WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES
March 25, 2025

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was
held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the
Daily Journal and posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law NJSA
10:4-5 to 10:4-21.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joseph Hiles, who then led the flag salute, followed by
a roll call of members present.

The following members were present:
Heather Bobbitt James Hackett Bertha Hyman
Glenn Merkle Jesse Stemberger Noah Tighe

Also Present:

Patricia Bohren, Erin Maurer, Chief Ryan DeFalco, Jeff Fredo, Wesley Burden, Lois Yarrington,
Fred Caltabiano, Eric Biermann, Commissioner Ostrum, Commissioner Laury, and various
members of the public

Public Portion
Wesley Burden thanked Mayor and Council for addressing the mattress dumping issue that
had been occurring on Lee St. in the Manor.

There being no further public comment, the public portion was closed.

Minutes
Minutes from the March 11, 2025 Council meeting were approved on a motion by Hackett,
seconded by Bobbitt. All were in favor, with Merkle abstaining.

Minutes from the February 25, 2025 closed session Council meeting for Records Storage
were approved on a motion by Hackett, seconded by Stemberger. All were in favor, with Merkle
and Tighe abstaining.

Solicitor
It was noted the Solicitor would be arriving at a later time for a closed session for attorney-
client privilege.

Finance
ORDINANCE 2025-2
CALENDAR YEAR ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET
APPROPIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
A motion to introduce the ordinance was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hyman.
Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

RESOLUTION 2025-45
A motion to Introduce the 2025 Borough Budget was made by Bobbitt, seconded by
Hackett. Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

A motion to pay bills was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hyman. All were in favor.

A motion to accept with regrets the resignation of CFO/QPA/Treasurer Yarrington
effective April 30, 2025 was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hyman. All were in favor.

A motion to approve advertising for a CFO was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hackett.
All were in favor.



Public Safety
Reliance Fire Company members expressed concerns regarding Recruitment and

Retention issues among volunteers due to the current ordinance.

A motion to approve the quote from JEM Paving for the Reliance Fire Hall parking lot,
pending they have Public Works Cert., file the appropriate Pay to Play paperwork, and obtain
Township of Pilesgrove approval, was made by Merkle, seconded by Bobbitt. All were in
favor.

Utilities

The Engineer’s report was reviewed. Mr. Hackett commented on the ongoing water tower
work, stating that they are moving forward with the painting project. Mr. Hackett also discussed
a water meter pit issue occurring at 14 Hunt St. and stated suitable remedies would take some
time; Engineer to find viable solution.

Streets and Roads

A motion to approve the Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Plan Certification
application for the Bertha and Guernsey project was made by Hyman, seconded by Bobbitt.
Engineer Biermann noted that this approval includes authorizing the Mayor to sign the
application and a payment of $625.00 application fee. All were in favor.

General Government
No report

Health, Recreation and Open Space

A motion to approve Partial Payment No.2 to Bott Electrical for Marvin L. Watson Park
Lighting Improvements was made by Stemberger, seconded by Bobbitt. Approved by unanimous
roll call vote.

RESOLUTION 2025-44
A motion to approve the Award of Ground Water Monitoring Laboratory Services for the
Joint Woodstown-Pilesgrove Sanitary Landfill was made by Stemberger, seconded by Hackett.
Approved by unanimous roll call vote.

Municipal Clerk Bohren mentioned the Free Rabies Clinic being held at Borough Hall,
Saturday, March 29, 2025 from 9am-11am.

Since more public arrived, Mayor Hiles reopened the floor to the public.

Robin Lee, 186 Cape May Dr., Pennsville, addressed council regarding access to her
Pilesgrove property through the Borough Green Acres property. Lee expressed concerns of
inappropriate activities on the Green Acres land including hunting.

Solicitor DiNicola arrived at 7:42 pm.

RESOLUTION 2025-46
A motion to enter Closed Session for Public Safety Contract Negotiations and Attorney-
Client Privilege was made by Merkle, seconded by Hackett. All were in favor.

A motion to return to Open Session was made by Merkle, seconded by Hackett. All were
in favor.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm on a motion by

Hackett, seconded by Stemberger. All were in favor.

Erin Maurer
Deputy Clerk



