MINUTES

Woodstown Borough Planning board
March 1, 2023

Flag salute:
Chairman Hathaway leads the meeting in the flag salute.

Call to order:
Chairman Hathaway called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and read the Open Public Meetings Act
statement:
“The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6, et seq.) was enacted to ensure the

rights of the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any
business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon. In accordance with the provisions of the Act,
notice of this public meeting has been provided as follows:

On January 17, 2023 the Woodstown Planning Board Secretary posted the schedule of 2023
regular meetings and the 2024 reorganization meeting on the bulletin board in the foyer of the
Woodstown Borough Hall and on the Woodstown Borough website, and filed the schedule with the
Woodstown Borough Clerk. On January 11, 2023 the Woodstown Planning Board Secretary emailed the
schedule to the Daily Journal and South Jersey Times newspapers.”

Roll call:
The following members were present: Mayor Dietrich, Shane Godshall, Tom Hollinger, Burnett Hyman,
Donald Johnson, Keith Johnson, Valerie Lacy, Glenn Merkle, Steven Parker, Lorraine Pfeffer, Jesse
Stemberger, Chairman Doug Hathaway

The following members were absent: None
Others Present: John Hitchner (Secretary), William Horner (Solicitor), Candance Kanaplue (Planner)

Approval of Minutes: Approve the January 4, 2023 Reorganization Meeting Minutes.

The minutes from January 4, 2023 meeting were submitted for approval. A motion was made by Mrs.
Pfeffer to approve the minutes and seconded by Mr. D. Johnson. The motion was approved with a unanimous
vote of 9-0.

New Business:
Item #1: Resolution 2023-04 - Certifying the 2022 report of variances

Motion was made by Mr. Godshall to approve Resolution 2023-04. Motion was seconded by Mr. K.
Johnson and approved 9-0.

Municipal Self-Assessment Public Workshop:

Ms. Kanaplue reviews what is covered in the Municipal Self-Assessment (MSA) report which is being
submitted to the State for Plan Endorsement (PE). Topics covered in the MSA include development activities that
have happened in the Borough in the last few years, grants and capital projects, sustainability, funding priorities,
pedestrian walkability, safety, and resiliency.

Mr. Hitchner explains the differences between the Master Plan and the MSA. The MSA shows how the
Borough’s planning goals are in line with State planning goals. By completing the MSA, the Borough will be able
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to receive grants more easily. The MSA was workshopped by the Plan Endorsement Advisory Committee (PEAC)
and approved by the Borough Council. The MSA was then distributed to various State agencies for review.
During this time, public workshops are being held regarding Community Visioning in order to complete the next
steps towards PE.

Mr. Godshall suggests ways to get public awareness increased that these workshops are occurring. Mr.
Parker compliments Ms. Kanaplue on the thoroughness of the report. Mr. Hitchner explains the Community
Visioning process.

Mr. Godshall brings up topics to be added including ADA improvements and pedestrian safety
improvements. The Mayor discusses pedestrian safety at Chestnut Run. A walking bridge is needed more than
ever with the expansion of Friend’s Home. There is discussion regarding flooding, erosion, and stormwater issues.
Mr. Godshall wishes to see more trees lining the streets in the downtown and suggests the guardrail that crosses
the lake needs to be painted. He suggests better signage identifying the park entrances and possibly painting the
entryway. He believes adding more pocket parks would add more green space in the Borough. He recommends
more trash cans around the lake area. The Mayor brings up improvements to the culvert for Chestnut Run under
the bridge on Route 40.

Mr. Godshall discusses the old ACME property as being an eyesore. Mayor Dietrich states that the
Township Committee in Pilesgrove sent a letter to the owner of the property and their building inspector is
getting involved.

There is discussion regarding the trashcans being in the way of school children riding bikes on Millbrooke.
Mr. Parker suggests a community garden. Mrs. Pfeffer expresses her concern for pedestrian and bicyclist safety,
especially in the center of town. She also asks what the Borough could do to address vacant housing. The Board
discusses options for addressing vacant housing. The Board reviews some of the data in the MSA and discuss
sidewalk ordinance changes occurring in the Borough.

Adjournment
There being no further business, a motion was made by Mrs. Peffer at 8:00 pm to adjourn the meeting.
The motion was seconded by Mr. K. Johnson and approved; 9-0.

Respectfully submitted,

John H. Hitchner Ill, RMC
Planning Board Secretary
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