
Woodstown Planning Board 
Minutes 

October 1, 2014 
 
This meeting was called to order by Chairman Hathaway who provided a 
statement that adequate notice of this meeting was provided in accordance with 
the requirements of the Open Public Meeting Act. 
 
Members Present:  Glenn Merkle, Judith King, Keith Johnson, Virginia Hibbard, 
Cecil Colsch, Donald Dietrich, Valerie Lacy, Douglas Hathaway, Shane Godshall, 
Lorraine Pfeffer 
 
Also Present:  Gary D. Thompson, Esq., Board Solicitor, Candace Kanaplue, 
Bach Associates, Jean Jack, Recorder, Suzanne Wollyung, Board Secretary 
 
Members Absent:  Donald Johnson, Alfred Edwards, Jesse Stemberger 
 
The minutes from the August 6, 2014 regular meeting were approved on a 
motion by Mr. Godshall.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Colsch, followed by a 
show of hands:  Yes:  Mrs. Pfeffer, Mr. Dietrich, Mr. Godshall, Mr. Johnson, Mr. 
Hathaway, Mr. Colsch, Mrs. Lacy  Abstain:  Mr. Merkle, Mrs. King 
 
New Business: 
 
Great Clips Hair Salon, Cunningham Group –  Block 40, Lot 3 – 300 West 
Ave.   - Sign Variance - Request for permission to install an additional sign 
on the west side of the existing building to better identify the Great Clips 
Hair Salon. Completeness/Public Hearing 
Mr. Thompson gave an opening statement to the Board that the applicant is 
requesting a variance to permit two building mounted façade signs where only 
one is permitted on the front and a waiver of site plan review.  An amendment 
was filed to the application naming Cunningham Group, Inc. as the applicant as it 
is the lessee of the western space on the first floor of the building. The board is 
able to proceed with completeness.  Motion by Mrs. King to deem the application 
complete.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Colsch, followed by a show of 
hands:  Yes:  Mr. Dietrich, Mr. Godshall, Mr. Merkle, Mrs. King, Mr. Johnson, Mr. 
Hathaway, Mr. Colsch, Mrs. Lacy, Mrs. Pfeffer.  No:  None. 
 
Mr. Thompson stated that he has reviewed the notice that was published in the 
South Jersey Times, as well as the notices served to the property owners within 
200’ of the property.  He also stated that Mr. Cunningham was able to obtain 
waivers from NJ DOT, the Clerk of Pilesgrove Township and Salem County 
Planning Board.  Since Mr. Cunningham has met the requirements for public 
notice the board could proceed with the public hearing.  Mr. Cunningham and Mr. 
Berenato were sworn in.  Mr. Cunningham stated that he is the franchise owner 
of Great Clips Hair Salon.  When he first viewed the facility, he was happy with 



the location and the ample parking.  He believes the installation of an additional 
sign on the west side of the building is necessary to help drive up business.  
Candace Kanaplue was then sworn in and reported on the letter dated 
September 29, 2014.  She stated that a variance is required for the second sign 
where one is permitted.  She said that the scale and type of signage is 
aesthetically acceptable and that the western façade, where the proposed 
second sign would be installed is visible to motorists and that the size is 
proportional to the façade.  The applicant should also agree to comply with the 
temporary sign requirements of the Borough Ordinance and if the sign should be 
replaced in the future, that it is replaced with a similar sign.  No new variances 
are needed for parking.  Mr. Thompson then asked Mr. Cunningham if he would 
agree with the applicant that the façade signs and any replacement in the future 
would be similar in style – meaning channel letters and not a fully illuminated sign 
box and if he would agree to comply with the Borough’s temporary sign 
requirements with regards to banners.  Mr. Cunningham answered in the 
affirmative.   
 
Mr. Hathaway then opened the meeting to the public.  Mr. Berenato, who was 
already sworn in, thanked the Board for hearing the application.  He proceeded 
to inform the Board of the planned upgrades to the exterior of the building, which 
included additional landscaping, the re-stripping of the parking lot and the 
installation of gates to hide the dumpster.  Mr. Hathaway then closed the public 
portion of the meeting.  Mr. Thompson stated the motion before the Board was to 
grant a bulk variance to permit 2 building mounted façade signs where only one 
is permitted and a waiver of site plan review.  Motion by Mr. Godshall to grant a 
bulk variance to permit 2 building mounted façade signs where only one is 
permitted and a waiver of site plan review.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 
Johnson with the following roll call.  Yes:  Mr. Deitrich, Mr. Godshall, Mr. Merkle, 
Mrs. King, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Hathaway, Mr. Colsch, Mrs. Lacy, Mrs. Pfeffer.  No:  
None.   
 
Mr. Thompson informed Mr. Cunningham that at next month’s regular meeting 
the Board will adopt the resolution and notice of the approval would be published 
in the paper. 
 
With no additional business, the meeting adjourned at 7:27 PM.    
 


