Motion is seconded by Mrs. Hyman and approved with a 5-0 vote with Mr. Hiles abstaining. 

 Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve Reliance Fire Company’s coin drop fundraisers on Saturday, June 

10th and August 26th, with rain dates as Sunday, June 11th and August 27th.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hackett 

and approved 5-0 with Mr. Hiles abstaining. 

 Mr. Merkle gives a status update on the ambulance company. 

 Mr. Merkle informs Council that OEM will be working to get our Multi-hazard Mitigation Plan updated. 

 Chief DeFalco reviews the monthly police report with Council. 

 

Utilities:   

 Engineer Biermann informs Council that he went out to bid on the East Grant Street project. 
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Streets and Roads: 

 Engineer Biermann informs Council about the sinkholes on Kingsberry Lane.  He went to the sites with 

the residents and inspected them and will be providing a plan to address them. 

RESOLUTION 2023-49 

Mrs. Hyman makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-49 approving hiring Brian Foote as a full time 

public works laborer.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Merkle and approved with a 5-0 vote with Ms. Bobbitt 

abstaining. 

 There is discussion regarding website updates. 

 

General Government: 

 There are no discussion items for General Government. 

 

Health, Recreation, and Open Space:    

 There are no discussion items for HR&OS. 

 

General Discussion:  

RESOLUTION 2023-50 

Ms. Nixon makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-50 entering into executive session for potential 

litigation.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hackett and approved 6-0.  

[Council enters into executive session at 7:40 pm] 

[Council exits executive session at 8:05 pm] 

 

Motion to Adjourn: 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Hackett at 8:10 pm.  Motion is seconded by Mrs. Hyman and 

approved 6-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

John H. Hitchner III, Borough Deputy Clerk 


