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WOODSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

January 10, 2023 

Sunshine Statement: 

“The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Woodstown, County of Salem 

was held at 7:00 PM in the Borough Hall in accordance by noticing the South Jersey Times and 

the Daily Journal and posting on the Borough Website in compliance with the Sunshine Law 

NJSA 10:4-5 to 10:4-21.” 

 Roll Call – Bobbitt, Hiles, Hyman, Merkle, Nixon, Mayor Dietrich  

 Absent – Hackett 

 Others Present – Cynthia Dalessio (Clerk), John Hitchner (Deputy Clerk), Joe DiNicola 

(Solicitor), Erik Biermann (Engineer), Lois Yarrington (CFO), Frank Mitchell (CPWM), 

Harry Vanaman (P/W), Ryan DeFalco (Chief), Wesley “Buster” Burden (Resident), Kevin 

Crouch (Business Owner), Thomas Glah (Resident), Valerie Lacy (Resident) 

 

Flag Salute:   

 Mayor Dietrich opens the meeting at 7:00 pm and leads everyone in the flag salute. 

 

Public Comments:  
 Mayor Dietrich opened the meeting for public comment. Mr. Glah offers his assistance to the 

Borough as a volunteer as he has time off from work available.  Mrs. Lacy informs Council that she 

plans on selling her home.  She is requesting information regarding sidewalk requirements/waivers 

for a home sale.  Council will review the ordinance and have a discussion at the next meeting. 

Being as no more members of the public wished to speak, Mayor Dietrich closed the public 

portion. 

 

Minutes: 
 Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve the 12/27/2022 regular meeting minutes.  Motion was 

seconded by Mr. Merkle and the motion carries with a unanimous vote; 5-0 

  

Finance: 

RESOLUTION 2023-22 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-22 approving cancellation of taxes for 

a Total Disabled Veteran (TDV O’Neal).  Motion is seconded by Mrs. Hyman and approved 5-0.  

RESOLUTION 2023-23 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-23 amending salary amounts.  Motion 

is seconded by Ms. Nixon and approved 5-0.  

RESOLUTION 2023-24 

Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-24 approving budget transfers.  Motion 

is seconded by Mr. Merkle and approved 5-0.  

 Mr. Hiles makes a motion to approve the bills as presented totaling $40,342.51.  Ms. Bobbitt 

seconds and the motion is approved 5-0. 

 Mr. Hiles discusses researching a new company for payroll services.  He plans to present 

more information in the future. 

 Council discusses the corrective action plan from the audit. 

  

Public Safety: 

RESOLUTION 2023-25 

Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-25 appointing Kelly Finley as 

Violations Clerk for the court.  Motion is seconded by Mrs. Hyman and approved 5-0.  

Council discusses the contract with the Salem County emergency dispatch.  Council wishes to 

have further discussion with the County regarding cost sharing.   

Mr. Merkle makes a motion to pay them the same rate as last year until further discussion is 

had regarding the new contract.  Motion is seconded by Ms. Bobbitt and approved 4-0 with Mr. Hiles 

abstaining. 

Council reviews the monthly police report. 

 

Utilities:   

 There are no items for discussion with utilities at this time. 
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Streets and Roads: 

RESOLUTION 2023-27 

Mrs. Hyman makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-27 hiring Randy Waddington as a 

full-time Public Works Laborer.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Merkle and approved 5-0. 

Council reviews the Engineer’s report.  Mr. Biermann discusses with Council a grant 

opportunity for lighting at Watson Park.  They also discuss a resident complaint about the road 

conditions on Guernsey Place.  

 

General Government: 

 There are no items on the agenda for public session. 

 Mr. Merkle requests the CFO look into the existing bond for building improvements. 

 

Health, Recreation, and Open Space:    

RESOLUTION 2023-26 

Ms. Bobbitt makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-26 approving the application for the 

Local Recreation Improvement Grant for lighting at Watson Park.  Motion is seconded by Mr. Merkle 

and approved 5-0.  

 Ms. Bobbit makes a motion to hire Dr. Megan Cummings to do the annual rabies clinic on 

March 4, 2023 at 1:00 pm.  Motion is seconded by Ms. Nixon and approved 5-0. 

 

General Discussion:  

RESOLUTION 2023-28 

Mr. Merkle makes a motion to approve Resolution 2023-28 entering into executive session.  

Motion is seconded by Ms. Nixon and approved 5-0.  

 

[Council enters into executive session at 7:40 pm] 

[Councilwoman Bobbitt excuses herself from the meeting at 7:50pm] 

[Council exits executive session at 7:55 pm] 

 

Motion to Adjourn: 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Merkle at 7:55 pm.  Motion is seconded by Mrs. Hyman 

and approved 4-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

John H. Hitchner III, Borough Deputy Clerk 


