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WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

March 28, 2023 
Sunshine Statement: 

“The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was held at 

7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the Daily Journal and posting 

on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21.” 

 Roll Call – Bobbitt, Hackett, Hiles, Hyman, Merkle, Nixon, Mayor Dietrich  

 Absent – NONE 

 Others Present – Cynthia Dalessio (Clerk), John Hitchner (Deputy Clerk), Erik Biermann (Engineer), 

Joseph DiNicola (Solicitor), Wesley “Buster” Burden (Resident), Frank Mitchell (CPWM), Harry 

Vanaman (P/W), Thomas Glah (Resident), Steve and Jody Digerness (Residents), Robert Budd (P/W), Ellen 

Perry (Resident), Floyd McNally (Resident), Jillian Majzick (Resident), Steve Verton (Resident), James 

Brooks (Resident), Brian Pokrzywa other residents who came in after the meeting started 

 

Flag Salute:   

 Mayor Dietrich opens the meeting at 7:00 pm and leads everyone in the flag salute. 

 

Public Comments:  
 Mayor Dietrich opened the meeting for public comment.  Ms. Perry informs Council of a list of ordinances 

which are not being enforced throughout the Borough.  She discusses cars parked on front lawns, large item pickups 

which have been sitting out for months, and trash cans never being brought back from the curbside.  She suggests 

maybe highlighting certain ordinances in our publications and social media and then enforcing them so the public 

can learn.  She feels that warning letters are not correcting the problems. 

 Mr. Burden states that residents of the manor have cut down trees and then never removed them.  There are 

full trees just lying in yards. 

 Another resident say that she lives with her daughter and if a contractor brings in something large, she would 

need them to place the old item on the curb and it may be weeks before there is a pick up. 

 Mr. Glah brings up youths doing wheelies in the street on primary roads which is disrupting traffic and a 

safety issue.  Suggests education, rewards for good behavior, and possibly a wheelie competition at the Fall Festival. 

 Mr. Brooks discusses how the kids should have lights on their bikes at night. 

 Chief DeFalco states that they have been giving warning for reckless bicycle riding for months now.  Recently 

they began issuing tickets.  He believes it is a specific group of minors who are causing the issues with traffic and not 

every minor in town on their bikes. 

 Mayor Dietrich informs the public that Tom Hollinger is in charge of the Fall Festival.  They should contact 

him regarding adding events and competitions for the youth. 

 Ms. Majzick tells Council that they are “just kids being kids”.  She sates that the kids have very little to do in 

town.  Kids should be outside playing. 

 Another resident states that there is very little for kids to do in town. 

 Mr. Hiles agrees that there is an issue and requests suggestions on how to improve? 

 Mayor Dietrich suggests members of the public join the Marlton Recreation Association as they are in need 

of volunteers.  They could then use the facilities to have activities. 

 The public has a lengthy discussion with the Chief regarding speeding through town. 

Being as no more members of the public wished to speak, Mayor Dietrich closed the public portion at 8:10 

pm. 

 

Minutes: 
 Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve the 03/14/2023 regular meeting minutes.  Motion is seconded by Ms. 

Nixon and the motion carries with a unanimous vote, 5-0 with Mr. Merkle. 

   

Solicitors Report: 

 Solicitor DiNicola informs Council that there is nothing to discuss in open session. 

 

Finance: 

ORDINANCE 2023-04 

 Mayor Dietrich opens the meeting to the public for discussion of Ordinance 2023-04, COLA Ordinance.  

Being as no members of the public wished to speak, Mayor Dietrich closed the public discussion. 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve Ordinance 2023-04 for the Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) on final 

reading.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hackett and approved 6-0. 

 

RESOLUTION 2023-42 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-42 granting tax exempt status to a Total Disabled 

Veteran (Williams).  Motion is seconded by Mr. Merkle and approved 6-0.  

RESOLUTION 2023-43 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-43 approving transfers totaling $1,600.  Motion is 

seconded by Ms. Bobbitt and approved 6-0.  

 Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve the bills as provided by the CFO in the amount of $1,328,158.67.  Motion 

is seconded by Mr. Hackett and approved 6-0.  
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 Due to the death in the Auditor’s office, the introduction of the budget was delayed until next meeting. 

 

Public Safety: 

ORDINANCE 2023-03 

Mayor Dietrich opens Ordinance 2023-03 for public discussion.  Being as no members of the public wished 

to speak, Mayor Dietrich closed the public portion. 

Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve Ordinance 2023-03 on final reading, amending Chapter 87 of the 

Code titled “Vehicles and Traffic”.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hiles and approved 6-0.  

 

Utilities:   

 There are no discussion items for Utilities. 

 

Streets and Roads: 

RESOLUTION 2023-44 

Mrs. Hyman makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-44 approving a change order for the contract with 

Marandino LLC for various crosswalk improvements.  Motion is seconded by Ms. Bobbitt and approved 6-0.  

 Council discusses possible amendments to the sidewalk ordinance.  Council notes that there are some places 

where curbing may actually cause more storm water issues.  There is also discussion on who should be the final 

authority for inspection and regulating sidewalks.  Engineer Biermann suggests that the public works superintendent 

be better suited as they deal with streets and roads whereas the housing officer typically deals with the residential 

structures. 

 Mr. Pokrzywa brings to Council’s attention various issues with the roads in the Candlelight and Woodstown 

Greens developments including broken fire hydrants, sink holes, and broken sidewalks. 

 

General Government: 

RESOLUTION 2023-45 

Ms. Nixon makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-45 awarding the small cities grant home rehab 

contract to HJ Graber Inc.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hiles and approved 6-0.  

 Council discusses the quotes received to replace the 3 older, wooden doors on Borough Hall.  The total was 

just over $22,000. 

  Ms. Nixon makes a motion to approve the replacement of the doors.  Motion is seconded by Mrs. Hyman and 

approved 6-0.   

 

Health, Recreation, and Open Space:    

 Ms. Bobbitt makes a motion to approve the Fish Fest on June 3, 2023.  Motion is seconded by Ms. Hyman 

and approved 6-0. 

 Ms. Bobbitt makes a motion to approve the banner at the lake for the craft festival.  The Zoning officer stated 

it could be up for up to 21 days.  Motion was seconded by Ms. Hyman and approved 6-0. 

 Ms. Bobbitt makes a motion to approve the application to the Cumberland/Salem Soil Conservation District 

for the East Grant Street project and the Mayor to sign.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hackett and approved 6-0. 

 Ms. Bobbitt reviews the cost of the fence to be placed along the green acres property line. 

 Ms. Bobbitt makes a motion to approve the purchase of the fence materials not to exceed $1,500.  Motion is 

seconded by Mr. Hiles and approved 6-0.  

 

General Discussion:  

RESOLUTION 2023-46 

Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-46 entering into executive session for potential 

litigation.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hackett and approved 6-0.  

[Council enters into executive session at 8:55 pm] 

[Council exits executive session at 9:05 pm] 

 

 Mr. Hackett makes a motion to sue South State for the emergency sewer repair costs totaling $14,000 due to 

damage caused during their project on Liberty Ave and to ban them from bidding for a period of 5 years.  Motion is 

seconded by Mr. Merkle and approved 5-0 with Mrs. Hyman abstaining. 

 

Motion to Adjourn: 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Hackett at 9:10 pm.  Motion is seconded by Ms. Bobbitt and approved 

6-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

John H. Hitchner III, Borough Deputy Clerk 


