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WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

February 14, 2023 

Sunshine Statement: 

“The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was 

held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the Daily 

Journal and posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-

21.” 

 Roll Call – Bobbitt, Hackett, Hiles, Hyman, Merkle, Nixon, Mayor Dietrich  

 Absent – None 

 Others Present – Cynthia Dalessio (Clerk), John Hitchner (Deputy Clerk), Joe DiNicola (Solicitor), 

Ryan DeFalco (Police Chief), Erik Biermann (Engineer), Lois Yarrington (CFO), Frank Mitchell 

(CPWM), Harry Vanaman (P/W), Wesley “Buster” Burden (Resident), Thomas Glah (Resident), 

Cliff Bircks (Resident), Sam & Noah Mangano (Residents), Brian Busche (Business Owner), 

Valerie Lacy (Resident) 

 

Flag Salute:   

 Mayor Dietrich opens the meeting at 7:00 pm and leads everyone in the flag salute. 

 

Public Comments:  
 Mayor Dietrich opened the meeting for public comment. Mr. Busche discusses the utility billing for 

the gas station/car wash at 86 West Ave.  He states that the volume of water used is significantly less than 

the number of EDU’s which are allocated and billed for.  Engineer Biermann explains how EDU’s are 

determined and reviews the past 5 year’s usage for the property with Council. 

 Mr. Hackett makes a motion to reduce the EDU’s of the gas station from 5 to 1 and to reduce the 

EDU’s for the car wash from 14 to 3.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hiles and approved 6-0. 

 Mr. Bircks and Mr. Mangano discuss the water bill they received for 51 Elm Street.  They are asking 

for a reduction.  There is discussion about them having been sent 3 leak letters. The water superintendent 

went to the property to personally notify the owner there may be an issue and was able to find the leak.  

 Mr. Hackett reviews past practices for individuals who have large water bills due to a leak.  A 

standard formula is available.   

 Mr. Hackett makes a motion to reduce the bill based on the standard formula.  Motion is seconded 

by Ms. Bobbitt and approved 5-1 with Mr. Hiles voting against. 

 Mrs. Lacy discusses the overgrowth which on South Main St which she had previously brought up to 

Council.  Mr. Mitchell states that it is a County road and he had previously informed them of the neglected 

growth.  Mr. Mitchell states that his department will resolve it as the County has not. 

Being as no more members of the public wished to speak, Mayor Dietrich closed the public portion. 

 

Minutes: 
 Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve the 01/10/2023 regular meeting minutes.  Motion is seconded 

by Mr. Merkle and the motion carries with a unanimous vote, 5-0 with Mr. Hackett abstaining. 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve the 01/24/2023 regular meeting minutes.  Motion is seconded 

by Mr. Merkle and the motion carries with a unanimous vote, 4-0 with Mr. Hackett and Ms. Bobbitt 

abstaining. 

   

Finance: 

ORDINANCE 2023-01 

Mayor Dietrich opens discussion of Ordinance 2023-01 to the public.  As no members of the public 

wished to speak, Mayor Dietrich closed the public portion. 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve Ordinance 2023-01 appropriating funds from a previous bond 

on second reading.  Motion is seconded by Ms. Bobbitt and approved with a 6-0 roll call vote.  

RESOLUTION 2023-33 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-33 authorizing an amendment to the 

temporary budget.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Merkle and approved 6-0.  

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve Crouch and Company for payroll services starting 07/01/2023.  

Motion is seconded by Ms. Nixon and approved 5-0 with Mr. Hackett abstaining. 

 Council reviews the Tax Collector’s report. Council reviews the budget reports. 

 Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve the bills as provided by the CFO in the amount of $153,909.70.  

Motion is seconded by Mr. Hackett and approved 6-0. 
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Public Safety: 

ORDINANCE 2023-02 

Mayor Dietrich opens discussion of Ordinance 2023-02 for public discussion.  As no members of the 

public wished to speak, Mayor Dietrich closes the public portion. 

Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve Ordinance 2023-02 amending Chapter 21 of the Borough 

Code on second reading.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hackett and approved 6-0.  

Chief DeFalco reviews the monthly police report with Council.  He informs Council that the 2006 

Crown Victoria needs repairs which are cost prohibitive.  He advises it should be stripped for useful parts 

and sold on GovDeals.  Chief DeFalco informs Council that there may be an issue with the location of the 

“No Parking” signs on Spring Garden Street.   

Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve Savannah Rhoads as a junior member of Reliance Fire 

Company.  Motion is seconded by Ms. Bobbitt and approved 5-0 with Mr. Hiles abstaining. 

Council has discussion with regards to requests from the ambulance company for reserved parking 

spots and new window curtains. 

Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve two parking spots be labeled for the ambulance company 

only.  Motion is seconded by Ms. Bobbitt and approve 6-0. 

 

Utilities:   

 Engineer Biermann discusses his report with Council. 

 

Streets and Roads: 

 Council discusses the upcoming meeting with the New Jersey League of Municipalities (NJLM) 

regarding new storm water regulations.  Mayor Dietrich requests that Solicitor DiNicola look into case law 

for unfunded mandates. 

 

General Government: 

RESOLUTION 2023-34 

Ms. Nixon makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-34 approving the submission of the Municipal 

Self-Assessment (MSA) to the State Office of Planning Advocacy (OPA).  Motion is seconded by Ms. Bobbitt 

and approved 6-0.  

RESOLUTION 2023-35 

Ms. Nixon makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-35 appointing the members of the Plan 

Endorsement Advisory Committee (PEAC).  Motion is seconded by Mrs. Hyman and approved 6-0.  

 Council discusses the window dressings requested by the ambulance squad.  Mr. Merkle offers to 

meet with them to discuss further. 

 

Health, Recreation, and Open Space:    

Ms. Bobbitt makes a motion to approve the removal of the trees on Harris Lane.  Motion is seconded 

by Mrs. Hyman and approved 6-0.  

Council discusses the Green Acres property on Alloway Road. 

Ms. Bobbitt makes a motion to proceed with the following: 

 Get the most recent survey of the property 

 Serve notice of when the fence will be installed with a rain date 

 Inform Animal Control so they are on property during installation 

 Install the electric fence to protect the animals illegally on the property currently 

 Request Pilesgrove place a lien on the owner of the animal’s property for costs 

Motion is seconded by Mrs. Hyman and approved 6-0. 

 

General Discussion:  

RESOLUTION 2023-36 

Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-36 entering into executive session for 

personnel.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hackett and approved 6-0.  

[Council enters into executive session at 7:55 pm] 

[Council exits executive session at 9:10 pm] 

 

Motion to Adjourn: 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Merkle at 9:15 pm.  Motion is seconded by Mrs. Hyman and 

approved 6-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

John H. Hitchner III, Borough Deputy Clerk 


