
WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES 
February 25, 2020  

 
The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem 
was held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance with the Annual Notice adopted January 
2, 2020 advertised in the South Jersey Times and the Daily Journal posted in the Borough Hall 
Foyer in compliance with the Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor, Don Dietrich followed by the flag salute. 

 
The following members were present: 
John Hall    Stacy Shorter-Carney         
Valerie Lacy    Glenn Merkle 
Joe Hiles     Bertha Hyman 
 
Also Present: 
Melissa Fackler  Cynthia Dalessio      
Edel Husky   Jud Moore   
Adam Telsey  Ryan Defalco  
Les Robeson   Welsey Burden  
Ed and Elizabeth Strom Doug Hathaway 
Jennifer Kacewich    
    
Public Portion   
 Les Robeson from 160 East Ave came to discuss jake breaks and enforcing the fines.  
Chief Defalco stated he will have an officer out there during the early morning hours in order to 
enforce the signs posted. 
 Ed Strom from 60 N Main came to discuss holding a car show again during the Fall 
Festival from Marlton Road to Bowen. Council had no objections to him holding a car show, but 
that he would need to reach out to Tom Hollinger to secure a spot. 
 Ed Strom would also like to hold a monthly cruise night starting in April on one 
Thursday night during the month at 6:00pm-8:00pm in the municipal parking lot to help with 
advertisement for the Fall Festival.  
 St. Luke’s would like to place a sign in their yard and should contact Rick Pfeffer, our 
Zoning Officer. 
 Council would like to express their appreciation for Charles Harrison and their deepest 
condolences to his family.  
         
Minutes 

Approval of council minutes from February 11, 2020 meeting was done on a motion by 
Mr. Hiles and seconded by Mr. Merkle followed by a unanimous vote. 
 
Annual Board of Health Reorganization  
 Meeting called to order at 7:25pm. 
     Resolution 2020-1 
 A resolution appointing Board Members was approved on a motion by Mr. Hiles and 
seconded by Mrs. Lacy followed by a unanimous roll call vote.  
     Resolution 2020-2 
 A resolution establishing meeting dates and official newspapers was approved on a 
motion by Mr. Hiles and seconded by Mrs. Lacy followed by a unanimous vote.  
 There being no other business the Annual Board of Health Reorganization was adjourned 
at 7:30pm.  
 
Solicitor’s Report 
 Mr. Telsey informed Council he sent a letter to 2-8 North Main in regards to property 
maintenance and problems that need to be addressed.  The letter sent required them to respond 
with an action plan. Sunday there was a work crew out there already and the realtor will get back 
to the Borough with progress.  
  
 
 
 



Finance  
     ORDINANCE 2020-5 

CALENDAR YEAR 2020 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK. 

 Public hearing was opened and there being no comments the public portion was closed.  
A motion to adopt Ordinance 2020-5 was made by Mrs. Lacy and seconded by Mr. Hiles 
followed by a unanimous roll call vote. 
     Resolution 2020-24 
 A resolution authorizing issuance of $3,425,000.00 in bonds was approved by Mrs. Lacy 
and seconded by Mr. Hiles followed by a unanimous roll call vote. 
     Resolution 2020-25 
 A resolution authorizing refund of a tax sale premium in the amount of $4,000.00 for 
Block 44 Lot 26 was approved on a motion by Mrs. Lacy and seconded by Mr. Hiles followed by 
a unanimous vote.  
 Mr. Moore stated that he and Fred Caltabiano talked to Bond Council and decided on 15 
years for the term of the bond.  
 Mr. Moore stated he talked to a representative at Fulton Bank regarding fees and interest 
and he said Fulton will give us a better interest rate to offset the fees.   
    
Public Safety  
     ORDINANCE 2020-4 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 60 OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE 
BOROUGH OF WOODSTOWN REGARDING DUMPSTERS. 

Public portion was opened and hearing no comments the public portion was closed. 
A motion to adopt Ordinance 2020-4 was made by Mr. Merkle and seconded by Mr. Hall 

followed by a unanimous roll call vote. 
The notice of Ordinance 2020-4 will be posted on our website, printed in our news letter 

and posted on the police facebook page.  
    Resolution 2020-26 
A resolution approving the hiring of Todd Batten as a police officer was done on a 

motion by Mr. Merkle and seconded by Mr. Hall followed by a unanimous roll call vote. 
A motion to authorize the Mayor to sign a letter approving a helicopter landing for a drill 

at the school was done by Mr. Merkle and seconded Mr. Hiles followed by a unanimous vote. 
The American Legion Ambulance Hall no longer wishes to buy the Borough owned 

parking lot on Maple Court. They will be looking elsewhere and Mr. Merkle will find out more 
during tomorrow’s meeting.  Mr. Hiles suggested that the Borough may want a contract with the 
Ambulance Hall before payments are made.  

There will be a meeting this week for police contract negotiations.  
  

Utilities 
 A motion to approve the proposal for Colson Court for resurfacing, storm sewer, and 
water main replacement in the amount of $175,000.00 starting in late summer was done by Mr. 
Hiles and seconded by Mrs. Shorter-Carney followed by a unanimous roll call vote. 
 Mr. Hiles informed Council that Don Simons will be moving out of the office at the 
Sewer Plant.  Mr. Hiles suggested the possibility of creating an office in the well building with a 
cost estimate of $2,500.00.  
 Mr. Hiles reported that he is still waiting to hear back from Atlantic City Electric on the 
installation of a street light at Marlton Road.  
 March 4th there will be a meeting in Elmer in regards to the roadwork taking place this 
summer from the railroad tracks in town to Elmer.  Mayor Don Dietrich, Erik Biermann, Don 
Simons and ETS will all be in attendance.  
 
Streets and Roads 
 Mrs. Hyman brought up the possibility of hiring another public works member, but 
knows at this time the Borough cannot move forward with hiring anyone due to contract 
negotiations. 
 Paul Langley has given notice to the Police that he no longer will be a full time crossing 
guard, but may still be able to help fill in.   
 A motion to promote from within the Public Works Department to the Forman position 
was made by Mr. Hiles and seconded by Mr. Hall followed by a roll call vote Mr. Hiles (yes), 
Mrs. Lacy (yes), Mrs. Shorter-Carney (no), Mr. Merkle (no), Mrs. Hyman (no), Mr. Hall (yes), 
Mayor Don Dietrich (no) motion was defeated.  



 Mrs. Hyman reported that the chipper is fixed.   
   
General Government 
      Resolution 2020-27 
 A resolution to approve awarding housing rehab contracts was made on a motion by Mrs. 
Shorter-Carney and seconded by Mr. Hiles followed by a unanimous roll call vote. 
 Mrs. Shorter-Carney stated that the replacement of windows in the Borough Hall is 
almost completed.   
 
Health, Recreation & Open Space 
  A discussion of JIF handouts concerning child abuse prevention and domestic violence 
was held. Mr. Telsey reviewed documents and thinks it is best to create a policy in order to 
protect the individuals working or volunteering in the Borough.  

Mayor Don Dietrich stated the potential law suits that could come for anyone under the 
age of 18 within the Borough.  Mr. Hiles brought up the junior members of the fire company and 
asked if this would affect that program. Mr. Telsey said he would need to look into this and see 
what can be done with a policy.   

A motion was made by Mr. Hiles to suspend all hiring of anyone under the age of 18 and 
seconded by Mr. Merkle during discussion it was brought up that this would include summer 
help and junior fire company members.  Mr. Merkle rescinded his second.  

Mr. Telsey is preparing a policy for Council’s review. 
Mr. Hall reminded everyone of the elected official training.  All Council members have 

attended.  
March 11th is the JIF safety breakfast. 

 
Paying the bills were approved on a motion by Mrs. Lacy and seconded by Mrs. Shorter-

Carney followed by unanimous vote. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned 9:08 PM. 

Melissa Fackler, Deputy Clerk  


