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WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

January 24, 2023 

Sunshine Statement: 

“The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem 

was held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and 

the Daily Journal and posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law 

NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21.” 

 Roll Call – Hiles, Hyman, Merkle, Nixon, Mayor Dietrich  

 Absent – Bobbitt, Hackett 

 Others Present – Cynthia Dalessio (Clerk), John Hitchner (Deputy Clerk), Joe DiNicola 

(Solicitor), Erik Biermann (Engineer), Harry Vanaman (P/W), Wesley “Buster” Burden 

(Resident), Thomas Glah (Resident), Harold & Valerie Lacy (Residents), Ken Braxton 

(Resident) 

 

Flag Salute:   

 Mayor Dietrich opens the meeting at 7:00 pm and leads everyone in the flag salute. 

 

Public Comments:  
 Mayor Dietrich opened the meeting for public comment. Mrs. Lacy requests an update on a 

sidewalk waiver for selling her home.  Council informs her that in order to stay consistent with the 

Master Plan’s goal of having sidewalks throughout the entire town and in conformance with that goal 

they are unable to grant a waiver.  A lengthy discussion follows between all members of the public 

who are present and Council touching on previous waivers granted, Safe Routes to Schools grant 

locations, the ditch at the Lacy’s house, costs of sidewalk, escrow options for the sidewalk so the 

home sale may proceed, and the Freedom Development property anticipated on Bailey Street 

installing sidewalks.  Mr. Glah brings up flooding issues near the bridge at Chestnut Run. 

 Mr. Hiles makes a motion to grant a sidewalk waiver for the home sale of 444 Bailey Street 

for the next owner. As there is no second, the motion does not proceed. 

 Mr. Braxton asks about Watson Park improvements and community involvement.  Council 

informs him of their efforts to gather public input along with the guidelines of the grant which is 

paying for the improvements.  Engineer Biermann reviews the planned ADA improvements. 

Being as no more members of the public wished to speak, Mayor Dietrich closed the public 

portion at 7:55 pm. 

 

Minutes: 
 Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve the 1/3/2023 reorganization meeting minutes.  Motion 

is seconded by Ms. Nixon and the motion carries with a unanimous vote; 4-0 

  

Mayoral Appointment: 

 The Mayor appoints Daniel Harrison to the Joint Environmental Commission. 

 

Finance: 

ORDINANCE 2023-01 

ORDINANCE CANCELING CERTAIN FUNDED APPROPRIATION BALANCES 

HERETOFORE PROVIDED FOR WATER CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND 

REAPPROPRIATING SUCH FUNDED APPROPRIATION BALANCES FOR OTHER 

WATER CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve Ordinance 2023-01 appropriating funds from a previous 

bond.  Motion is seconded by Ms. Nixon and approved 4-0.  

RESOLUTION 2023-29 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-29 transferring funds.  Motion is 

seconded by Mrs. Hyman and approved 4-0.  

 Council reviews the Tax Collector’s report. 

 Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve the bills as presented totaling $1,381,494.09.  Motion 

is seconded by Ms. Nixon and approved 4-0. 

 

Public Safety: 

ORDINANCE 2023-02 

Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve Ordinance 2023-02.  Motion is seconded by Ms. Nixon 

and approved 4-0.  

Mr. Merkle discusses the ambulance meeting he attended and the price increase which is 

coming for services.   



Page 2 of 2 
1-24-2023 BC Meeting Minutes 

 

Utilities:   

 Engineer Biermann discusses with Council that all conditions for the water connection have 

been met for the property at 375 Bailey Street.  There will be no need for a conditional approval. 

RESOLUTION 2023-30 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-30 approving the water connection 

application for 375 Bailey Street.  Motion is seconded by Ms. Nixon and approved 4-0.  

Council discusses a billing issue with the water account at 81 Kingsberry Lane.  There was a 

discrepancy with the water meter reading which was given at final reading.  Council agrees to take 

the average usage from other homes the developer built and subtract that from the resident’s bill. 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve the bill reduction as discussed.  Motion is seconded by 

Mr. Merkle and approved 4-0. 

 

Streets and Roads: 

RESOLUTION 2023-31 

Mrs. Hyman makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-31 requesting an extension for the 

East Grant Street project from the NJ DOT.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Hiles and approved 4-0. 

 

General Government: 

 There are no items on the agenda for general government. 

 

Health, Recreation, and Open Space:    

There are no items on the agenda for HR&OS. 

 

General Discussion:  

RESOLUTION 2023-32 

Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-32 entering into executive session for 

potential litigation.  Motion is seconded by Mrs. Hyman and approved 4-0.  

 

[Council enters into executive session at 8:15 pm] 

[Council exits executive session at 8:25 pm] 

 

Motion to Adjourn: 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Merkle at 8:25 pm.  Motion is seconded by Mrs. Hyman 

and approved 4-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

John H. Hitchner III, Borough Deputy Clerk 


