
WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES 
February 25, 2025 

 
The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was 
held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the 
Daily Journal and posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law NJSA 
10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joseph Hiles, who then led the flag salute, followed by 
a roll call of members present. 
 
The following members were present: 
Heather Bobbitt  James Hackett  Bertha Hyman  
Glenn Merkle  Jesse Stemberger  
    
Absent: Noah Tighe 
 
Also Present: 
Patricia Bohren, Erin Maurer, Joe DiNicola, Chief Ryan DeFalco, Erik Bierman, James Farro, Jeff 
Fredo, Jacob Lynch, Wesley Burden, Janice Adamek.  
 
There was a large gathering of the public for the swearing in of promoted police officers. 
 
Public Portion  

Mayor Hiles swore in Lieutenant James LaPalomento. 
 
Mayor Hiles swore in Sergeant Marco Chiarelli. 
 
Mayor Hiles swore in Sergeant Kevin O’Hara. 
 
Mayor Hiles swore in Corporal Dustin Wilson.  
 
Mayor Hiles opened the floor to public comment. 
 
Resident Janice Adamek of 48 West Millbrooke Ave. addressed her concerns over 

wild/domesticated geese destroying her yard and requested council to find a remedy. Mayor will 
follow up with local zoos/farms. 

 
Resident Tommy Glah of 2 Chestnut Drive receives community service hours from his 

employer, and offered using them for the betterment of the Borough.  
 
There being no further public comment, the public portion was closed. 

 
Minutes 
 Minutes from the February 11, 2025 Council meeting were approved on a motion by 
Hackett, seconded by Hyman.  All were in favor.   
 
Solicitor 
 Solicitor DiNicola requested a closed session. 
 
Finance 

RESOLUTION 2025-37 
 A motion to authorize the cancellation and refund of a portion of the first quarter, and 
second, third, and fourth quarter 2025 taxes for the widow of a Total Disabled Veteran was made 
by Bobbitt, seconded by Hyman. Approved by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 



RESOLUTION 2025-38 
 A motion to fix the salaries for certain officers and employees of the Borough of 
Woodstown in the County of Salem was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hackett. Approved by 
unanimous roll call vote.  
 

RESOLUTION 2025-39 
 A motion to Transfer Funds was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hackett. Approved by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 A motion to pay bills was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hyman.  All were in favor. 
  
Public Safety 
 Merkle reported on the Ambulance Meeting he attended virtually, where funding issues 
were discussed. 
   
Utilities 
 Engineers Report was reviewed. An update was given by Jacob Lynch of ETS regarding 
the water system project. Hackett added that the water pressure tanks had been delivered and 
project is moving forward. 
 Letters Declaring Emergency Conditions were reviewed for 18 Allen Ave and Hillcrest 
Drive. 
 Borton Drive Phase II work will be starting on March 3, 2025.  They will be doing utility 
work first. 
 Lighting Improvements at Watson’s Park have started. 
 A motion to approve Mayor signature for a letter of support to Salem County regarding 
Wilson Storm Drain Repairs was made by Hackett, seconded by Stemberger. All were in favor. 
 
Streets and Roads 
 Effective July 1st, 2025, small Brush Pick Up will be on a call-in basis. Notification to 
residents will go out in the coming months. 
   
General Government 
 A closed session for Personnel was requested. 
 
Health, Recreation and Open Space 
 A motion to approve a clothing swap at Memorial Lake on April 12, 2025 from 9am-
12pm, organized by Leslie Gunnett was made by Stemberger, seconded by Hackett. All were in 
favor.  
 

RESOLUTION 2025-40 
 A motion to enter Closed Session for Attorney-Client Privilege and Personnel was made 
by Hackett, seconded by Hyman. All were in favor. 
 
 A motion to return to Open Session was made by Merkle, seconded by Hackett. All were 
in favor.  
 
  A motion to adjourn was made by Merkle, seconded by Hackett. All were in favor. 
 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:19 pm.  
 

 
Erin Maurer 
Deputy Clerk  


