
WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES 

January 14, 2025 

 

The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem was 

held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and the 

Daily Journal and posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law NJSA 

10:4-5 to 10:4-21. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joseph Hiles, who then led the flag salute, followed by 

a roll call of members present. 

 

The following members were present: 

Heather Bobbitt  James Hackett  Bertha Hyman  

Jesse Stemberger Noah Tighe 

 

Absent: Glenn Merkle 

    

Also Present: 

Patricia Bohren, Erin Maurer, Joe DiNicola, Chief Ryan DeFalco, Lois Yarrington, Erik Biermann, 

Jacob Lynch, Wesley Burden, Gabriel Chiarelli & family 

 

Public Portion  

Mayor Hiles swore in Police Officer Gabriel Chiarelli. 

 

There being no comment the public portion was closed. 

 

Minutes 

 Minutes from the December 30, 2024 Council meeting were approved on a motion by 

Hackett, seconded by Bobbitt.  All were in favor with Stemberger and Tighe abstaining. 

 

 Minutes from the January 2, 2025 Reorganization Council meeting were approved on a 

motion by Stemberger, seconded by Hyman.  All were in favor.   

 

 Closed Session Minutes from the September 10, November 26, December 10, and 

December 30, 2024 Council meetings were approved on a motion by Hackett, seconded by 

Bobbitt. All were in favor with Stemberger and Tighe abstaining. 

 

 Closed Session Minutes from November 12th, 2024 Council meeting were approved on a 

motion from Bobbitt, seconded by Hackett. All were in favor with Hyman, Stemberger, and Tighe 

abstaining.  

  

Solicitor 

 No Report. 

 

Finance 

 A Budget Workshop was tentatively scheduled pending clearance of schedules.  The final 

selected date will be appropriately advertised. 

 Tax Collector’s report was reviewed. 

 A motion to pay bills was made by Bobbitt, seconded by Hyman.  All were in favor. 

  

Public Safety 

 A motion to approve Morgan Lee as a regular member and Bryceton Rooney as a junior 

member of Reliance Fire Company was made by Tighe and seconded by Hyman.  All were in 

favor.   

 Financial requests made by Reliance Fire Company were reviewed.  Further discussion 

will take place when Councilman Merkle is able to attend.   

 Police Department report was reviewed.   



 Councilman Tighe reported from the ambulance.  They are currently operating at 

$493,000 deficit.  They are looking into solutions, including potential grants they can apply for.   

 A closed session for Police Department Staffing was requested. 

 

Utilities 

 A motion to appoint Jeffrey Fredo as Stormwater Program Coordinator was made by Hackett 

and seconded by Hyman.  All were in favor.   

 An update on the Water Tower Maintenance Schedule was given.  Work is scheduled to start 

at the end of January, and will last several months. A discussion on giving notice to residents took 

place.  The Utilities Committee will design a door hanger to be hand delivered through town.  

Councilman Stemberger will seek volunteers to help deliver them.   

 

RESOLUTION 2025-26 

 A motion to approve entering a service contract with Garrison Enterprise Inc. for the 

installation of temporary pressure storage tanks was made by Hackett and seconded by Stemberger.  

Approved by unanimous roll call vote.   

 

 Water meter readings are in process.  Due to several issues, the mailing of water bills will be 

delayed.  A resolution extending the grace period will be presented at the next meeting.   

 Engineer Bierman is working to obtain quotes for the larger water meters that still need 

replaced, as well as from the contractor to install them.   

 The Utilities Committee are meeting with the engineer’s office next week to discuss the West 

Wilson storm drain project. 

 Bond Counsel will give a presentation during closed session on January 28, 2025 in regards 

to the formation of a Municipal Utilities Authority.   

 

Streets and Roads 

RESOLUTION 2025-24 

 A motion to formally adopt the streets in Woodstown Greens was made by Hyman and 

seconded by Bobbitt.  Approved by unanimous roll call vote.   

 

 Engineer Bierman updates Council that the contract for the Borton Drive project has been 

drawn up and sent out.  Plans are almost complete for the Bertha and Guernsey project.   

 

 A manhole cover on West Avenue is scheduled to be worked on this week.   

 

General Government 

 A thank you card was received from Retired Borough Clerk, Cynthia Dalessio, for the 

card and gift Council gave her upon retirement.    

 

Health, Recreation and Open Space 

RESOLUTION 2025-25 

 A motion to memorialize the appointment of Jesse Stemberger to the Salem County 

Advisory Solid Waste Council was made by Stemberger and seconded by Hackett.  All were in 

favor.   

 

RESOLUTION 2025-27 

 A motion to enter closed session for Police Department Staffing was moved by 

Stemberger, seconded by Bobbitt.  All were in favor.   

 

 A motion to return to open session was made by Hackett and seconded by Bobbitt.  All 

were in favor.    

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:07 pm. 

 

Patricia Bohren 

Acting Clerk 


